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This is our 26th exit off of Route 66. When you are traveling from place to 

place, sometimes when you get to a new place, there is a sign that tries to 

capture the essence of where you are going to visit. For example, if you 

were going to Florida, as 

Florida’s state sign, it says, “The Sunshine State.” When you come into 

Kentucky, we proudly tell people they are entering “The Bluegrass State.” 

But there are times when you are traveling down the road that they give 

you descriptions of where you are at because there might be a danger. 

They want you to be aware of what is going on around you. For example, 

if you are going off of Mount Eagle Mountain, there are “Steep Grade” 

signs. In mountainous territory, they remind you there a

As we enter Ezekiel, I want to give you the theme. I want you to get the 

main point before we even start

you need to even enter without being aware of 

if we could have a big road sign of Ezekiel to post at the beginning of every 

chapter, it would say, “God does what He does, in judgment and 

redemption, for the sake of His holy name, and that all may know that He 

is the LORD.” God is a God of action. Over fifteen times 

book, He is going to tell us that everything He does is not for Israel’s sake, 

but for His sake. It kind of makes God sound selfish…how can God be so 

into Himself that everything He does in Israel’s life is not for their sake, but 

His? When you think about that from a human point of view, it sounds self
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exit off of Route 66. When you are traveling from place to 

place, sometimes when you get to a new place, there is a sign that tries to 

capture the essence of where you are going to visit. For example, if you 

, as you leave Georgia and enter Florida, underneath 

Florida’s state sign, it says, “The Sunshine State.” When you come into 

Kentucky, we proudly tell people they are entering “The Bluegrass State.” 

But there are times when you are traveling down the road that they give 

tions of where you are at because there might be a danger. 

They want you to be aware of what is going on around you. For example, 

if you are going off of Mount Eagle Mountain, there are “Steep Grade” 

signs. In mountainous territory, they remind you there are “Fallen Rocks.” 

As we enter Ezekiel, I want to give you the theme. I want you to get the 

main point before we even start, because this is a book that I don’t think 

enter without being aware of whose presence you are in.

e a big road sign of Ezekiel to post at the beginning of every 

chapter, it would say, “God does what He does, in judgment and 

redemption, for the sake of His holy name, and that all may know that He 

is the LORD.” God is a God of action. Over fifteen times throughout this 

book, He is going to tell us that everything He does is not for Israel’s sake, 

It kind of makes God sound selfish…how can God be so 

into Himself that everything He does in Israel’s life is not for their sake, but 

you think about that from a human point of view, it sounds self
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e a big road sign of Ezekiel to post at the beginning of every 

chapter, it would say, “God does what He does, in judgment and 

redemption, for the sake of His holy name, and that all may know that He 

throughout this 

book, He is going to tell us that everything He does is not for Israel’s sake, 

It kind of makes God sound selfish…how can God be so 

into Himself that everything He does in Israel’s life is not for their sake, but 

you think about that from a human point of view, it sounds self-



centered. From a human perspective, to be self-centered means to be 

sinful. How can God be self-centered and it not be sinful? As a matter of 

fact, I would like to propose from Ezekiel and the writings of the New 

Testament, especially, that it would be sinful for God not to be self-

centered. If God shared His glory with another, we would be drawn to the 

other. When we were, we would pin some hope and put some trust in the 

other. Since there is only one God, if we had our trust in another, that 

other would eventually let us down. As a matter of fact, I want to be on 

the record as saying that you don’t have anyone in your human life who 

has not failed you at least once. I don’t care how good your mom, dad, 

kids, or pastor, or church, or anyone else, you don’t have anyone in the 

human realm who has not failed to meet your expectations from time to 

time. If God did what He did for us, others would be drawn to us, and we 

would fail them. When God does what He does unto Himself, ultimately, He 

draws all to Him, and He doesn’t fail a one. Throughout the book of 

Ezekiel, you are going to hear God flat out tell Israel, I’m not doing this for 

your sake, I’m doing this for my sake. I am going to keep My name holy 

because you have profaned it. Over 60 times, you will read, I want you to 

know I am the LORD; I want the nations to know I am the LORD. Ezekiel 

teaches that God does what He does, in judgment and in redemption, for 

the sake of His holy name, and that all may know that He is the LORD. If 

you get that, you’ve got Ezekiel; that is the book. 

Called to be a Prophet 

Ezekiel was a priest and his daddy was a priest. They were living in 

Jerusalem at the time Jeremiah was prophesying that Nebuchadnezzar 

would come and deport them to Babylon. In 606 BC, Daniel is one of the 

first ones to go to Babylon. Ezekiel is still living in Jerusalem. When 597 BC 

comes, Ezekiel and his family, as well as the king, get taken to Babylon. He 

is there five years, so it is now 592 BC, and Ezekiel is 30 years old. Can you 

imagine a priest of God in a foreign land without a temple? What would 

you do if you are a priest and you don’t have a temple? If you read 

between the lines and hear the heart of Ezekiel, but he is missing life in 

Jerusalem; he misses the temple. He literally has nothing to do when God 

breaks into his life and calls him to the ministry of a prophet. When God 



calls him, He gives him a vision of the glory of God. Ezekiel tries to 

describe this vision for us. But he keeps telling us he is failing at it because 

he keeps saying, “It is like,” It is like,” as he is trying to describe the glory 

of God. He describes four living creatures, four face on a throne that has 

wheels, but the wheels have wheels. This throne chariot can see in all 

directions and it can move spontaneously in any direction and be 

anywhere, instantaneously, wow! God is trying to say to Ezekiel, I am 

everywhere My people need to be, and there isn’t anything My eye doesn’t 

see. Now, God is calling Ezekiel to be a prophet to a rebellious people. God 

tells Ezekiel right up front that he was to speak His Words, and all he was 

responsible for was to speak what he hears God say. He said, but know 

this; they are hardheaded, starting with their forehead. They have hearts 

of rock and they aren't going to listen to anything you say. God gave him 

and scroll and told him to eat it. It had writing on it, and Ezekiel said when 

it got in his belly it tasted like honey. This was a symbol for Ezekiel to fill 

himself up with God’s Word. God tells Ezekiel that He wasn’t going to hold 

him responsible for whether the people believe or not or whether they 

repent or continue in disobedience. But He would hold him responsible to 

tell them everything He says for him to tell them. God said, if you don’t tell 

them and they perish, their blood will be required of you. If you tell them 

and they don’t respond, their blood will not be on you, you will have saved 

your soul. Let me just remind you of a New Testament truth.  

Like Ezekiel, we are not responsible for another person’s response to the 

gospel. You can live with your spouse for the rest of their life, and if they 

don’t come to Christ, you are not accountable for that. If your boss never 

puts their faith and trust in Jesus Christ, you are not accountable for that. 

A person’s damnation or salvation is between them and God; you are not 

accountable for that. As the church, we are accountable to see that they 

know the truth; that they have the Word from God that has been entrusted 

to us. 

Prophesies of Jerusalem’s Destruction and Israel’s 

Punishment  

How would you like to know you are going to go prophesy to a 

hardheaded, stone cold people? You could just deliver the message and 



not worry about it, but not Ezekiel. As a matter of fact, when Ezekiel 

realizes how hardhearted and hardheaded they are, he puts his sermons 

into action. He does some bizarre things as a prophet. Because he doesn’t 

have Legos, he goes out into the street and takes dirt, adds water, and 

makes little bricks and begins to make a model city. You have to admit, if a 

prophet of God is on his hands and knees playing in the dirt, you are 

probably going to stop and watch! People began to watch as he builds his 

city, and all of a sudden, he smashes the city. Everybody says, Ezekiel, 

what are you doing! He said I’m doing to my house what God is going to 

do to His house. Do you get what he is saying? God is going to destroy the 

city of Jerusalem. Then he lays on his side for 390 days! That blows me 

away! Can you imagine running out in the street, laying down on your left 

side for 390 days in a row? When the days are over, you go back out and 

start laying on your right side for 40 more days. This is signifying the years 

of punishment for the northern kingdom and then the southern kingdom.  

While he is laying on his side, he has to cook his meals. While he is 

cooking, people start noticing what he is eating. Just picture people 

stopping by while he is cooking, and Ezekiel saying, hey, would you like the 

recipe to this. Sure! What is it? Ezekiel gives them the recipe but says, oh 

yeah, you have to cook it in human dung…But Ezekiel had a problem with 

that, so God said ok, you can substitute cattle poop for human dung. Do 

you get this? A prophet is cooking his meal on dung! When the people of 

God ask why, he said that it would be that bad when Nebuchadnezzar 

starts to seize the city; you will eat and be thankful for it.  

Then Ezekiel starts shaving in public. He takes some of his hair, divides it 

in three piles, and weighs it carefully. When the people ask him what he is 

doing, Ezekiel said, just know that a third of you will die by fire, a third by 

the sword, and a third will go into exile. About that time, the Spirit of God 

grabs him and in a vision, takes him to the city of Jerusalem, (remember, 

he is in Babylon preaching to the exiles) and he gets to see the temple. 

God said, look behind that wall, and look in that closet, look over 

there…God lets him see what the leaders of Israel are doing in the temple. 

It is an abomination and it breaks Ezekiel’s heart because it has broken 

God’s heart. Most of you know that there is a respect for the things of God, 



especially for the older generation. For example, there is a respect for the 

church building. Even though we know the church is the people and not 

the building, the building still gets a certain level of respect. Many times, I 

have seen an older man sternly say to a small group of boys, “Quit running 

in the church!” Now, what is the big deal about running in the church? Why 

aren’t you supposed to do it? It’s because it is God’s house and there are 

things you would do in your house that you wouldn’t do in God’s house. 

God’s house is different from our house. No one would ever thing about 

going into the sanctuary and puffing on a cigarette. So they throw them 

down and squish them into the sidewalk before walking into the sanctuary. 

You don’t do that at your house. You walk right into your house still 

puffing. You may have a cooler in your truck that you would take into your 

house, but you don’t take it into God’s house. As a matter fact, we would 

come unglued if we played the music in church that some of you listen to 

in your vehicles! There are just things you don’t do in the church building 

that you might do out there.  

Then, God gives Ezekiel a real vision of what is going on. Do you 

remember the glory cloud of God that led the children of Israel out of 

Egypt to the Promised Land? It was a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 

night. When Solomon built the temple and they dedicated it and prayed, 

the glory cloud of God fills the temple and the priests left and ran for their 

lives because that curtain said, holy, holy, holy; beware, holy God inside! 

Sinful man could not stand in His presence. The temple became known as 

the presence of God because of that glory cloud. Now, in Ezekiel’s vision, 

he sees the glory cloud coming up off of the Ark of the Covenant, hovering 

above the Mercy Seat, rising above the cherubim with their outstretched 

wings, and it leaves the Holy of Holies. It goes through the Holy Place out 

into the Courtyard, and it just keeps rising and rising until it’s beyond the 

walls of Jerusalem and is now seated on a mountain. What is God trying to 

say? Do you remember Jeremiah’s basket of fruit? The good fruit was the 

exiles and the bad fruit was the people living in Jerusalem. You are in exile 

in Babylon and you want to go home because the temple is in Jerusalem 

and you want to go worship God. You feel like you are in the land of 

Babylon because have done something wrong, and those that are left in 



Jerusalem have the presence of God. Ezekiel is seeing God say in this 

vision that He is not in Jerusalem now; He is gone. He is not there.  

You see, the reason Jerusalem could fall was not because the army of 

Nebuchadnezzar was greater than God; but because God left the 

sanctuary. He left because of the sin of the children of Israel. As long as 

that temple is still standing and Ezekiel knows it will fall, he hammers Israel 

with their sin. He basically says, like mother, like daughter. Sometimes, 

that can be a good thing, but sometimes it can be a bad thing. Ezekiel 

said, don’t forget your momma was a Hittite and your daddy was an 

Amorite. That means they were pagan. I will tone this down, but he said 

your mother was a tramp and so are you. You are just like her. Your 

mother messed around on Me, and that’s what you have been doing. In 

detail, he describes her idolatry as spiritual adultery. Ezekiel lowers the 

boom and said, quit blaming your great, great granddaddy for you being 

here. You are here because your sin, not his sin. There was a Proverb that 

said if the father eats sour grapes; it will set the children’s teeth on edge. 

That meant there was a time in Israel’s history when God held the great, 

great, great grandchildren responsible for daddy’s sin. As a daddy, if I 

knew the particular sin I was going to commit was not only affect my son, 

but my grandkids, my great grandkids, and my great, great grandkids, I 

might think twice before doing it. It is one thing to ruin your life, but it is 

another to ruin someone else’s life! So every time the children of Israel got 

in trouble, they would just blame granddaddy. We kind of do that too, 

don’t we? Now for the first time, Ezekiel comes along and tells them to quit 

blaming their parents for their own mess! You aren't here because of what 

anyone else has done; you are here because of what you have done. You 

have sinned against God.  

Then next thing Ezekiel does is pack his bags. But instead of walking out 

the front door of his house, he digs a tunnel under the wall and crawls 

under the wall. When he gets outside, he reaches under, pulls his suitcase 

out, and starts running away from his house. And the people ask Ezekiel 

what he is doing. He said it would get so bad that when Nebuchadnezzar 

surrounds the city, some of them would try to escape, but there would be 

no escape.  



In chapter 24, God told Ezekiel, your delight is gone. Delight was his wife. 

God took his wife’s life. Ezekiel preaches that morning, comes back that 

afternoon, and finds her dead. How would you men feel if your wife just 

died? Wouldn’t you want your family and friends to gather around so you 

could express how you felt about her? But God told Ezekiel, not a tear; dry 

it up. Not one word, you can't mourn for her. So Ezekiel buried his wife and 

went back to work. The people said, how can you be so cold, how can you 

be so callous? Ezekiel could only say she is better off than you are. You 

just don’t know what is coming because you are so cold and callous; it will 

be that bad. 

The Hope of Israel  

In chapters 25-32, he talks to the nations, but we aren’t going to address 

it. But in chapter 33, God reminds him again that he is a watchman. Then 

a fugitive escapes from Jerusalem and comes back to Ezekiel. He said the 

temple has been ransacked and the city has been burned! From the news 

of the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel’s messages change. Five years after he 

went into Babylon, he started prophesying about the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the temple, and for the exiles not to want to go home yet. 

The city was going to fall. But once the city falls, the rest of the book is 

about the hope Israel now has since the temple has been destroyed and 

Jerusalem has fallen. Up until the destruction of Jerusalem, it was all bad. 

Now that the city has been wiped out, Ezekiel knows there is hope. We see 

three things to come at the end of the book:  

1. A New Shepherd 

2. A New Covenant 

3. A New Temple   

Starting in chapter 34, God, through Ezekiel, is going to warn shepherds 

that they have messed up and aren't worthy to lead God’s people. They 

have exploited God’s people. But God will raise up a new shepherd, and he 

will be King David. He will feed and shepherd God’s people. He will be a 

kind who will not rule as a dictator, but with the heart of a shepherd. When 

he comes and reunites the northern and southern kingdoms, he will 

institute a new covenant. Just as Jeremiah is preaching about this new 



covenant in Jerusalem, Ezekiel is preaching about it in Babylon, except he 

doesn’t call it the term, new covenant. He calls it an everlasting covenant, 

not a conditional covenant; a covenant of peace. God will give you a new 

heart, take out the heart of stone, and put a heart of flesh in you. He will 

give you a new spirit, and it will cause you to keep His command. He is 

going to be their God, and they are going to be His people. Did you get 

that? Under the new shepherd, under the Messiah who we know is Jesus, 

He will shepherd us, and we will be the sheep of God. He will be the Good 

Shepherd and He will give Israel a new heart and a new spirit. An Israel 

that struggled could not keep, in their unredeemed flesh, the law of God. 

In chapter 36:22-32, when God puts a new spirit in them, He said I am 

going to cause you to keep My command and walk in My statute. Israel 

could look forward to the day when she quit failing God and started being 

faithful. She was going to be faithful because God was going to do a work 

in her that He had never done before. He takes out her old heart, put in a 

new one and gives her a brand new spirit.  

In New Testament terminology, it is “old man,” and “new man.” Under the 

Messiah Jesus, when you come into the covenant family, the old man dies. 

You were dead to God and alive to sin and followed your unredeemed 

flesh. It was your nature to sin. That person dies and becomes brand new 

when the Spirit of God comes inside you. You become alive to God and 

dead to sin and no longer follow sin in your unredeemed flesh. You live 

according to the Spirit of God and your nature is now to obey God; you 

want and do what is right! You cannot help but do it, because God causes 

you to do it. He makes you a new man in Christ! That is why that changed 

life is evidence that we have put our faith and trust in Jesus as Lord and 

Savior. Works follow faith, a changed life follows a person who has put 

their faith and trust in Christ.  

To show us how dramatic this is, God, in the spirit, took Ezekiel to a valley. 

In the valley, there were just bones. In my mind, I picture the elephant 

graveyard in The Lion King. There are elephant bones everywhere! Picture 

a valley with human bones everywhere. God said, Ezekiel, can these bones 

live? When you are talking to God, you just realize all things are possible. 

So Ezekiel says hey God, I’m not answering, because with You, yes they 



can live. Then the bones start rattling because the Spirit of God moves in 

the valley. Then flesh starts appearing on the bones and now we have 

dead bodies. The Spirit moves again and says breathe, and the breath of 

God came into those bodies and lived! Israel as a nation was dead. The 

northern and southern kingdoms were in captivity and there is no way they 

could be brought back under one king and one covenant on their own. It 

would take a move of God, so the hope of Israel is in God. What a picture 

of what happens in the New Testament. The Bible paints the picture that 

we are spiritually dead; a rotten corpse before God, until the Word of God 

and the Spirit of God converge on that person and He breathes new life 

into them and raises them from the dead. Being who you are in Christ is 

not a work of you; it is a work of almighty God.  

We have a new shepherd, a new covenant, and we have a new temple! 

Honestly, I spent the majority of my study time in chapters 40-48 because 

it is tough. You will miss it if you don’t see this next part. Remember, the 

temple in Jerusalem has just been destroyed and the glory cloud left it 

before it was destroyed. The people didn’t see that but Ezekiel did in his 

vision. Before he was a prophet, he was a priest and he longed to worship 

God in the temple. In the Old Testament era, when you wanted to meet 

God, you went to the temple, the place where God put His name. Now the 

temple is wiped out, so God is going to give the children of Israel the hope 

that under a new shepherd, under a new covenant, you will worship God in 

a new temple.  

This is not speaking of a temple that will one day be rebuilt where the Arab 

mosque sits over the dome of the rock in Jerusalem. Yes, I know the Jews 

have plans to rebuild the temple. But Ezekiel talks about a temple, rebuilt 

under the new shepherd and the new covenant, and in this temple, there is 

going to be animal sacrifices that will atone for sin. Do you really believe 

that in the future God’s people are going to go back to worshipping with 

animal sacrifice when Jesus Christ died a death on the cross that tore the 

veil in two from top to bottom? No! This signified that what the blood of 

bulls and goats couldn’t do, His blood did, once and for all!  

A Jew could not imagine worshipping God without a temple, so God takes 

Israel’s worship of Him and just says, hey guys, when the new shepherd 



comes and the new covenant is initiated, you will again worship Me! As I 

bring everyone in who have been scattered to the far corners of the earth, 

the ultimate desires of your heart is to worship Me!! Isn’t that what is 

going on in your heart? Jesus Christ, the Messiah of God, the Davidic King 

Shepherd, laid His life down on a cross to give you a new heart and to put 

His Spirit in you. He wrote His laws on your heart and in your mind; your 

sin forgiven, never to be remembered again! We want worship Him! God 

said My glory cloud left the temple in Jerusalem, but it will come again to 

My people. When My presence is prevalent in your life, you will worship 

Me! When the new heavens and the new earth start, there won't even be a 

sun, because when you have Jesus, nothing else matters. When you have 

Jesus, you have all you really need.  


