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eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 
And he sent him to his home, saying, "Do not even enter the 
village." And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages 
of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say that I am?" And they told him, "John the 
Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the 
prophets." And he asked them, "But who do you say that I 
am?" Peter answered him, "You are the Christ." And he 
strictly charged them to tell no one about him. And he began 
to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things 
and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the 
scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he 
said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are not 
setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 
man." And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said 
to them, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit 
a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what 
can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels." And He said to them, And he said to them, "Truly, I 
say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come 
with power." 
 
When I was a kid, one of my favorite TV shows was called Columbo. 
I LOVED Columbo. Now, it was a little different type of show. You 
know there are shows that don’t tell you what happens until the very 
end, so you never get it until the very end. All through the show you 
try to figure out what is happening. Well, Columbo was different. The 
writers of that show always told us what happened in the beginning. 
We saw who did it, and what they did. What made that show so 



interesting was that throughout the rest of the show, Columbo was 
trying to figure out what we already knew to be true. And then there 
were times when you looked at him and you just wanted to say 
“COLUMBO! NO, it’s not who you think it is! Don’t go down that 
road!” We were trying to help him solve the mystery. In the end, 
Columbo always got it, but we knew what he would get before he 
ever got it! It was a literary technique that they used.  
 
When we study the Gospel according to Mark, he tells us in the 
beginning who Jesus is. He is the Son of God. The second Person of 
the triune Godhead. He, who had always been God, remained who 
He always was, yet became who He had never been. Mark declares 
that in the first verse. When you begin to read Mark as he tells the 
story of Jesus, please understand that he tells you right in the 
beginning who Jesus is; He’s the Son of God. Throughout the rest of 
the story, we are going to discover that the other people in the story 
don’t know what we know. By the time Mark’s story ends, we’re 
going to wonder how in the world they didn’t know who He was and 
what He came to do. As a matter of fact, Mark presents the disciples 
in a very bad light; they just don’t get it. Now please hear this…They 
didn’t get it, but what Mark does differently from the other Gospel 
presentations is to paint the disciples in a really, really bad light for 
you and me, the reader; his audience.  
 
You see, Mark is not a historian, he is a theologian. My biggest pet 
peeve about people who read the Gospels is they read them as if 
they are historic narratives only; that we have four historical 
accounts about Jesus so we can know the facts about him. No, that’s 
not what these guys were doing. These guys were preachers, and 
they are telling a story. They are presenting the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ so that their audience (the people they are writing to) will 
know who Jesus is and what He came to do. So, when we read 
Mark’s Gospel, know that his purpose was so that we, the readers, 
would know who Jesus is, and then fully know what He came to do. 
Then, as a follower of Jesus, we would know who we are and what 
we should do. We have to understand who we are following and 
what He came to do, because our identity is tied to Him, and our 



mission is tied to His mission. When we understand what He came to 
do, then we’ll understand what we’re supposed to do.  
 
Mark is writing the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. I 
believe the story is divided into two parts. In my mind, verse one is 
the title. It’s “the beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ…” Gospel, 
meaning Good News of the victory of Christ, who is “the Son of God.”  
 
Part 1: Mark 2:1-8:30 
Part 2: Mark 8:31-16:8   
 
Mark’s writing actually ended in verse 8. Verses 9 through 20 were 
added later by a disciple who penned a finishing story to Mark’s 
Gospel. So Mark’s Gospel stops at verse 8, and that is the second 
part of the story. Unlike Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, Mark is 
short, it’s brief, it’s fast-paced; it is action. Except for a couple of 
places, Mark didn’t write long passages of Jesus’ teaching. He is just 
here and there, and here and there. But by His actions, (not by His 
words) we come to know who He is and what He came to do.  
 
 

Part 1: By the Sea 
In the first part of the book, He is by the sea. In the first 8 chapters, 
everything Jesus does is basically around the Sea of Galilee. In the 
second part of the book, He is on the road to Jerusalem, then He is 
in the city, and then He is on the cross. Mark frames his stories 
around those four geographical locations: by the sea, on the road, in 
the city, and then, ultimately, on a cross. 
  

• Jesus Baptism 
Mark says the beginning of the Gospel is just like Isaiah had written, 
and he shows John, the baptizer, baptizing in the Jordan. Now we 
know who Jesus is because he told us in verse 1. He’s the Son of 
God, but now, the Son of God is in flesh! He shows up to be baptized 
by John, and the moment He gets in the water, Mark says the 
heavens were torn apart! In the Greek, it says, they were ripped 
open, “and the Spirit descended on Jesus like a dove.” Then they 



hear a voice from Heaven, the voice of the Father: “You (talking to 
Jesus) are my beloved Son; with You, I am well pleased.”  
 
Now Mark uses the word, “immediately,” a lot in his gospel. He said 
that when Jesus is baptized and the Father verifies who He is, the 
Son of God; the Holy Spirit “immediately” drives Him into the 
wilderness. Listen, according to Mark, the Spirit doesn’t lead Him out 
into the wilderness, the Holy Spirit DRIVES Him. The Greek word is 
He ‘throws’ Him into the wilderness! There He faces Satan and is 
tempted for forty days. Mark says there were wild beasts all around 
Him, and the angels of God were ministering to Him.  
 
The next thing you know, the baptizer gets put in prison. Jesus steps 
forward and His message was: “The time is fulfilled.” We understand 
that because we’ve been reading 39 books of the Old Testament and 
we know there is a coming King who will be from the seed line of 
David, and He will build the house of God. We are looking for the 
coming of the Kingdom of God, and Jesus says, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand…” When you realize the kingdom 
of God is here, it calls for a response. So what does Jesus say? You 
should “repent and believe in the gospel.”   
 

• Jesus Calls Disciples 
Next, Jesus is walking by the sea and He starts calling disciples. In 
Matthew, we learned that we are supposed to forsake, to follow, and 
to fish for men. And then at Capernaum, right by the Sea of Galilee, 
Jesus entered into a synagogue and immediately meets a man with 
an unclean spirit. The man begins to talk with Jesus and he asks Him 
this question: Hey, why’d you come? Why are you here? To destroy 
us?  Whoa…you get what Mark’s doing, right? Right off the bat, he is 
telling us not only who Jesus is and why He is here, he is telling us 
that the demons understand the coming of the Messiah and what He 
came to do. And they said, “Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are--the Holy One of God.” Jesus rebukes him.  
 
I know it’s a different day and age in schools today. But when I went 
to school, teachers actually had the authority to call you in front of 
the class if you messed up, pull out a drawer, and take out a ruler. 



You had to turn your palm up, and WHAP; right across your hand! Do 
you know where we got that? We got that from the old timers. You 
see, in the Biblical world of Jesus, to be “rebuked” meant you were 
called in front of the class and you turned your palm down. The 
teacher would take a little stick and hit you on the knuckles with it. 
You had been rebuked when that happened. Jesus rebuked; He 
wrapped the demon across the knuckles, if you will. 
  

• Jesus Performs Miracles 
And then Jesus said, ‘Be muzzled like a dog.’ That’s what it says in 
the Greek. (Today it would be, ‘Zip it!’) He then heals the man of the 
demon. Jesus healed many people, and cast out many demons and 
the demons would try to say who He was, but He would not permit 
them to speak. But here, in the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, we are 
introduced to a motif that He used, called the Messianic Secret. He 
would not let the demons say who He was, but they knew. As the 
reader, we are thinking, if the Father says Jesus is the Son, and the 
demons say He’s the Son, then we can’t wait to meet the disciples 
who have just been called to forsake their nets, follow Him, and fish 
for men, because without a doubt, they are going to know who He is. 
But notice what happens. Every time Jesus does a miracle, especially 
casting out demons, the demons get it but the disciples don’t. And 
here, in the beginning of the book, we start seeing that every time 
Jesus heals somebody, He says, don’t tell. By the time we get to the 
seventh chapter, the more He tells people not to tell, the more they 
tell.  
 
Now we have this whole crowd of people following Jesus because 
they believe He’s the Messiah, but they’re following Him because He 
can make their life better! If you have a headache, come to Jesus. If 
you break your leg, come to Jesus. If you were born blind, come to 
Jesus. Just come to Jesus because He wants you to have a better 
life! Really?? That is not the Gospel of Mark…Every time somebody 
sees Jesus do a miracle, He would “SSHHH” them. He charged them 
not to tell, because that is not why He came. I may just burst your 
bubble, because if you’re following Jesus to have a better life, you 
missed it. You missed it!  
 



 Then in chapter 4, the disciples are in a boat with Jesus and a storm 
comes up. Have you ever noticed when they are by the sea, Jesus is 
always having to go to the other side? When He’s ministering over 
here, He’s got to get back over there. And when He’s over there, He’s 
got to get back over here.  You need to realize that the Sea of Galilee 
serves as a divide between the Gentile world and the Jewish world. 
The Jewish world was on the west side, the Gentile world on the east 
side, and Jesus is constantly going from the east to the west. And it 
seems like every time He gets on the sea, there is always a storm. 
We need to realize that Jesus came to destroy the work of the devil 
as the Son of God, and every time He tries to go minister to people, 
the sea tries to prevent Him from getting to where He’s supposed to 
be.  
 
So the disciples are in the boat with Jesus, and they’re fearing for 
their life. Now, can I just say this? When the FISHERMEN on the lake 
are fearful for their life, you know it’s bad, amen? The disciples said, 
You don’t care if we die, and then Jesus calms the sea. Right after 
this, they said, “Who then is this?” DUHHH! They didn’t get it!! I get 
so tickled when I hear people say, “Boy I wish I could have been 
there and walked with Jesus!”  Really? You would probably know less 
than you know now. You would probably have been like Peter, you 
would have probably been like James; you would have probably been 
like John. Why do you think you would have got it, if THEY didn’t get 
it?   
 
Now, I was part of the speech team at Calloway County High School.  
Not to brag, but I was part of the first team that won the State 
Championship for the Calloway County High School. I don’t know 
how many years we won it in a row, but it was just off the charts. 
Our team was really good. I’ve questioned many times why my 
speech coach didn’t put me in debate or one of those speaking skills 
where you had to be really polished and really refined. But he didn’t 
put me in that, he put me in storytelling. And so I helped the 
Calloway County speech team by telling stories, and I would tell Jerry 
Clower stories. So I love storytelling, and Mark is a master at telling 
the story! I love the Gospel of Mark. I love what Mark does with 
stories. So please understand what Mark does. He not writing a book; 



he is telling a story. He uses stories, and he puts stories together, 
and he uses them to teach who Jesus is, and what He came to do.  
 
Let me show you what he does. You see, one of the passages we 
read is a controversial passage. A man comes to Jesus to be healed. 
Friends bring a blind man to Jesus, and Jesus spits on him. That’s 
what it sounds like in the English, but in the Greek, it is probably that 
He spit on His hand and then put spittle on the man’s eyes. He didn’t 
just spit in the man’s face. Then Jesus asked the man if he could see. 
He said, “I see people, but they look like trees, walking.”  So you 
know he probably wasn’t born blind or he wouldn’t have known what 
a tree was. So because of a disease, he lost his eyesight. Now Jesus 
heals him, but if we can just be honest, Jesus doesn’t do a very good 
job. Fair? I mean he’s got blurry vision. Can I say this? He messed 
up! That’s what you are probably thinking if you don’t understand 
what Mark’s doing; He messed up so He had to touch him again. 
When Jesus touches him again, now he can see clearly.  
 
But here is what Mark does. He takes stories and uses them as 
picture frames to picture the disciples. And this is a story that serves 
as a frame, and he has already given us the other parts of the 
frames. Do you remember when Jesus fed the five thousand? Now, 
anyone that can take five loaves and two fish, feed five thousand 
men, not counting women and children, and have twelve baskets left 
over…He’s somebody special! You realize they didn’t get it though, 
right? Those men that were taking those baskets and passing out the 
food, didn’t get what He just did! The reason I know that is because 
Mark tells us by what he said next. Right after that, Jesus sends the 
disciples away, puts them in a boat to go to the other side. The sea 
gets bad and He comes walking on the water, and when they see 
Him, they think He’s a ghost! Again…“DUHHHH!” And then the Bible 
said, “And they were utterly astounded because they did not 
understand about the loaves.” They didn’t get it…Then Jesus 
duplicates the miracle on the other side of the sea. He feeds four 
thousand people with seven loaves of bread and they have seven 
baskets left over. But they still don’t get it because later they get 
back in the boat to go across the sea and Jesus says, hey, you guys 
have any food? They realize, whoa, we only have one loaf of bread 



and there are thirteen of us in the boat. The Guy just took seven 
loaves and fed four thousand people, after taking five loaves and two 
fish and fed five thousand men, and now they say, we don’t have 
enough!! I want to stop right here. How many times have you have 
cried, “I just don’t have enough?” Really? Do you not know what 
your God can do with what you have if you would just give it to Him! 
 
But Jesus just looked at the disciples and said, “Having eyes do you 
not see, and having ears do you not hear?” You see, He had just 
healed a man who couldn’t hear, and now they arrive to the other 
side and He heals this blind man. It is a picture of the disciples, 
spiritually. You and I should be getting it now. You see, I get it! I 
know why the disciples don’t get it! God is opening their eyes to who 
He is, but He had not fully opened their eyes to who He is. They are 
going to be fully healed later. Did you get that? Do you see that? 
When Jesus spits in the eyes of the blind man and his vision is blurry, 
it is telling us that the people who really need a miracle in their life 
are the disciples, because their vision of Jesus as the Messiah is 
blurry. I know that because after that, Jesus said, “Who do people 
say that I am?” And nobody got it right. Then He said, “But who do 
you say that I am?” And Peter said, “You are the Christ.” (Messiah) 
Notice Mark doesn’t say Son of God like Matthew does. Mark just 
says the Messiah. See Mark knows the disciples don’t get it yet…who 
He really is.  
 
 

Part 2: The Road to Jerusalem 
In the second part of the book, they start down the road to 
Jerusalem and Jesus began to teach them plainly. He tells them, I, 
the Messiah, am going to Jerusalem and will fall into the hands of the 
scribes, chief priests, and religious leaders, and they’re going to kill 
me. But three days later, I’m going to rise again. The Bible said, “And 
He said this plainly.” What did Peter do after hearing this? He 
rebuked Jesus! Right there in front of the disciples, held his palm up, 
took a stick, and WHAP, rapped Him across the knuckles. Whoa! Are 
you kidding me? When Jesus realizes the disciples saw Peter rebuke 
Him, Jesus rebukes Peter; raps him right back across the knuckles, 
and said “Get behind me Satan!” You are not my ally, you are my 



adversary; “for you have not set your mind on the things of God, but 
on the things of man.” Do you get it? Oh, they believed Jesus was 
the Messiah, but their vision was blurry of who He was. They didn’t 
fully understand who He is, or what He came to do. 
 

• Jesus Prepares His Disciples 
Now Jesus will begin to teach them who He is and what He came to 
do. Right before they get to Jerusalem, Jesus gets another chance to 
heal a blind man named is Bartimaeus. He didn’t heal this man of his 
blindness in two steps as He did before, He healed him instantly. This 
means that by the time we get to Jerusalem, as the reader, the veil 
of the secrecy of who Jesus is should have fallen off of our eyes. We 
should look into the face of Jesus and know fully who He is and why 
He is going to Jerusalem. You see, because of the dullness and the 
spiritual blindness of the disciples, Jesus tells them three times that 
they are going to Jerusalem and what will happen when He gets 
there. The third time, two of the brothers get together and come to 
Him and say hey, when you come into your glory, can we sit on the 
right and left hand side? And Jesus has to teach them what greatness 
is. Then He tells them that the Son of Man did not come to be served 
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom. And then He heals the 
blind eyes of Bartimaeus. All of a sudden, as a reader, we know He is 
the Messiah. He is the Son of God, He is the Son of Man; He is the 
God-Man! But the purpose of His coming to destroy the work of the 
Devil is to give His life a ransom for many. Now we understand why 
He is going to the cross. He is going to the cross to die for our sins. 
Ultimately, by dying for our sins, it sets us free from Satan’s hold 
over us.  
 
Let me tell you what my family does when we go to Disney. We like 
to go to Disney. We don’t just go to Disney for the rides, we like to 
play a game called, ‘Looking for the Hidden Mickey.’ I don’t know if 
you realize this or not, but Disney put ‘Hidden Mickey’ throughout all 
the parks. If you don’t look for them, sometimes you never know 
they are there. It’s kind of like that in the book of Mark. Mark has 
sandwiches throughout his book. They are called a ‘Markan 
Sandwich.’ A sandwich is a piece of meat between two pieces of 
bread, and in the case of Mark, a story between two stories. In 



Mark’s Gospel, he has ten or twelve sandwiches. He has ten or 
twelve places where he’s telling a story, and then he stops telling it 
and puts another story in the middle of it. He tells that story, then 
goes back to telling the original story. Mark not only tells stories to 
frame pictures, but he tells a story, and then interrupts that story to 
tell another story. He tells that story, then finishes telling the story 
that he originally started telling! And when you look at that, you go 
“Wow!” You need to look for them the next time you read Mark.  
 
Let me give you an example. Jesus is coming into Jerusalem and 
when He gets there, He’s hungry. He goes over to a fig tree and 
looks for a fig. But there are no figs on it because it’s not the season 
for the figs, so He curses the fig tree. Now at first, when you read 
that story you are thinking that doesn’t look just of Jesus, to curse a 
tree for not having fruit when it’s not time to have fruit. The disciples 
noticed he cursed the tree that didn’t have fruit, and didn’t think 
nothing about it. Then all of a sudden, He goes into the city, sees the 
temple and gets angry. He drives out the money changers, and He 
tells them His house should have been a house of prayer and they 
had made it a house of robbers, and then He leaves. The next day 
they are coming back to Jerusalem and walk by that fig tree, and one 
of the disciples says, hey Lord, look at the tree you cursed! It was 
dead. The point of the story is if you are not doing what you’re 
supposed to do, there’s no purpose for you. Jesus took that fig tree 
out!  
 
That story of the fig tree serves as the bread; top and bottom. The 
real meat is the temple. Jesus came to temple looking for fruit. There 
was no fruit. When He cleansed it, He cursed it. In the city of 
Jerusalem, He is going to tell them that it’s going to be taken out. 
Now, we know that it wasn’t the real House of God because we’ve 
read the 39 books of the Old Testament. We know that the real 
House that God is going to build is not going to be a house of brick, 
or stone, or mortar; it will be a House of people. Isn’t that cool? Look 
for the sandwiches in Mark’s Gospel. 
  
 
 



• Jesus on the Cross 
In Mark 15, Jesus is on the cross, just like He said. You and I are not 
surprised, because we got it. The disciples are floored, because they 
didn’t. God had not opened their eyes to fully see who Jesus really is 
yet. He is on the cross, and He is dying. But let me remind you what 
happened at His baptism. When Jesus stepped down into the water 
and John baptized Him, the heavens ripped apart, the Spirit 
descended on Jesus like a dove, and a voice was heard from Heaven 
saying, “You are my Son.” Now we are at the cross, and when Jesus 
dies, the veil in the temple was ripped apart from top to bottom! 
That reminds you of the baptism; that’s why Marks is telling this. So 
what are we waiting for now? We are waiting for a voice to declare 
what ho He is. And all of a sudden, from the most unlikely place, 
from the most unlikely person, a Roman soldier says “Truly, this was 
the Son of God.”   
 
Do you see what Mark has done? The only way you and I can really 
know who He is and what He came to do is to see Him at the foot of 
the cross.  When you see Him on the cross giving His life a ransom 
for you and for me, you fully come to realize who He is. He is the Son 
of God who became the Son of Man, to live for you a life you couldn’t 
live, to go to a cross to die a death you and I should have died. 
  

• The Great Commission 
So here’s the story. All the way through this book Jesus told them not 
to tell, and they told. Now for the first time, in chapter 16, He says, 
GO TELL! Go Tell! Go tell! Will we be like the people in the story and 
not do what He says, or will we do what He says? The people in the 
story didn’t do what He said, they did the opposite. That’s what many 
of us are doing… the very opposite. Sometimes I think it’d be better 
if He’d told us not to tell anybody. Because if he’d told us don’t tell 
your neighbor, don’t tell your brother, don’t tell that person that you 
work with, we would probably want to tell. But He told us to tell, and 
so many of us don’t tell. That’s why the world doesn’t know Jesus.  
Everybody in the book who didn’t really see, shouldn’t have told. And 
the only people who really see and should be telling, are those who 
know, and that’s those of us who are following Jesus on this side of 
the resurrection. So the question is, will we go and tell and take the 



message to the world? If we are following Him, that’s what we are 
called to do.  


