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Scripture 

“We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and 

not to please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build 

him up. For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of 

those who reproached you fell on me.” For whatever was written in former days 

was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of 

endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 

another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one 

another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that 

Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order 

to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles 

might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you 

among the Gentiles,  

and sing to your name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his 

people.”  And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples 

extol him.”  And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who 

arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”  May the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope.”  

 



I read this week about the family who moved from New York City to 

Montana to begin a new lifestyle of ranching. They had researched the 

subject of ranching and just wanted to get away from the hustle and bustle 

of the big city. They sold all of their possessions and they bought a ranch 

in Montana. About a year later, one of their friends decided to go visit 

them in Montana. As he drove from the airport on the Montana highways, 

he finally came upon the sign at the entrance of their ranch. As he drove 

down that driveway, he had 2 questions on his mind that he knew he just 

had to ask. So after they exchanged pleasantries the friend said, “The 

name of the ranch mystifies me”. The ranch owner said, “Well I wanted to 

call the ranch the Bar J and my wife wanted to call it the Suzy Q. But our 

son wanted to call it the Flying W and our daughter wanted to call it the 

Lazy Y. Therefore, we came up with the name Bar J-Suzy Q-Flying W-Lazy 

Y Ranch.” Then the friend said, “But as I was driving down the driveway I 

didn’t see any cattle, what happened to them”? The ranch owner replied, 

“They didn’t survive the branding”… 

 

With a somewhat broken heart, I think of all of the new believers who did 

not withstand the branding of the Church. My understanding of Romans 

chapter 14:1-15:13 is that the Church is not about the survival of the 

strongest. The Church should be about the survival of the weakest.  

This section of Scripture is not dealing with matters of doctrine or morality, 

but matters of conscience. Now, the reason there were differences in 

matters of conscience in the Church at Rome is because the Church was a 

reflection of Rome. Rome was a city of both Jews and Gentiles. Therefore, 

the Church reflected the diversity and different opinions of the community 

about matters of conscience. The Jews had built their life around the Old 

Testament Scriptures, and the Gentiles were pagan. We still see this in the 

Church today. There are some people in the Church who will not share 

your opinion on matters of conscience because they did not come from the 

same background as you. Their background may be different because of 



their social upbringing or racial status. We are not all going to believe the 

same things because of our cultural and lifestyle differences.  

Paul is referring to believers represented in the community of faith in this 

passage.  The strong-minded have made up their mind in matters of 

conscience, and the weak-minded struggle with these matters. Paul is not 

concerned about the weak-minded being like the strong-minded. He is 

concerned about them both being like Jesus Christ.  He is dealing with the 

attitude of the brother who is stronger towards the brother who is weaker. 

This is not between the strong and the strong. It is ok for two strong-

minded people to disagree and hold their own, and not give into another 

brother who is strong-minded.  This is not saying you should not have an 

opinion, or your opinion does not count. This is referring to a behavior that 

is going to cause someone who is weak-minded to stumble. Stumble, 

meaning he is going to trip and fall into sin and it is going to hurt his 

relationship with Christ. There are some things that might be ok for you to 

do, but if you lead me to do it, it would be a sin for me.  

Living in Harmony 

The ultimate purpose of this passage is not so the weak can get their way. 

If you took this passage and applied it to every situation, the Church would 

never rise to the level it should. The Church should not lower its standard 

so the person who voices a concern gets his way just because he voices a 

concern. It is referring to the attitude that we have about our brother or 

sister in the body of Christ. What is the ultimate purpose of this passage? 

Paul desired for the Church to live in harmony, but he knows this harmony 

can only come from God (verse 6). We are to live in harmony according to 

Jesus Christ, so that “with one voice we might glorify God”. The picture is a 

group of people singing in a choir. You do not hear each different voice 

that would draw attention to them individually, but you hear all of those 

different voices blending together as one sound, and there is unity. That is 

the picture of the Church, individuals living together in harmony. The only 

way we can live in harmony is if we understand the Church is not about 



the survival of the strongest, it is the survival of the weakest, and the 

strong have an obligation toward the weak.  

The Strong and the Weak 

“We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak.” 

In the Bible, the words strong and weak are the same root word, except 

the word weak has a negative prefix on it that completely changes the 

meaning of the word. We get our English word dynamo or dynamite from 

this word translated as strong. Dynamo or dynamite does not refer to brute 

power, but to ability. This word conveys, we who are able, we who have 

the ability, we who have walked with the Lord. In other words, we have 

wrestled with, we have made up our mind, and we have got a clear 

conscience about this.  

But we are dealing with people who are au dynamo, which is “unable, 

somebody without ability, or without strength”. The word failings has the 

same meaning in Romans 14:1, but it is translated as weak. It is the same 

Greek word, but one is translated as failings, and the other as weak. In 

other words, “We who are strong are to bear with the weaknesses of the 

weak.” 

Obligation of the Strong 

 To Bear 

This word obligation means to “owe a debt, to be bound by duty.” As a 

Christian, the strong, who have a clear conscience in certain matters, owe 

a debt to those who struggle in these matters. Your obligation is to bear 

his weaknesses.  

Now this word bear can mean two things. The first meaning is seemingly 

negative; it means to “tolerate, to put up with”. Most people do not like to 

tolerate or put up with something or someone! But, I do not believe that is 

what this word bear means here. I believe it is this second meaning: “to 



come in alongside and carry something, to support someone in what they 

are carrying”.  

The picture is of a brother in the Church who is struggling with a matter of 

conscience. We are obligated to help him carry that weakness, or to carry 

that burden because he is still unsure. Now, if you try to impose your 

conscience on his conscience and he does what you are telling him is okay, 

he sins because he is uncertain that it is.  

In chapter 14 Paul called the strong not to look down on the weak, or trip 

him and cause him to stumble in his relationship with God. In chapter 15 

he is telling us we must also bear his weakness, to come alongside and 

help him! I have noticed in the Church that people who disagree have a 

tendency to move away from each other. But the Bible says we are to 

come alongside that person, and because we have got a clear conscience; 

we can actually bear him, or give support to him, while he is making his 

decision.  

We are not supposed to please ourselves, which is a misuse of Christian 

liberty. A lot of people come into grace and believe because of legalism, 

and the liberty of grace, they can now do what they want. There are many 

books written from a Christian perspective in bookstores today about being 

happy, and it is all about you! But this passage is teaching that Christian 

liberty is about being free to not do what you want to do. When it comes 

to matters of conscience, it is not about you, it is about your neighbor.  

 To Please 

Verse 2 tells us we are supposed to “please our neighbor for his good”. I 

think the context teaches that Paul believes the people who are weak in 

the Church are wrong in these matters, because he identifies himself with 

the strong. I think when it comes to eating meat he believes it is perfectly 

okay to eat meat. However, Paul said in 1 Corinthians, “Therefore, if food 

makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother 

stumble.” Paul understood that causing his brother to stumble could 



destroy what God was doing in building up of the body of Christ.  As 

Christians, we are not to look at the Christian life to see what pleases 

ourselves, but to see what pleases our brother.  

Be mindful of this word please. In the Greek, this word means “soften 

toward.” This is not telling us that we tolerate sin, or false doctrine, or false 

morality. It is referring to those matters of conscience in which you have a 

clear conscience about.  

You have to be careful, because sometimes when you make up your mind 

that you are right, you can become intolerant of other people. You can 

become hard toward people because you used to believe what they do. 

You now believe the truth, and want everyone to experience this freedom.  

I believe strong-minded people are hard-headed. If you were to debate me 

in some areas, you are going walk away saying “that is the most hard-

headed man I have ever seen, he does not listen to anyone but himself, he 

thinks he is right”. Yes, I admit it! That’s me! When you have a strong 

conviction in your conscience, you are settled, so you are hard. This word 

please means I am supposed to have a soft heart.  However, you can be 

hard-headed and be soft-hearted at the same time. You can be hard-

headed and have your mind made up about matters of conscience, and yet 

still be soft-hearted. But there is a problem in the Church. People who 

become hard-headed often become hard-hearted. Therefore they are not 

willing to carry or bear with the weakness of the weak.  

 To Edify 

Paul says we are to build our neighbor up. Paul uses the term, build up, 

that says edify in the KJV. It is a construction term which means “to build 

a home”. In other words, we are to come along a weak brother and help 

build him up to get him to where God wants him to be! Therefore, I am 

called to be a neighbor pleaser. Now do not misunderstand this, not a man 

pleaser. A man please is that person who wants the accolades of man. He 

wants man to brag on him. Paul is clear in Galatians 1:10, when it comes 



to the gospel, I am not a man pleaser; I am a God pleaser. This is not a 

distinction between pleasing God and pleasing man, it is a distinction 

between pleasing yourself and pleasing your neighbor. As I stated earlier, 

your neighbor is not an unsaved man here, he is a brother. You should 

have this attitude towards your brother because God put us together so 

that we can be the body of Christ. When it comes to that choice of pleasing 

man or pleasing God, you please God. When it comes to the choice 

between pleasing you and pleasing your neighbor, you please your 

neighbor.  

Bearing Reproach 

Paul is going to give us an example from Jesus in verse 3. Paul does not 

quote an historical act in the life of Jesus where we seeing Jesus doing 

this, but he goes back to the Old Testament and draws on the Scriptures in 

Psalms 69:9.  

“For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the reproaches of those 

who reproach you have fallen on me.” 

The reason is because there has to be a basis for harmony, fellowship, and 

oneness in the Church of Jesus Christ and that oneness must be Jesus. But 

it cannot be what we think about Jesus, it must be what Scripture teaches 

about Him. This may offend most of you, but the majority of us do not 

have views that are based on the Word of God, but on what we want to 

believe about God. Therefore the God we serve, though we have the right 

name, is nothing more than a figment of our imagination.  

Paul is trying to do is ground the unity of the Church on the authenticity 

and the authority of the Word of God. The Word of God points us to Jesus 

Christ. According to Psalms 69:9, Jesus bore the reproaches of those who 

reproached God. This word reproach means “insult”. Those who insulted 

God, and all of the insults about God, fell on Jesus. This Psalms is a Psalm 

of David, and he is saying the reproaches of his enemies are not really 

toward him, they are toward God, but he is bearing the brunt of it all. 



David, who is righteous, is bearing the brunt of the unrighteous because 

they do not like God. That is exactly what Jesus bore on the cross. He bore 

our insults, and He bore our reproach, and our reproach against God. All of 

our sin fell on Jesus and He carried it all. He did not just put up with it, He 

did not just tolerate it; He carried it! That is what you should be doing to 

your neighbor. It is not about the weak being like the strong, it is about 

the strong being like Jesus. The strong being like Jesus gives the weak 

time to make up their mind.  

Endurance and Encouragement 

 “For whatever was written in the former days was written for our 

instruction that through endurance, and through the encouragement of the 

Scriptures we might have hope.” Romans 15:4 

 Paul is trying to tell the New Testament Church at Rome is that if you 

hang in there and endure, and as you remain under this weakness your 

brother has, the teachings of Scripture brings encouragement to you. The 

word endure is the Greek word hupomona, meaning “to stand under, to 

remain under”; it’s the picture of the weight lifter. The word 

encouragement is paraklesis, which means “to be called alongside, to give 

aid, to give help, to give comfort, to give strength to”. The Word of God 

gives you strength to handle whatever situation you find yourself in. It 

gives you the right attitude towards the brother or sister you are dealing 

with. Scripture is not about us, it is all about God.  

That is exactly what verse 5 is going to teach, it is a prayer. “May the God 

of endurance and encouragement…” If you need endurance and 

encouragement, go to Scripture because God is the God of endurance and 

encouragement. The Scripture is the very breath of God! It is the Word of 

God and it reveals to us who He is! As we get into the Word and the Word 

gets into us, Paul’s prayer is that “the God of endurance and 

encouragement may grant you to live in such harmony in accord with 

Christ Jesus.” 



One Voice 

I recently watched the band practice and heard Matt discussing with the 

band whether to play in a B minus or a B plus. They needed to play in the 

same key, or there would not have been harmony. Do you know what 

happens when people who sing are not in harmony? It draws attention to 

individuals rather than to the group. I have been strong-minded enough in 

my day on a few issues that I can say this: sometimes strong-minded 

people have a tendency to draw attention to themselves. The Christian life 

has never been about drawing attention to Christians, it is about drawing 

attention to the Christ of the Christians as the Church. We are to live in 

harmony and be in accord with Jesus Christ so that with one voice we can 

glorify God.  

I am strong-minded, so imagine me really believing I can sing and wanting 

to be in a choir. So here I am in a choir singing Bro Ricky style. Woe to the 

person standing beside me! Now imagine Matt telling me to harmonize. I 

do not have a clue what harmony is! I do not know if I am a soprano, a 

tenor, a baritone, or a bass. I do not think I am any of those! But whatever 

I am, I think I am needed. If I am going to sing with a group of people, my 

voice has to harmonize with their voices so that we sound as one voice.  

In Romans 15, the one voice of this choir is not the worship leader of the 

Church, it is not the pastor of the Church; it is Jesus Christ. This passage is 

about the strong-minded remembering that we are not the lead singer, 

Jesus is. It is about learning to blend our conscience with the conscience of 

the weak, so that the Church together can have one voice in an 

unredeemed community, and that one voice point to Jesus!  

I read this week about a lady who had a background so terrible that I 

cannot even mention it because of the children here. Some people were 

trying to help her and finally pointed her to the Church and asked if she 

had considered the Church? She said these words, “I already feel bad 

about who I am, why would I want to go there, I would only feel worse 

about myself?” That is the attitude a lot of people have about the Church. 



Many people think, why would I want to go down there to those people, I 

would never blend in, I would never be accepted, I would never be 

welcomed?  

I do not believe the weak can come alongside the strong and sing 

harmony, I just do not believe that they can. You could not put me in a 

choir and expect me to sing harmony with someone. But if you are going 

to put me in the choir, you had better put two people around me who can 

sing harmony. That is how the Church is! We have brothers and sisters 

that just do not have it all together yet, but they do not need our 

judgment. They do not need us trying to get them on the band wagon we 

are on, because they are not ready for that yet. They need us to be soft 

toward them. They need us to understand, and stand where they are for a 

little while, and endure them. While we are enduring them, let the 

Scripture encourage us that we are following the example of Christ.  

Welcome One Another 

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 

of God.” Romans 15:7 

Therefore, based on Christ example, we ought to welcome one another, 

just as God in Christ welcomed us. What kind of welcome did God give you 

when you came into the family? You owe that welcome to everyone else 

who is in the family. If God was not stand-offish to us, we cannot dare to 

be stand-offish to each other! How can you come to Church and sit in your 

little section and never engage life in the body of Christ? Could it be 

because Christ is not your example, that you are your own example? 

Christ the Creator/ Servant  

 “For I tell you that Christ became a servant…” Romans 15:8 a  

Jesus was the instrument of creation! When God the Father decided to 

create, He did not create anything without Jesus.  We know the New 

Testament teaches in John 1:1 that when God said, “let there be light”, 



that “Word” that God created through was Jesus Christ. He is the agent of 

creation! That Jesus, the second person of the godhead, became a servant. 

He, who should have been served, served. According to this passage, He 

became a servant, first to the Jews in order to fulfill the promises to the 

Patriarchs, (their father Abraham) and then to the Gentiles that they might 

receive mercy.  

“And” 

In verses 9-12 there are four quotations from the Old Testament: one from 

the Law, one from the Prophets, one from the historical book, and one 

from the wisdom books.  

“As it is written, ‘Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, And sing 

to your name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”  

And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol 

him.”  And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who 

arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.’”   

Do you see that and? It changes everything. I was watching Alabama and 

LSU last night and I was trying to study at the same time. I caught a 

commercial during the game I want to tell you about. Now do not watch 

this because there is a bad part to this commercial, but I want to tell you 

about the good part. There is this company called Coca-Cola and they have 

this product called Coke Zero. They are trying to tell us you can now have 

great taste AND 0 calories. It says it right on the bottle and can. The new 

commercial shows this little boy going into an ice cream shop and the man 

at the counter gives him a vanilla ice cream cone. The little boy looks at it 

and says “AND?” Next appears an ice cream cone with sprinkles and a 

cherry on top, and wow, the boy’s face changes. Then it goes to this man 

who has just gotten a pay raise, and he says “AND?” His boss says, “stock 

options”. Now in his mind he envisions a bigger house, a jet, and a new 

car. In the last scene a guy is in a restaurant and orders Coke Zero and the 

commercial says “great taste AND zero calories!” 



I am amazed at how many people leave out the “and” of the gospel. The 

gospel is not only about those who are Jews, it was also about Gentiles! 

The gospel is not only about Americans, it is also about the nations of the 

world! I cannot attend Hardin Baptist Church and believe it is about me, 

and forget and there are brothers and sisters who have a different 

conscience than I have! The strong has the obligation and owes a debt to 

them; they do not owe a debt to me. My debt to them is to be just like 

Jesus Christ.  

God of Hope 

 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing…” 

Romans 15:13 a 

Some of you do not believe this, and that is why you are miserable. You 

believe life is about you, and that is not the Christian life. Jesus Himself 

said “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” God never told us to look 

at life from our perspective, He told us to look at life from His perspective. 

Our lives should be in harmony so there can be one voice in this 

community praising God. Some of you struggle to live harmoniously as 

much as I struggle to sing harmony. We all need to pray that God will 

grant the ability.  

“…so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope”. 

Romans 15:13 b 

 My God is a God of hope. Being strong-minded means I have the ability to 

bear with weaknesses of our brothers and sisters.  

 


