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Scripture  

“And we know that for those who love God all things work 

together for good, for those who are called according to his 

purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers.  And those whom he predestined 

he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 

those whom he justified he also glorified.  What then shall we say 

to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who 

did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 

not also with him graciously give us all things?  Who shall bring 

any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  Who is to 

condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died--more than that, who 

was raised--who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 

interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 



nakedness, or danger, or sword?  As it is written, "For your sake 

we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to 

be slaughtered."  No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” 

 

 

Have you ever been part of something so great that you couldn’t really 

explain it? Perhaps you have seen the Grand Canyon and saw how 

beautiful and magnificent it was. When you got back home someone asked 

you to tell them what it was like and you just didn’t have the vocabulary to 

explain how great it was. Perhaps it was on your wedding day when you 

saw your wife walk through those doors. Someone asked what that 

moment was like, but it was just one of those events that you couldn’t 

explain what it felt like.  

In verse 30, Paul asked, “What shall we say to these things?” I have a 

moment like that in my heart right now. For weeks we have seen the love 

of God displayed for us, so what in the world can we say? I think we can 

simply say wow…that’s really all there is left to say! I am really blown 

away, I am in awe of how big God is. I want to remind you of what “these 

things” are in God’s unbreakable chain: 

1. He foreknew you.  

God set His covenant love upon us before the world began; before He laid 

the foundation of the world. It was not because of how great you were, or 

what was in you. You were sinful, separated from Him, dead to God and 

alive to sin, but He loved you anyway.  



 

 

2. He predestined you to be conformed to the image of Jesus 

Christ.  

He marked out the boundary of your life so that you would become and 

look like Jesus.  

3. He called you. 

He affectionately called you. When you heard the gospel, God persuaded 

you through His Holy Spirit to open your eyes and believe in Jesus.  

4. He justified you.  

When you repented of your sins, and put your faith and trust in Jesus, God 

justified you. He made you right with Himself. It wasn’t based on what you 

did, but on the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

5. He glorified you. 

Paul speaks of it in a past tense. In other words, he was so certain that 

those God foreknew, predestined, called, and justified, he spoke of it as if 

it has already happened.  

 

God is For Us 

Then Paul begins with a series of rhetorical questions to get us to think 

about our salvation and the gospel. Paul said:  

A. What do we say to these things? 

Paul said we at least have to say that God is for us. I mean, look at the 

links of that chain. Look at how much God has displayed His love for you. 

There is only one conclusion: God is for us. 



 

B. If God is for us, who can be against us?  

Now, there are people and there are beings that are against us. For 

instance, Satan is against us. If you are a believer, Satan is against you. 

There are people in your life against you. It could be a co-worker that is 

trying to pull you away from Christ. It could be a student at school who is 

trying to pull you away from Christ. It could be your own mom or dad 

trying to pull you away from Christ. There are a lot of things that are 

against us as well. In general, the media is against you as a Christian. The 

culture at large is often against you as a Christian.  

Paul isn’t saying that no one will be against you, it is rhetorical. He is 

saying that if God is for you, then who really cares who is against you! I 

mean, line them all up and think about this; God is for you. He is trying to 

get you to see that if God is for you, it doesn’t really matter who else is 

against you because God is greater than any being in the universe that 

could possibly be against you.  

How do we know that God is for you? He answers the question by saying 

that God did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us. Here is how 

you can know, here is how you can bank on, here is how you can know for 

certain that God is for you; He didn’t spare His own Son in order to redeem 

you. His own Son, the second member of the trinity, became flesh and 

lived a perfect life that we couldn’t live. God sent Him to come on a mission 

to seek and save the lost. He went to a cross, completely blameless, and 

died in our place for our sins. God gave His only Son, and you can bank on 

that He is for you, because He didn’t withhold His own Son in your place. 

So we can see that God is for us because He gave His Son, but what about 

now? How do we know that God is still for us? Paul continues the verse. 

C. How will he not also with Him graciously give us all things?  

He is still for you, and will graciously give you all things pertaining to your 

salvation through Jesus Christ. It is a guarantee. In Paul’s logic, he is 



arguing from the greater to the lesser. He is arguing, if God gave Jesus to 

die on a cross to secure your salvation, how much more will He do all the 

little stuff to keep you saved? That is the easy thing. How much will He do 

to make sure that you keep on loving Him? That is the easy part. The hard 

part was welcoming you into a relationship with Him. The easy part is 

keeping you in a relationship with Him. The easy part is keeping you 

passionate about Him, keeping you repenting of sins, and keeping you 

following Jesus. He is going to make sure that happens through Jesus 

Christ. He will keep giving you grace upon grace.  

You see, some people have the wrong view of salvation. Their view is that 

God starts it and we finish it. God starts it by sacrificing Jesus on a cross in 

our place for our sins, and then we do everything else. We believe, we stay 

faithful, repent of our sins, come to church, share the gospel, read our 

Bibles, and pray. We have to do all this stuff to make sure that we make it 

to the end. That is not true. Not only did Jesus start your salvation, He also 

finishes your salvation. Hebrews 12:2 says that Jesus is the founder, the 

starter, and the perfecter of our faith. He starts and He finishes our faith. 

There is a song that says, “Grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace 

will lead me home.” Grace started this for you, the grace of God through 

Jesus, and the grace of God through Jesus is going to finish this race for 

you. Jesus started it, and Jesus finishes it. So Paul’s logic is that if God did 

the hard thing, He will make sure to do all the other little things in your life 

to keep you saved.  

I want to give you an illustration to help you see Paul’s logic of arguing 

from the greater to the lesser. Every year I take a group of juniors and 

seniors on a mission trip to the country of Nicaragua. As you know, 

missions can be quite expensive. It usually costs approximately $1600 per 

person to send the kids to Nicaragua. We have an Adopt a Child campaign 

where you spiritually adopt a child from the country of Nicaragua. Every 

month you give $15 toward that child. It goes into the bank account, and 

from that, we pay for the students to go to Nicaragua and share the gospel 

with those ‘adopted’ kids. Now, there is a fee to enter the country of 



Nicaragua. When you land at the airport, there is a government person 

who collects $5 per person to get into the country. We tell each student to 

bring this fee. Just imagine that we have landed at the airport and one of 

the students forgot their fee. I am standing behind that student with a 

billfold full of five dollar bills. Now, how many of you think that I would go 

ahead and pay that student’s fee to enter the country? Of course I would! 

It’s not even a hesitation; what is $5 compared to the $1600 the church 

has invested for them to go?  

This is Paul’s logic. If God has done the hard thing by sacrificing His Son on 

a cross to save you, He will do every other little thing to keep you saved. 

It’s like five dollar bills; it’s nothing when you think about the grace of God. 

He will continue through Jesus to give you everything pertaining to your 

salvation.  

The next two questions that Paul raises are forensic in nature. Think in 

your mind that we are walking into God’s courtroom of justice. You are on 

trial here, and God is the judge. Paul asked: 

D. Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? 

Who can come into the courtroom and bring an accusation against you as 

one of God’s elect? Revelations 12:10 says that Satan is the accuser of the 

brethren. So here Satan is with a briefcase full of your life. He has a 

PowerPoint presentation, a slideshow, and a video. He shows God how 

guilty you are before Him. He is telling God everything you have done, how 

many times you have disobeyed, and all you have done to openly break His 

laws. Satan lays out the evidence. Then some of the people you know 

come into the courtroom, and they also testify of all the wrong things you 

have done in your life. Perhaps even you, even your own conscience 

begins to make accusations. You begin to accuse yourself of all the things 

you have done. You don’t believe you deserve God’s grace.  

Now, what is the problem with all of these charges and accusations? They 

are telling the wrong person. Paul said, “It is God who justifies.” In other 



words, all these people are bringing these accusations against you to the 

very one who redeemed you, to the very one who justified you! So God will 

look at the evidence and say yep, that’s true, but all of that sin was dealt 

with on the cross. It is done; I am satisfied, you have been justified. 

Therefore, the logical answer is that no one can bring any charge against 

God’s elect because God is the very one who justified us! No one can say 

anything about you before God because He has dealt with it all on the 

cross of Jesus.  

E. Who is to condemn? 

Think about this with me. Who has the right to condemn? Who has the real 

authority to condemn? In Acts 17:30-31, it says, “The times of ignorance 

God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 

because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead." We see that Jesus is going 

to be our ultimate judge. He is the only one who has the authority to 

condemn you before God. Will Jesus condemn you? Paul basically says 

absolutely not as he answers it in four statements: 

1. Jesus is the one who died for us.  

He died on a cross in our place, for our sins. He is our substitutionary 

atonement. He is the one that paid the penalty of our sins because 

the wages of sin is death. The only one who could condemn us is the 

very one who died for us to pay our sin debt. 

2. Jesus rose again for us. 

Romans 4:25 says, “…(Jesus) who was delivered up for our 

trespasses and raised for our justification.” The resurrection of Jesus 

proves that what He did on the cross really satisfied the wrath of 

God. If it didn’t satisfy God’s wrath, Jesus would still be dead. He 

would still be paying our sin debt. But because He rose from the 

grave, our sin debt has been paid in full. It is over; He defeated 



death and sin, and was raised for our justification. He is raised, 

victorious over our sin and death.  

3. Jesus is at the right hand of God on your behalf. 

Hebrews 10:11-12 says, “And every priest stands daily at his service, 

offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away 

sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of God…” All of the other priests 

continually sacrificed before God because sin was never dealt with. 

Jesus offered a onetime sacrifice of Himself, and now He sits down 

because it has been accomplished; it has been finished. He is at 

God’s right hand; testifying your salvation has been done.  

4. Jesus is interceding for you. 

The one that could condemn us is the one who died for us, rose for 

us, and is at the right hand of God interceding on our behalf. 

Hebrews 7:25 says, “Consequently, he is able to save to the 

uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always 

lives to make intercession for them.”  Your salvation is secure 

because Jesus is still alive at the right hand of God. He is living, 

which means you are living too, in Christ.  

The only way your salvation could fail is if Jesus Christ died. That’s not 

going to happen; He will keep living. So, who can condemn us? Absolutely 

no one! The only one who could is the one who is absolutely for us. We 

have been pardoned. I want you to feel that! You have been forgiven, it’s 

been taken care of; it is over. You don’t owe anything any longer because 

Jesus Christ paid your sin debt.  

My favorite TV show is 24. I love that show! Jack Bower is a CTU agent, 

and every season is one 24 hour day. Every season opens up with a 

terroristic plot on the United States. Jack Bower has to discover the plot 

and stop it from happening. If there is a nuclear bomb that is going to 

explode in New York, he has to stop it. As Jack is trying to figure out who 



is in charge of this, he comes across all of these smaller terrorists who are 

simply working for the big dog. Something usually happens where they 

take one of these little terrorists into custody. The terrorist says something 

like, “I will tell you everything I know, I will tell you the plot and who the 

big guy is if you call the President of the United States, and get me a 

pardon.” So Jack always has a decision to make. Is this person’s 

information worthy of a pardon? A lot of times it is, so he calls the 

President and they get a document that says this terrorist is pardoned and 

they sign it. At that moment, that terrorist, who has killed countless 

people, who is part of a plot to blow up part of the United States, is all of a 

sudden completely free to walk. He is free to go because he has been 

pardoned by the President of the United States of America.  

Now think about us. Think about you as a believer of Jesus Christ. You 

haven’t been pardoned by the President; you have been pardoned by the 

God of the universe. He didn’t just sweep your sin under the rug, He 

brought your sin forth and paid your penalty in full so He can be both just 

and the justifier of the one who has faith in Christ. He has pardoned you; 

that means you are free, and no one can bring any accusation. No one can 

condemn you before God because He is the one who justified you. He is 

the one who pardoned you.  

F. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

McArthur’s Commentary says that this word “who” can also be translated 

as what. I think that is probably more likely. So the question is ‘what’ can 

separate us from the love of Christ? Now, when I talk about the security of 

the believer, there is a common objection. People say, “I realize there is 

nothing I can do that will separate me from Christ. I know there is no sin I 

can commit that will make God stop loving me. There is nothing I can do 

because Jesus died for my sins, past, present, and future; I know I am 

secure that way. But, salvation is about faith in Christ, so what if I lose my 

faith? What if I stop believing in Jesus? What if ten years from now, 

something in my life happens and I stop trusting in Christ; then, will I lose 



my salvation?” I think Paul deals with that issue in these next few 

statements. He ultimately says that there is never going to be a situation in 

your life that is going to cause you to stop believing in Jesus. Ultimately, all 

things work together for good for those who love God. All things, all of 

those bad situations are not going to squeeze you to cause you to stop 

believing. There are going to squeeze you to make you more like Jesus and 

cause you to believe even more, if you are a true child of God.  

Paul gives us a list of things that he questions as to whether they can 

separate us from Christ’s love, and thus our faith: 

1. Tribulation 

Tribulation means being squeezed or being placed under pressure. 

Some of you have felt this. You have been in a situation in life where 

you are being squeezed. It’s like being in a vice that is being cranked, 

and you just don’t know if you can handle it anymore. The situation 

is so bad that you are in a place of tribulation. Will you be squeezed 

to a point where you lose faith? Will you be squeezed to a point 

where you just explode as a Christian, turn your back on Christ, and 

walk away? Paul will say absolutely not! That squeezing will lead you 

to pursue Christ instead of turning from Him if you are a true 

believer. 

2. Distress  

What about being helplessly hemmed in? You are in a corner with 

everything closing in on you. There is nothing you can do, and you 

are in a desperate situation. Could that desperate situation cause you 

to have a crisis of faith where you stop trusting the God of the 

universe?  

3. Persecution  

What if you are being afflicted for your faith in Christ, whether on the 

mission field or your job? As a believer, you are being persecuted. 



Will your friends making fun or your parents kicking you out of the 

house for your faith cause you to lose faith in Christ?  

4. Famine 

You are going hungry, you have lost your job, you are going 

bankrupt, you are at an end; will that situation cause you to stop 

believing in Christ? 

5. Peril 

It means being exposed to danger in general. Will danger cause you 

to stop believing in Christ? 

6. Sword 

What if someone kills you or someone you love? Will that separate 

you from the love of God? 

Before Paul answers, he gives a verse from Psalms, "For your sake we are 

being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered."  

All of those things deal with suffering. He is telling you not to think these 

things are new. It’s not just you who is going through this. It is everyone 

who has ever marched in line with Christ. They have always gone through 

suffering and persecution. It is like we are being killed all day long, like we 

are sheep being led to a slaughter. Suffering is always evident in a 

Christian’s life. The question is if any of this suffering can separate us from 

Christ. Paul’s answers, “No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us.”  He gives us all of these possible 

scenarios and asks if any of these things can cause a crisis of faith that will 

cause you to quit being a believer and lose your salvation. He said 

absolutely not, because we are more than conquerors. We are hyper 

conquerors; we win by a landslide because we are winning through Jesus 

Christ! He is the one who has secured our victory.  



Paul goes on; he wants everyone to know there is nothing that can 

separate you from the love of Christ if you are a true believer in Him. He 

assured us with a list of things that cannot separate us from Christ’s love.  

1. Death, nor Life 

You have death on one end and life on the other, and nothing in 

between can separate you from the love of God. 

2. Angels, nor Rulers  

The NASV translates “rulers” as principalities. I think that is more what 

Paul is getting at; angels on one end, and demons on the other. These 

are extremes in powers, and cannot separate you from the love of God.  

3. Things present, nor Things to Come 

This is an extreme in time; nothing today and nothing in the future         

can separate you from the love of God.  

4. Powers 

Nothing pertaining to powers can separate you from the love of God.  

5. Height, nor Depth  

These are extremes in space. Look up to the stars as far as you want, 

nothing in the galaxy can separate you from the love of Christ. Dig in 

the earth as far as you want, but nothing below us can separate you 

from the love of Christ. 

6. Nothing in All of Creation 

 

Response to God’s Love 

Do you feel what Paul is trying to tell you? There is absolutely nothing that 

can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus if you are a believer 

in Him! It is because all things work together for your good because He 



foreknew, predestined, called, justified, and will glorify you. He promises 

you that. Nothing can separate you, so what shall we say to these things? 

What is our response to the great love, mercy, and greatness of God? I 

think our only response can be awe…there are no real words to express 

how great our God is to us. He is unbelievable!  

I would like to give a word to unbelievers. For the last few years I have 

had a passion for running. I have never run a marathon, but I love 

marathons. The reason I haven’t is because I have a fear. I fear that I will 

start and not be able to finish. Some of them are a very long way. Imagine 

if I signed up for a national marathon and told everyone I was going, and 

my family was there to cheer me on. I start the marathon and get to mile 

10, my body shuts down, and I cannot finish. How humiliating would that 

be? How will I tell my little boy that I didn’t make it? That is why I haven’t 

run one yet.  

I think maybe some unbelievers do not give their life to Christ for that 

exact same reason. You love the church, you love the thought of Christ and 

being a Christian, but there is a hesitance because you don’t know if you 

will make it to the end. You don’t want to be a hypocrite, you don’t want to 

give up on Christ, or be humiliated with your friends if you abandon your 

faith. Therefore, you haven’t given your life to Christ because you don’t 

know if you can make it to the end. Let these words from this text settle in 

your heart. It says that if you give your life to Christ, if God justifies you, 

you will be glorified! God will make sure everything in your life will end up 

for your ultimate good. He has promised you that. It is an absolute 

guarantee. When you start the Christian life, it isn’t you finishing it; it is 

God finishing it for you. Don’t think that you can’t make it, because the 

truth is you can’t. Jesus can, and He will! So come to Christ, knowing that 

the rest of your life doesn’t bank on your work or merit, it is based on the 

death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. You will make it to the end. 

As a believer, what do you do with the information in our text? Why is God 

telling us all of this? What should it cause us to do? My exhortation to you 



is to get off the couch and do something for the glory of Christ! Do you see 

what God has done for you? Before the foundation of the world, He knew 

you and chose you. He predestined you, called you, justified you, and He 

promises to glorify you! Do you feel the weight of that? That knowledge 

should cause you to want to move, to want to do something for the glory 

of God! We have no excuse to sit in our comfort zones and watch life pass 

by. We should be willing to stand up for Christ and live radically for His 

honor and His glory. It should cause us to go! It should cause us to read 

our Bibles, pray, share our faith, start a Bible study, or start a mission 

project! It should cause you to do something for the glory of Christ 

because you have felt the weight of what He has done for you. The only 

conclusion is to get off the couch and do something for the glory of God.  

I want to give you a few examples of what God did in the lives of a few 

men. God stepped into Jeremiah’s life and said that before I formed you in 

the womb, I knew you. Before you were born, I consecrated you and 

appointed you as a prophet to the nations. God shows up to Jeremiah, and 

in a nutshell, covers everything that we have covered in the past six 

lessons. He teaches him that he didn’t choose God, God chose him. It 

caused Jeremiah to live a life abandoned to the cause of Christ. He was the 

weeping prophet. He preached the Word of God all of his life, and almost 

nothing happened. Almost no one came to faith in God, but he kept doing 

it because he knew that God started this and had done so much for him 

that he wanted to do this for God.  

Paul is not just a theologian, he was also a missionary. He was a church 

planter and a pastor. He went and made disciples who made disciples 

because this knowledge led him to action.  

Jesus told the disciples in John 15 that they didn’t choose Him, but He 

chose them and appointed them to bear fruit, and that their fruit should 

abide. They didn’t sign up for that, Jesus handpicked them for it. That 

changed everything for them! They lived radically for the kingdom of God 



because they believed that God had a huge purpose for their life, and it 

was to be sold out to His kingdom.  

Martin Luther deeply believed the things we have covered. That knowledge 

that justification was by faith and nothing of himself caused him to go and 

nail the 95 Theses on the castle church in Wittenberg, knowing it would 

probably get him killed. But he did it for the glory of God. The knowledge 

of what God had done for all of these men caused them to do something 

for God.  

Here is our application. These six lessons should lead you to stand in awe 

of how much God loves you. You should stand in awe to know that God is 

for you, so who can be against you. No one can bring a charge against you 

or condemn you, and nothing can separate you from the love of God. 

Therefore, with all of that knowledge, go do something! Live for the glory 

of Christ. He has a plan for your life; He wants you to be used for His 

kingdom.  

 

 


