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From the beginning of Romans to chapter 11, there have been a lot of 

doctrines. Paul has given us some very important doctrines; the doctrine of 

who God is, the doctrine of who we are, the doctrine of sin and redemption 

and salvation and grace. Primarily, they have been what you need to know, 

and little of what you need to do. Well now we are in chapter 12, and it is 

exceedingly practical. It's as if we have been in the audience watching this 

grand thing called redemption unfold on stage. We have seen all that God 

has done for us. But now it’s as if Paul comes and grabs us from the 

audience and brings us on stage and said now, in light of what all God has 

done, here is what you are to do. First, you need to present your bodies as 

a living sacrifice. And then he told us that we need to discover our gift and 

use it for the benefit of the body. Now, he is going to tell us how we 

should live the gospel; what you should do in light of what God has done 

for you.  

There was a reason Paul was heavy on doctrine before the application; it 

was because Paul knew something. He knew that the way we think is 

ultimately going to be the way we act. In other words, we live out what we 

believe. So Paul has targeted the mind so we think right; so our thinking 

will affect our hearts, and then our heart will affect our hands and our 

feet.  So this lesson be 100% application from the apostle Paul, based on 

what he told us in the first 11 chapters that our God has done for us. We 

are going to look at verses 10 through 13, but we will include verse 9 for 

context.  

 



Scripture  

(9) “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.”  

“Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 

showing honor.  Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, 

serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek 

to show hospitality.”  

 

 

I want to talk about four things this morning: 

1.  Loving the family   

2.  Serving the Lord   

3.  Enduring hardships   

4.  Caring for the family  

 

 

Loving the Family 

The first thing Paul tells us to do in verse 10 is to love the family. He said, 

“Love one another with brotherly affection.” He uses the term “one 

another,” which is talking about the Church; believers that have come 

together. Now, Paul uses two Greek words in this verse that both can be 

translated as ‘love.’ The first one is storge. So when Paul says “love one 

another,” he is saying storge one another.  This was a word the Greeks 

would use in context of family. It is a family kind of love; a love that a dad 

and a mom have for their kids and kids have for their parents. It's a natural 

love, not an earned love.  I have two sons of my own, and the moment 

they were born into this world, they didn't have to earn my love. It was 

natural, and I was attached to them, I was devoted to them, and I was 

tender towards them. That is what this word means, ‘to be devoted to; a 

very deep and tender love.’ Some translations will just say, “Be devoted to 



one another.” Paul tells us to love each other that way. He says, storge 

one another with philadelphia, which means ‘brotherly love.’ 

Philadelphia is a Greek word, but something else probably pops into your 

mind when you hear it, and that would be the city in Pennsylvania. William 

Penn, who founded Pennsylvania, was a student of the Greek culture. He 

loved the Greek language, so he named the city Philadelphia because he 

wanted it to be a city of brotherly love. It means the love between siblings, 

again, it is a family term. Paul takes two words for love that would have 

been exclusively used in the context of family, and he applies it to us as 

the Church.  

So what is Paul saying here? We should love one another like family. We 

should be devoted to one another like family. We should be affectionate 

toward one another like family. We should be tenderhearted towards one 

another just like we are in our physical family, because this is a spiritual 

family. I think we all know that truth that we are a family, but do we really 

believe that; that we are the family of God? In other words, when we walk 

through that door, we are not just coming in and sitting under the same 

roof as individuals, listening to a message, and then getting on with our 

lives. When we come into this place, we are coming into a home. We are 

the body of Christ, we are the family of God. And indeed, that is what John 

says in John 1:12 when he says that for all who have received Jesus and 

believed in His name, He gives the right to become children of God. As a 

believer, this means that God is your Father and you are His child. But it 

doesn't only mean that, it also means you have brothers and sisters.  

Fellow believers are your brothers and sisters; they are your family. Paul is 

saying that because they are your family and they have been saved by 

Jesus just like you have been saved by Jesus, you should have a natural 

affection, a natural tenderheartedness, and a natural devotion to them. 

That is how we should love one another. We should love one another the 

same way family loves one another because we are family.   

 

 

 



So how do we do that?  How do we love one another like family when Paul 

says, “Outdo one another in showing honor?”  Now, when I first read 

that, I thought that was kind of strange. He wants us to love each other by 

outdoing each other. It kind of sounds like there is some competition going 

on, like I'm competing to outdo you. Now if your family is like my family, 

that makes a lot of sense, because my family is extremely competitive, 

especially my father. He is the most competitive person I've ever met. We 

have this card game called Pitch, and around Christmas time we have a 

Pitch tournament. You always want to be on Dad's team, because if you're 

not and you lose, things are bad. He's got this annoying laugh, like anytime 

he does something good and his opponent does something bad, he gets 

this hysterical laugh, and it gets under your skin! You just want to get out 

of the room! He will run around the table and go through the house with 

this hysterical laugh, because he's very competitive; he wants to outdo 

everyone, and he always wants to win.   

Paul says that as the family of God, we should be outdoing one another. 

We should always be trying to win, but what are we trying to win in? We 

want to win in showing honor. It is like we're all competing to be the most 

humble, and that we serve the others the most. So, it's as if I'm competing 

against you to serve you more than you serve me. It is outdoing each 

other.  It is preferring others ahead of yourself. In fact, in Philippians 2, 

Paul said that we should be practicing humility by counting others more 

significant than ourselves. I don't know about you, but that is really hard 

for me!  It's really hard to count others more significant than ourselves, 

and I think the reason is because we still have an unredeemed flesh. We 

still have sin that we battle with. In his book, What Do You Expect, Paul 

Tripp defines sin as antisocial. I mean think about sin at its core; what is 

it?  It is extremely selfish. Sin is all about you and all about me. It is what I 

want. It's what I need.  It is you should serve me, you should honor me. 

Paul is trying to get us to see that we are family. We have been redeemed 

by the blood of the Lamb, therefore we should love differently. We should 

not love sinfully where it is all about us, but we should love selflessly, 

where it is all about the other person. Paul says that as you love each 

other, you should seek ways to show people in the body honor, respect, 



love, encouragement. You should be outdoing each other and setting an 

example in how to serve the body. It's a beautiful picture.   

Serving the Lord  

The second thing Paul says is, “Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in 

spirit, serve the Lord.” He starts off with a negative commandment, “Do 

not be slothful in zeal.”  Zeal is your eagerness to serve the Lord, and he is 

saying not to be slothful, not to be lazy, in your eagerness to serve the 

Lord.  

Now, when I hear that term slothful, it always takes me back to the 

Amazon River. I'll never forget the first time I was on the Amazon River. I 

was ten years old, on a mission trip with my dad, and one of the things I 

really wanted to see on the Amazon River was a three toed sloth. I was 

fascinated by them. First I wanted to see an anaconda, and after the 

anaconda, I wanted to see a three toed sloth. All week we go to the river 

and we don't see one. When the trip is almost over, we go to this boat port 

and it is a little tourist trap. This little kid about my age comes and he's got 

this three toed sloth hanging from him, and he comes up to us and says in 

Portuguese, “For ten dollars, you can hold the sloth, you can pet the sloth; 

you can get your picture made with the sloth.” So of course, that was one 

of the primary reasons for going on the mission trip, so I'm like, “Dad, 

cough up ten bucks; I want the sloth.” So I get this sloth and it's very 

awkward. One of the things I noticed was how slow this thing moved, and 

it was incredible! I would hold up some food for it and instead of just 

grabbing the food, it would very slowly reach up and get it. Then some 

noise would happen over there, and instead of whipping its head around, it 

would slowly turn its head. It was like this thing was like in slow motion 

everywhere it went.  

I think that creature sort of embodies this term to be slothful; to be lazy. 

It's in your service to the Lord. You’re eager, you're not excited; you're 

lazy, you're slothful. You're just moping around because you're not 

passionate about the kingdom of God. Paul says don't do that. Don't be a 

lazy Christian, but instead be fervent in spirit. In English, “fervent” 

can mean ‘to be enthusiastic.’ So let's have some enthusiasm! Don't be a 



sloth, but be very enthusiastic, be joyful, be excited to serve the Lord! 

Now, in the Greek the word is zeo. It literally means ‘to boil over or to 

bubble up.’ In this picture, you have a kettle that is setting over a fire and 

this fire is heating water in the kettle. The water is getting hotter and 

hotter, and the molecules are expanding so much that the water can't stay 

in the kettle. It is boiling over because it is so hot from the flame 

underneath. That is how Paul says we should serve the Lord, as if we've 

got this fire underneath us, this fire of the gospel; this fire of the good 

news of Jesus Christ that is setting our life on fire so much that we're 

boiling over!  We can't contain ourselves because we are so excited to do 

what to serve the Lord!  

Now this word serve, it's that picture of a bond servant serving the 

Lord. It's also the same root word that Paul used in Romans 1:1 when he 

said, “Paul, a bond servant of Jesus Christ.” I remember the first time I 

come across that word bond servant.  It was when I was sixteen years old, 

and it’s kind of an embarrassing story. I was pursuing the dream of being a 

professional motocross racer. That was my goal, so I had people that I 

looked up to and one, in particular, was Jeremy McGrath. He was my hero, 

and I wanted to be just like him. He was the champion at the time, and 

one thing that Jeremy McGrath had that I didn't were earrings. So I'm 

thinking, okay, I want to be a professional motocross racer, he's got 

something I don't have, so maybe if I get earrings, I'll be fast like Jeremy 

McGrath. He's got them, and everyone else on the circuit has earrings, so I 

need earrings so I can go faster on a motorcycle. That was my 

reasoning. So I went up to my dad, I told him my logic and why I need 

earrings. He said no, and I was kind of shocked. He crushed my dream, 

like, I can't be a professional now because I can't get earrings; my life is 

over! So, I knew since dad was a pastor I had to find a biblical angle in 

order to convince him to let me get my ears pierced, so I did some 

research (It was probably the most I read my Bible as a sixteen year old). I 

found this story in Exodus 21, and it's this picture of a slave whose working 

for a master and the slave has fulfilled his duties. He was contracted for x 

number of years and now he is free to go. So the master comes up to 

the slave and says servant or slave, you are free to go; you're a free 

man.  And the Bible said that if that slave so loved the master and the 



master's house, and so loved the way the master has treated him, and so 

loved the work he is doing for the master, he can volunteer to be a 

slave. If he wants to become a bond slave or a bond servant, the servant 

and the master would go to the door of the master's house and they would 

take an awl and pierce the ear of the slave. So of course, there was my 

line, “Dad, I'm a bond servant of Christ. I need to show that through my 

earrings.”  

Of course, it was completely the wrong motivation, but I remember that 

word picture, and that is the word picture Paul was using here in our 

service to the Lord. We are bond servants. Why does that matter? I think it 

matters a lot because the reason we are serving the Lord is not because 

we have to, but because we want to. Christ has come into our lives and He 

has set us free from sin, so we willingly make ourselves slaves to Him 

because He is a great Master. We love Him and He loves us. He gives us 

good things and He knows what is best for us, so we willingly, as a bond 

servant, serve the Lord.  Paul said don't be lazy, and don't be like a sloth. 

Don't mope around, but instead be enthusiastic, be excited about serving 

the Lord, because it's not that you have to, it’s that you get to. It should be 

the joy of your life to serve the Lord, because think of how He served you 

and what all he has done for you.   

Enduring Hardships 

Paul said, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 

prayer.” Look at the middle section of that, “…be patient in 

tribulation.”  That word, “tribulation,” means ‘to be oppressed, to be 

squeezed, to be beat down.’ It's that picture of being backed into a corner 

and things are squeezing against you; things are tough. It's a picture of a 

real hardship, a real affliction that you're going through, and Paul tells us 

to be patient while we feel that pressure. Everything is squeezing in on us, 

but be patient. That word, “patient,” literally means ‘to endure, to 

withstand, to hold your ground.’ You get this image of some situation 

pushing you, it's wanting to crush you, and Paul is saying push against it, 

with all your might stand firm, endure.  So how in the world do we do 

that? How do we endure when the world is absolutely squeezing us to 

death?  I think the answer is, “Rejoice in the Lord, be constant in prayer.” 



That thing that is pushing you down, that hard time you're going through, 

that tribulation, whatever is pressing and squeezing you, Paul says to 

endure and stand firm, by first rejoicing in hope. He says remember the 

gospel, remember God. Your hope should be in God, who is for you and 

not against you. He is a God who has redeemed and promised you that 

whoever He starts a good work in, He will bring to completion. He is a God 

who has promised you eternal life.  He is a God who says all things work 

together for good for those who love Him. He is a God who has redeemed 

you and is sanctifying you, and has promised to glorify you. He is a God 

who has you in His grip and is never going to let go. Paul says as you are 

facing that tribulation, as you are facing that trial, remember the God you 

serve and love and have been redeemed by. Rejoice in hope because this 

situation is not going to ultimately ruin you. You have been promised good, 

in this life or the next. You have hope, the hope that Christ is coming back, 

the hope that you will see Him again. We, of all the people on planet Earth, 

have real, genuine hope, and Paul says whatever trial you are going 

through, you think about and rejoice in that hope. This is why, through 

some of the hardest times in life, Christians can rejoice. They can say, 

blessed be the name of the Lord, for He gives and He takes away, and we 

know there is hope.  

We can also endure hardships by being in constant in prayer. The word, 

“constant,” means ‘to give yourself over to something.’ In other words, as 

you rejoice in hope, give yourself over to prayer. Prayer is important 

because it connects us to our hope, and it connects us to God. No matter 

what hardship we go through we can endure, because that hardship 

actually leads us into a deeper devotion to our God and Savior. We are 

rejoicing in hope and giving ourselves to prayer so that our dependency 

comes from God. God is a God who gives grace after grace. No matter 

what you are going through, no matter how much it's squeezing you in, 

even if you feel like it is going to crush you, it's not. Because you have the 

hope of the gospel, you can rejoice because you have God who gives grace 

upon grace! March to the throne of grace through prayer and let this trial 

lead you into the very presence of God instead of leading you away 

from God. And once you get through that trial, you will be more like Jesus 

Christ on the other end.  



Caring for the Family 

The last thing that Paul is going to tell us to do is to care for the family. I 

think it connects us back to the first point of loving the family. Paul said, 

“Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” First, I 

want to talk about, “…seek to show hospitality.” At the time of Paul's 

writing, it was very important for the Roman church to seek hospitality. 

One of the reasons was because motels and lodging were extremely 

expensive and dangerous places during that time.  So Paul said hey, as 

Christians, you should be seeking out people who are coming through this 

city so you can invite them into your home and show them hospitality. 

Now, we don't deal exactly with that problem today. I guess motels are 

pretty expensive, but they're not really dangerous places. But I think this is 

also applicable to us in that we should be seeking to show hospitality. In 

other words, as a Christian, we shouldn't be living in isolation, but we 

should be seeking out community. We should be seeking out fellowship 

and ways to open up our homes so that other believers, and even 

strangers, can come into our homes, look at our lives, and see what the 

Lord God is doing so they can be encouraged by us. Seek to show 

hospitality, and seek to show relationships. The word, “seek,” means ‘to 

pursue.’ Pursue one another to live together in communities.  

Paul also said, “Contribute to the needs of the saints.” One of the things 

Paul is talking about is financially. This is first century people who are 

coming to faith. Some of them are losing their jobs, which means they 

have no income. So Paul is saying that as the body, you need to take care 

of those people who are losing their jobs because of the gospel. You need 

to provide them with food, shelter, and the basic needs; contribute 

financially to the needs of the saints. Today, we are still obligated in that 

way. If you have a brother or a sister whose hurting financially, we should 

as a church, come alongside them in any way we can to assist and help 

them. But I think it goes deeper than just monetary income or financial 

problems. We all have a lot of needs that might not be financial. We might 

be in the hospital, we might lose a family member, or we might have a 

child born. So whether it's a good thing or a bad thing, there are times 

when the body has needs. Paul is saying that because you love the family, 



because you have that devoted, tenderhearted love toward the family, you 

should be taking care of each other’s needs.  

It is extremely important for us to love each other, help each other, pray 

for one another, be there for one another, and to encourage one another. 

There are some very practical ways of caring for each other. Maybe 

someone is sick and you could take them a meal. Maybe someone lost a 

family member. It would be great if you go to the visitation and tell them 

you're praying for them. If someone is in the hospital, it would be great for 

you to call or go and visit. You could read them a Scripture, encourage 

them, or maybe write them a note and send it to them. Paul tells us to 

contribute to the needs of the saints, and those are very practical ways you 

can do that on a daily basis.  Love and care for the family by meeting the 

needs of the saints, by noticing them, evaluating them, and then using 

your resources to meet them.   

Paul has given us a lot of doctrine for eleven chapters, and now he says 

okay, it's your turn; go and live out the gospel life. I pray that we would go 

and be changed by the gospel so that we are transformed and have a 

desire to live out this amazing new life that we have in Christ.  


