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Scripture 
 
“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good.” 
 
 
I heard about a man who made a statement to his buddy that he 
thought he had been in love three times. The friend said, “What do you 
mean you thought you were in love three times?” He said, “Well, the first 
time I was in love, I met a lady in Church and I really cared about her a 
whole lot. I thought I loved her, but I soon realized that she didn't care 
anything about me and when that relationship ended, I realized I really 
didn't love her.” The friend said, “Are you sure you didn't love her?” He 
said, “No I didn't love her, I just had an obsession of her.” He said, “Now 
the second time I thought I fell in love is when I met a lady at work. She 
was really beautiful and wow, I thought I was madly in love with her, but 
she just didn't understand me and wouldn't give me any attention at 
all, and soon I realized that I really didn't love her.” The friend said, “Now 
are you sure you didn't love her?” He said, “No, I just had a lust for 
her. But the third time, I met this lady on a cruise ship and she was 
different from the first two ladies that I thought I fell in love with.”  He 
said, “This lady was smart and funny. She was a conversationalist. We had 
a great time on the ship. Every time I was around her, I had this queasy 
little feeling in my stomach. She followed me around everywhere I went, 
and I followed her around.” The friend said, “Well how do you know you 
wasn't in love with her?” He said, “Well, as soon as the cruise was over, 



that queasy little feeling went away. He said, and I realized I just had 
motion sickness.”  
 

Genuine Love 
 
Paul has to put an adjective with love, “Let love be genuine.”  Actually, in 
the Greek language, Paul just said, Love genuine, but that would sound 
like he was telling us something to do. It sounds like a verb, but in the 
Greek language, love can be a verb or a noun. But Paul uses love here as a 
noun; he is describing love. Now, please remember the context, because in 
verse 9 to the end of chapter 12, Paul is going to tell us some short, 
important things that are all in the relationship of the body of Christ, and 
how we as the body of Christ should act within, and without, the body. The 
defining characteristic that Paul believed the Church ought to have was 
genuine love. You are a part of a body, and you now understand that 
you've been gifted to do your part. So as a gifted part, doing its part, you 
and I can help the body carry the weight of being the body. In 1 
Corinthians 12:13-14, Paul begins to discuss spiritual gifts, and in the 
middle of discussing it, he tells us about the lubricant that holds the body 
together, the lubricant that makes the body literally a well-oiled machine. 
What you will discover in the Bible is that the lubricant of life is love. It's 
love that actually keeps me from getting on your nerves from time to 
time. It's actually love that keeps me from rubbing you the wrong way. It 
is love that allows me to stand being around you, because love is the 
lubricant of the body.    
 
We went to the farm show in Louisville and one of the highlights of the 
farm show for me is when they show the cutaways of engines and 
transmissions; the new technology. Part of that engine is glass and you can 
actually watch it as it works, and you could see the oil; the lubricant. When 
they would show those new CVT transmissions, you could see the lubricant 
in those transmissions. This literally allows those gears, those parts that 
move, to work together without overheating, without losing its cool, so to 
speak, and getting bent all out of shape.  
 
That is what Paul is discussing here in the body of Christ. He tells us as the 
Church that as we work together and then launch out into the community, 
it is important that our love be genuine. Now the word for “love” here is 



the highest form of the word in the Greek New Testament, as well as in 
Greek society. Agape, or Agapao love, one being the noun form and the 
other being the verb form, is a word that the Greeks were familiar with, 
but hardly ever used. We have some of those words in the English 
language that we have to look them up in the dictionary because we never 
use them, and you hardly ever hear them. Even though this word Agape 
was the highest form of the word in the Greek language, it was never used 
in Greek society because it was unfathomable to a Greek. Therefore, the 
early Church took over this word and began to use it because they realized 
this was the word really spoke about the love that God had. This is the love 
that arises because there is a need in the one being loved. This is a love 
that has no strings attached; a love that can actually love someone and 
expect nothing in return. That is the kind of love we are supposed to have. 
This love that we have that rises in us because others have needs is a love 
that must be genuine.  
 
1 John 4:8 teaches that God is love. John is clear that if you are a 
believer, you have been called and equipped to love like God loves. In this 
Church we have talked a lot about Christians having the mind of Christ, the 
ability to think like Christ in every situation, but along with having the mind 
of Christ, the Bible also teaches that we have the ability to love like God. 
We can actually have the very heart of God, because according to Romans 
5:5, after justification by faith, the love of God has been shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Which means that each one of us as a 
believer in this body, as a body part, has the ability to love and supply this 
body with the lubricant that we need in order to be who God called us to 
be, within the body and as the body reaches out to the community around 
us. But it is surprising that Paul has to put an adjective with it. It is 
amazing that Paul makes 15 different statements about love in 1 
Corinthians 13. He wants to make sure we understand what it is and what 
it is not. Here, he just tells us to let our love be genuine.  
 

 Sincere, not Hypocritical 
 
The King James Version of the Bible says “Let love be sincere.” We need to 
realize that early in the translations of the Bible into English, many were 
not translated literally from the Greek text, they were translated from Latin 
text because Latin was the dominant world language before the 



English. The Latin in Romans 12:9, had a word sincerus, from what we 
get our English word sincere from. It literally means ‘to be without wax.’ It 
was the word that was used in Roman culture and ancient cultures when 
pottery was prevalent. Men who were merchants would spend hours and 
hours making pots and various vessels to be used in businesses and 
homes. After they would make their vessel, vase, or pot, they put it in the 
oven and it would bake, and many times it would crack in the baking 
process. And so some of those merchants would take fine wax that was 
just like the color of the vessel and they would seal the cracks with it. 
Therefore, a housewife or a merchant lady would go into that shop and 
buy that pot, bring it home and fill it with liquid, put it in the oven, and it 
leaked. So the keen housewife learned to hold it up into the sun, and if it 
was sealed with wax, it would begin to melt. Therefore, in Roman society, 
this term became prevalent. It would be placed on a little sign in front 
of the pot, sincerus, ‘without wax.’ But when you get past the Latin and 
you look back into the Greek New Testament, what the Latin was trying to 
translate was the word from which we get our English word, hypocrite. A 
hypocrite literally means ‘to pretend, to put on a different face.’ It literally 
means ‘to be two faced, to hide behind a mask,’ because this word was 
first used in Greek theater. In that day, they didn't go to the expense of 
fancy backgrounds and fancy costumes, but they had fancy masks on a 
stick that they held up to their face. That mask represented the character 
being played in the play. Sometimes the same player would play four or 
five different people, but the actors didn’t run offstage and have a costume 
change, they would stay on stage and change the mask. He would have to 
remember which part he was portraying and then switch masks for that 
part. 
 
What Paul is trying to say to the Church is that as we make a one-time 
presentation of our body to God as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
Him, love is the lubricant. As we strive not to be like this world and not to 
let the world squeeze us in its way of thinking, and to let our outer-ness 
reflect our true innerness, love is the lubricant. As our mind is being 
renewed so that we prove what God's perfect will is, and as we take our 
place in the body of Christ, love is the lubricant. And as we start doing our 
part, exercising our giftedness in the body of Christ so that the body of 
Christ can reach outside the Church to the community, love is the 
lubricant. So that we don't have a breakdown in relationship, so that we 



don't have a breakdown in connectedness, our love must be genuine. So 
that you don't get on my nerves and I don't get on your nerves, our love 
must be genuine. So that you don't rub me the wrong way and I don't rub 
you the wrong way, our love must be genuine. And so that we can stand 
being around each other, our love as a body part must be genuine; a love 
that is real, not pretentious, not fake, not one way today and another way 
tomorrow. It isn’t thinking something about you and yet acting someway 
else to you. God's love is genuine; it's simple and singular, and ours must 
be too. Paul is talking about a noun, a quality; a characteristic, and that 
characteristic is love. He said it must not be hypocritical; it must be not be 
two-faced.   
 

Love Abhors Evil and Clings to What is Good 
 
We have to be careful or we'll miss this next part. When I read this 
passage, “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good,” I thought Paul was telling me three things. I thought he was telling 
me to let my love be genuine, to abhor evil, and then cling to that which is 
good. But he is actually only telling me one thing. He is telling me to let my 
love be genuine, and then he uses two participles (verbal adjectives) to 
describe genuine love, love that is not two-faced. He is saying that love 
will: 
 

1. Abhor what is evil  
2. Hold fast to what is good  

 
 

 Abhor Evil 
 
This word, “abhor,” is a word that means ‘to hate intensely.’ It literally, 
in fact and terminology, means ‘to get sick at your stomach over it; to be 
appalled, to be repulsed, to be detested by it.’  Yes, the Bible tells us that if 
our love is genuine, there are things we will hate. I think we struggle with 
this in the Church. As a kid, I was told that I was wrong when I used the 
word hate. Now, I'm sure in the context that I was using hate, it was 
wrong, but I really felt like I hated things when I was a kid. I still believe 
that I hate potato salad! But I was told as a youngster that I was not 
supposed to hate; I was just supposed to dislike some things, but never 



hate.  That is absolutely wrong. Psalms 97:10 says, “O you who love the 
LORD, hate evil!” We hate evil because God hates evil. We live in a liberal 
society that tries to teach only one aspect of God, and that is God is all 
loving, and that's not true. Yes, 1 John 4:8 says that “God is love,” but 
Isaiah 6:3 and Revelations 4:8 say that “God is holy, holy, holy.”  Never 
does the Bible say God is love, love, love. The only attribute of God that is 
ever elevated to the third superlative in Scripture, both in Hebrew and 
Greek, is holy. Angelic beings, seraphim, and the four living creatures are 
in the presence of God saying before Him day and night, “Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is and is to come.” In Amos 5, God 
gets sick of the children of Israel for the social injustice in the land and He 
tells them to hate injustice.  In Isaiah 1 as Isaiah begins his prophecy, God 
reveals to Isaiah that He is sick and tired of the worship of the children of 
Israel, and He finally comes to the point where He says, I hate your new 
moons, and I hate your feast day. You can pray all you want to pray to me, 
but I'm sick and tired of it and I'm not listening to you anymore!   
 

 Seven Things God Hates 
 
Proverbs 6 tells us there are six things God hates, seven things that are an 
abomination to Him. There are seven things that make God sick at His 
stomach and He is repulsed by it because He is holy, holy, holy! Yes, God’s 
love is holy, but His hatred is holy too, and it is always measured out in the 
right proportion to the right object. The writer of Proverbs teaches that 
God hates: 
 

1. Haughty eyes 
In the Hebrew, this means ‘eyes that lift up.’ You been around those 
people that are prideful. You been around those people that when you are 
in their presence, you can tell they're not looking at you, they're looking 
over you. They value themselves greater than you. They exalt self, and 
they do not value you; they do not give you your proper place.  
 

2. A lying tongue   
God hates the lie. God, who is a God of truth, knowing the devil is the 
father of lies, hates the tongue that lies.  
 

3. Hands that shed innocent blood 



The Bible says God hates those hands. 
 
4. A heart that devises wicked plans 

 The heart that creates, calculates wicked schemes, wicked imaginations, 
wicked plans, God hates that heart. The heart is the center and the seat of 
the personality.   
 

5. Feet that makes haste to run to evil  
God hates those feet that run to evil. God just started at the top of the 
body and went to the bottom of the body and tells us the acts of the body 
part God hates. I understand how the feet are symbolic of what you really 
want to do and what you really love.  
 
I remember when I first got married, I used to come home from Bible 
college or from pastoring the Church, or helping Dad and I would just be 
tired. Because I was not doing all the things on my wife’s list, when I 
would get home, she would remind me some of the things I needed to be 
doing. I would be laying on the couch, just took my boots off, just got my 
shower, just relaxing, and she starts giving me those things I need to do 
around the house. And I would say Oh hon, I'm tired, and I would explain 
all I had done all day long and why there wasn’t an ounce of energy left to 
do anything. I remember one day laying on our couch in our 14 x 70 
mobile home, three bedroom, two baths; luxurious, under pinning and all, 
half acre lot. I remember the phone ringing, after I had just told her three 
times that I couldn't do the three things she wanted me to do because I 
was too tired. Now, this was before the day of cell phones, this was when 
you actually had to get up off of the couch and go answer the phone; 
when you had a cord, a long cord, if you wanted to do things while you 
were talking, and put the phone to your ear. But I was even too tired to 
answer the phone. There was no caller ID, so you had no clue who it was. 
She answers the phone and I hear her saying, “Uh-huh, uh-huh, uh-huh, 
uh-huh, yep, I'll tell him.”  She hung up and turned to me and said, “Your 
dad's got the combine stuck. He wants you to go to the barn, get the 
chains, bring the tractor, and help them pull the combine out.” Without 
thinking, lickety-split, I jumped up off that couch, put my work clothes on, 
slipped my boots on, and went down the back hallway and out the back 
door when I heard these famous words of my wife, “YOU LOVE YOUR 
DADDY MORE THAN YOU LOVE ME!”  Boy…my feet told the story. My feet 



that couldn't get off the couch for my wife, quickly, without hesitation, 
without thinking, couldn't wait to run to the farm and get on that tractor 
and pull that combine out. That is the picture here.  Feet that don't 
hesitate, feet that runs to evil.  
 
Now I've heard this all my life that God hates the sin, but loves the sinner 
always. But you’ve got trouble now, because when you come to the 6th 
and 7th thing that God hates, God changes from the acts of parts of the 
body and sinful acts to life styles and people. 
  

6. A false witness who bears lies                       
7.  One who sows discord among members   

Again, he switches to participles; present participles that stress continuous 
action. He's talking about people here who have life styles. That person 
who bearing false witness, that's always rearranging things, not presenting 
them as they really are, God hates that person; that person in the body, in 
the family who is constantly unleashing conflict. That's what the word in 
Hebrew means here, ‘to constantly unleash conflict.’ They always see the 
negative side of things; always pulling negative things; always leaving the 
pot stirred. When they lead, they are pot stirrers; the Bible says God hates 
those people!   
 
Romans was clear when God said, “Jacob have I loved, Esau have I 
hated.”  Don't believe that because God is love, God does not hate. 
Because God is love, God must hate. He must hate that which is in 
opposition to Him, that which stands against who He is. God hates, and He 
unleashes His wrath, His Spirit, upon it. What does that mean to us? We 
are to detest, abhor, and intensely hate evil things that are worthless and 
not profitable; things that kill the spiritual life of the body and the spiritual 
vitality of the body part. We are to abhor it, we are to run from it; it ought 
to make us sick at our stomach! We ought to know it's not natural.  
 
We had better be careful, because some of us as Christians have a 
neutral opinion about entertainment and media. We believe because we 
have kicked it in neutral and we are entertaining ourselves that we are “not 
thinking.” When you put that CD on, or turn on the radio, the television, or 
go to the movies, you think it is okay. I'm telling you there ought to be a 
holy hatred towards seeing the evil and the wickedness that surrounds us! 



As Christians, we need to turn the channel or turn it off! We have 
some CD's that ought to go in the trash can! There used to be a time when 
Christians wouldn't go watch something at the movie theater, but Satan is 
clever. We now have the technology to bring it home with us, and many of 
us believe it is okay because no one sees us in the privacy of our 
home. Your God sees you at all times!  
 
Imagine that you have come home from a night out with your wife or 
your husband. You left your baby with a babysitter. She is an accountable 
babysitter, an awesome babysitter. The baby was put to bed at the time 
you told her to put the baby down, and after you come home, the 
babysitter dismisses herself to drive home. Before you go to bed you go 
into the child's room to check on the baby. And there, in the crib, is your 
baby and a coiled rattle snake. You see your baby and you see the marks 
and the redness. There is no pulse, there is no life, and the baby is 
dead. You take that snake to the vet and you have the vet euthanize the 
snake. You then take the snake that bit your baby to the taxidermist and 
you ask him to mount that snake in that coiled position you found it 
in. When he finishes the job, you pay him, bring the snake home and set it 
on the mantle of your fireplace, and every day when you walk by that 
mounted snake, you stroke that snake. Friends come over and ask why 
would you have a snake on the mantle of your fireplace and you tell them 
the story of about what that snake did and why that snake is mounted on 
the fireplace. Is that what you would do to a snake that had bitten your 
child and taken its life? Absolutely not! You would grab something, a hoe, a 
stick, a rake, or a shovel and without thinking about it biting you, you 
would take hold of that snake and you would chop that snake up into a 
million pieces! You would throw those pieces on the floor and you would 
stomp on those pieces; you wouldn't give that snake a proper burial! You 
would throw that snake as far as you could away from you because that 
snake took the life of your child! Why do stroke sin?! Why do we let it 
entertain us?  
 

 Cling to What is Good 
 
If our love is simple, singular, genuine, sincere, non-hypocritical, the 
Church of Jesus Christ will abhor what takes the life from us and what is 
killing our neighbors, and that is sin. We will cling to what is good. See 



Paul gives us the negative and that gives us the positive. The word 
here for “to hold fast,” or to cling, is literally the word the Greeks got their 
word glue from. It means ‘to be sticky.’ He says abhor, get away from, 
don't let evil have anything to do with you; run from it! But when it comes 
to good, glue yourself to it, stick to it, and don’t let it get away. Wrap your 
arms around everything that is worthwhile and profitable in your spiritual 
life because you are a part of something bigger than yourself. You are a 
part of the body, and if this body is going to carry its weight, you have to 
carry your weight! And if you are going to carry your weight, as you 
exercise your spiritual gifts, you must do that in love. Because when you 
do what you do lovingly, that other person that is so different from you, so 
designed to be unlike you, can tolerate you. They can more than tolerate 
you, they can work hand in hand with you; heart in heart with you because 
we not only have the ability to think like Christ, we have the ability to love 
like God. It is His love, the love that is inside of us because of the person 
of the Holy Spirit, which enables us to be the body of Christ.  
 
Are you doing your part? Do your part the right way, so that in doing your 
part, it doesn't separate you from the body, but actually causes the rest of 
the body to work right along with you. There will be no friction, no heat, no 
overheating, because oil actually cools engines. It actually cools gears and 
transmissions. It actually keeps gears from warping when they rub 
together. Oh, it gets pushed to the limit and it gets really, really thin, but I 
can tell you this; this oil called love that God has put in your heart, it will 
never need to be changed because it comes with a life time guarantee. Is 
your love one faced? It is your love that will determine what the world will 
know of us as God's people. It is working together that eventually 
empowers us to go out into the community and really have an impact. Let 
our love be genuine, because love is the lubricant of the body and our 
society. 
 


