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Martin Luther said, “This one and firm rock, which we call the doctrine of 

justification, is the chief article of the whole of Christian doctrine, which 

comprehends the understanding of all godliness.”  

Martin Luther was a Catholic priest and a professor of theology. Between 

1513 and 1516 AD, he began a careful, exegetical study of the Old 

Testament book of Psalms and the New Testament book of Romans. 

During those years, he came to comprehend the all-encompassing grace of 

God and the all-sufficient merit of Christ. As a Catholic theologian, his eyes 

were opened to the truth that salvation is a gift from God, through grace 

alone, through Christ alone, through faith alone. It was not long after that 

God opened his eyes to the truth of justification and he became enraged 

with the practice of selling indulgences in the Church. He railed against the 

thought that forgiveness of sin could be bought by someone. On October 

31st, All Hallows Eve of 1517, he went to the castle church in Wittenberg 

and posted his famous 95 theses on the church door. In that day and age, 

the church door functioned as a bulletin board. Many believe that Luther 

posted those theses on the night of October 31st because November the 1st 

is All Saints Day, and in the 1500’s all Christians went to church on that 



day. Therefore, Luther had cast his first shot at what he called the sin of 

the Church. In 1521, at the Diet of Worms, he was condemned as a 

heretic. He was granted safe passage back home, but before he left that 

small town in Germany, a warrant had already been issued for his arrest. 

He was taken by a noble back to a castle where he was afforded 

protection. Over a period of several years in that castle, he began to 

translate the Bible from Latin into his native tongue of German. The 

translation sparked what we call the Protestant Reformation. 

Grace Alone, Christ Alone, Faith Alone  

I must remind you as we continue with God’s unbreakable chain that the 

battle cry of the Protestant Reformation was justification by grace alone, 

through Christ alone, by faith alone. It was a reformation that would sweep 

from Germany across the continent of Europe. Finally, it would land its feet 

on Scottish soil where a reformer by the name of John Knox would serve 

the Cunningham family the first Protestant Lord’s Supper on Scottish soil. It 

is with great humility, yet with great honor, that I take my place with a 

long list of reformers who believe in the doctrine of justification through 

grace alone, through Christ alone, and through faith alone. I pray that God 

will open our eyes to the truth of this doctrine as we look at the link of 

justification.  

Scripture 

“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  And 

those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” 

This unbreakable chain which reveals five activities of God tells us why all 

things work together for good in the life of a person who loves God, who 

has been called according to His purpose. These actions of God reveal why 

we are eternally secure. You will understand why Paul said,”…if God be for 

us, who can be against us.”  



Justified 

Please understand that many of our forefathers sacrificed their lives for the 

doctrine of justification. We have already said that the calling in Romans 

8:29-30 is an effectual call. It is the act of God, whereby He enables and 

persuades a sinner to believe the gospel. In other words, those whom God 

enabled and persuaded to believe the gospel, He also “justified.” 

 “Justified”  is the Greek word dikaioo. As a root, it is translated into 

English by two words, “just” and “righteous.” It is confusing, but when you 

see the words right, righteous or righteousness, or just or justified, they 

are translating this same Greek root word. When it is translated into a form 

of the word “right or righteousness”, it is in a noun capacity. When it is 

translated into a form of the word “justify”, it is in a verb form.  

 The Scandal of Christianity 

At the root of the word “justified”  is the concept that a person is made or 

declared right with God. In other words, He brought those, who He 

enabled and persuaded to believe the gospel, into a right relationship with 

Himself. When you understand this action of God, please see it for what it 

is. It means that those people, who were sinners and were all wrong with 

God, have now been made right with Him. If God called you through the 

gospel, He called you in order to make you right with Him. Sinners have 

been put into a right relationship with God and they are not wrong with 

Him anymore. This is the scandal of Christianity. It is the scandal of 

reformed or grace churches. It sounds unthinkable that God in Heaven can 

declare or make a sinner right with Himself. As a matter of fact, if you 

examine every religion of the world, they are all based on man trying to 

make himself right with his god. All of mankind knows he has wronged his 

god, so when man initiates the salvation process, he believes that he to do 

something right in order to be made right. Religion is a life of trying to do 

the right things to earn a right relationship with God. Within Christianity 

itself, many will declare that same message. They believe that by your own 

actions you must do certain things before you can be brought into a right 



relationship with God. That is why justification is the scandal of the 

reformation, even the scandal of Hardin Baptist Church. If you don’t 

believe that, just take the message of grace alone, by faith alone, out into 

the community and see what reaction you get. Hardin Baptist Church 

stands on the truth that justification is an act of God alone. We, in no 

sense, justify ourselves in the sight of God or make ourselves right with 

God. God declares us right and just. He brings us, by His own act, into a 

right relationship with Himself.  

 Consequence of Disobedience 

How can God do that and be just? In Deuteronomy 25:1 and Proverbs 

17:15, God said not to declare the guilty as not guilty, and not to declare 

the wicked as righteous. So, on what basis can God do what He prohibits 

man to do? In order for God to make a sinner right with Him, He must deal 

with what was wrong with the sinner. And what is wrong with him is that 

he sins. A sinner is separated from God. A sinner is disobedient to God and 

is required to pay a penalty, and that penalty is death. You had to die…Not 

just spiritually and not just physically, but eternally. You had to face the 

consequence of your disobedience. You had to be separated from God. You 

had a debt that you had to pay, but if you paid this debt, there is no hope 

for you. The death you would die would be eternal. You would be 

separated from God forever as a just consequence of your disobedience. 

God dealt with all of that. He dealt with every sin you have ever committed 

in the past, will commit today, and will commit for the rest of your life. God 

dealt with those sins 2000 years ago on a cross when He put our sin on 

Jesus. Jesus died my death, literally.  

 Christ Paid the Debt 

I mean no harm by this, but it irks me when I hear people use this 

statement: “Justified” means God treats us “just as if I had never sinned.” 

That is a cute, little play on the word “justified.” That is a lie! I did sin, I 

sinned big time…but God judged me in His Son Jesus Christ! God does not 

treat me as if I had never sinned, He knows I sinned. He dealt with my sin. 



He didn’t turn His eye from me; He fully turned His wrath on me in His 

Son. It was not me paying my debt; it was Jesus paying my debt on that 

cross. Everything Satan brings to your attention that you have done wrong 

has already been dealt with by God! He paid your debt…wow! That is 

absolutely unbelievable.  

Many times I have been at a restaurant and asked the waitress to bring me 

the check, only for her to tell me someone had already paid the bill. I am 

shocked, but it feels good. I have seen people pay someone’s debt at the 

restaurant and that person say, “If I had known you were going to pay, I 

would have eaten more!” No, you wouldn’t have…you ordered what you 

wanted. One of the biggest misunderstandings when people see that God 

paid their debt at no cost to them is thinking, if I had known God was 

going to forgive me of all of my sins, I would have sinned some more! No, 

you wouldn’t have. If you understand the high cost of God’s Son dying 

your death, you are repentant and sorry for the sins you have sinned. The 

reason this link of justification is so strong is because you will never die the 

death you deserve to die, Christ died it for you. When He died that death, 

He dealt with every sin in your life, and the sin of all humanity. It is the 

scandal of Christianity. 

 Life of Obedience  

There is a second part of justification that we sometimes do not think 

about. In order for God to deal with us and grant a right relationship with 

Him, He had to deal with our obedience. The Law doesn’t give you a 

second chance; it gives you one time to get it right. God absolutely 

demands perfection. Do you know what scares most people about getting 

saved? It is not the fact that God could forgive them of what they have 

already done; it is the fact that once they get saved, they do not believe 

they will be able to live the Christian life. Therefore, if they cannot live the 

life, then maybe they will not be right with God and could become un-right 

again. You need to remember that Christ, to satisfy the demands of a just 

and holy God, died your death because you were disobedient. But He also 



knows you must be obedient, and you can’t be. In order to satisfy that 

requirement of God, He lived your life for you. Before He died your death, 

He had already lived your life. The only reason Jesus could offer Himself on 

the cross is because He had lived His life in place of each of us and met the 

just demands of the Law and condemned sin in the flesh! It was so that we 

who are brought into a right relationship with God might, through the 

Spirit, fulfill all the righteous requirements of the Law. When God “justified” 

you, He did not worry about the life you were going to live because Christ 

had not only died your death, He had already lived your life! Therefore, 

there are two aspects of being made right with God. 

1. Your debt has already been paid through the death of Christ. 

2.  Your life has already been lived in Christ. 

 

 Christ Imputed His Righteousness 

When God took Jesus on the cross, He imputed your sin onto Christ and He 

became your sin. God judged your sin; but in judging Christ for your sin, 

He took Christ’s righteousness and gave it to you. He clothed you in the 

righteousness of Christ, both His passive righteousness that was required 

for His death, and His active righteousness that was required in the life He 

lived. You now stand right with God in Christ Jesus…wow! And some of us 

listen to the devil and make him believe that we just don’t feel right. What 

do your feelings have to do with anything? By a declaration of the Judge of 

Heaven, a covenant keeping God, He has once and for all settled the 

matter and has declared you right with Him. 

 


