
Hardin Students — Our Mission & Our Work

Our Mission: Growing disciples who make disciples

Hardin Students is not its own church, nor its own independent ministry. Rather, Hardin Students
belongs to Hardin Baptist Church. Thus, as a ministry of Hardin Baptist Church, our mission is
the church’s mission: we exist to glorify God by growing disciples who make disciples.

Our Work: Teach the Bible & Shepherd the Family

1. Teach the Bible.

In order to grow disciples who make disciples, the main objective of our ministry is to teach the
Bible. Everything we do flows from a desire to see God’s Word known, loved, and obeyed in the
lives and hearts of teenagers. Therefore, we teach the Bible with three main focuses in mind: (1)
We preach the Word with excitement; (2) We share the gospel with compassion; and (3) We
send into the world with boldness. All in all, we want the Bible to be loved, Jesus to be
treasured, and the nations and our neighborhoods to be reached.

We formally teach the Bible two times per week—at Sunday School on Sunday mornings, and at
our youth Impact services on Wednesday nights. In addition, we incorporate grade-specific,
gender-specific small groups after Impact on Wednesday nights where students meet together
with their leaders to further discuss and apply the Word. Along with having a lot of fun, we also
teach the Bible at various events throughout the year—including events such as Fall Retreat,
D-Now, Snowcross (HS only), and Winter Blast (MS only).

Teaching the Bible overflows into a “mission-mindset” for our students. In the summers, we send
our high school students to do mission work in Costa Rica and Chicago. We also send both
middle school and high school students to do various outreach projects in our local community
throughout the year. Most importantly, however, we regularly remind students that their schools,
their classrooms, their locker rooms, and even their homes are also their mission fields.
Therefore, to be “sent into the world” includes right here in their ordinary lives. This is why each
year we come up with an “evangelism goal” for our students to strive towards as they share the
gospel with the people around them.

2. Shepherd the Family.

We do not view students as isolated individuals, but instead see each one as belonging to a
unique family unit that God has sovereignly placed them under. Therefore, another key part of



our ministry is to shepherd the family. This includes of course teenagers, but it also includes
their parents.

First, we shepherd the family by providing care and compassion to the whole-family. This
includes loving teenagers and their families, praying with them, doing hospital visits, counseling,
and so much more. We want each student—and each family—to know that we love them, and
more importantly that God loves them.

Second, we shepherd the family by equipping and encouraging the whole-family. While we
equip teenagers regularly through our two weekly meeting points and various events throughout
the year, we also want to equip and encourage their parents. This includes formally putting on
one event a year specifically for parents, designed to equip and encourage them as they bring
their children up in the “way [they] should go” (Prov. 22:6) and in “the discipline and instruction
of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Informally, this also includes providing resources and tools about Gen-Z
throughout the year, assisting parents to better understand, love, and disciple their teenagers.


