
1 Timothy: 

Life in God’s Family 

 
This morning, we are having our annual Baby Blessing at Hardin Baptist 

Church.  My wife and I are very familiar with Baby Blessing, because over 

the last six years, we have participated in three of them. I can still 

remember when we had our first child, and all the anticipation leading up 

to it. You learn everything you can possibly learn about birth; that process 

was more information than I ever wanted to know! Then you have the 

baby, put it in its little car seat, and walk out the hospital door. I will never 

forget that moment when I walked out that door and it was just my wife 

and I standing there all by ourselves. I was thinking to myself, what do we 

do now? No one from the hospital staff was planning to come home with 

us!  We thought that we needed the nurses and doctors with us, how do 

we take care of this baby?  Now that it is in my home, I don’t know what 

to do. I knew everything before, but now that we have this little baby, 

what do I do if it cries or does stuff? How do I do this?  We were very 

thankful for the Baby Blessing classes, because we got to hear from other 

families about what we needed to do now that you have a baby. We 

learned about how to bring a little one into our family and our household 

and bring it up. As the baby continues to grow, we continue to have to 

teach it about family; what it is and what you are supposed to do in the 

family. We teach our boys that the number one thing is the family is not 

about you; you are not the centerpiece of this family, there are more 

people here. Jesus is the centerpiece and your mom and I are more 

important, you are part of this family, but not the centerpiece.  We have to 

tell them that a lot and work that through, but then functionally how do 



they behave? We have certain rules in our house that they are supposed to 

abide by; certain things you are supposed to do, certain things you are not 

supposed to do. They are beginning to learn that, but we have to 

continually teach them. As believers, I think most of you had that moment 

when you realized you had a lot of people pouring into you on how to 

become a Christian.  Once you got saved, you walked out of a hospital and 

thought, what do I do now? For some of you it is like you really don’t know 

yet. You haven’t really been taught yet that now that you are a believer 

here is how life is in God’s family; here is what you are supposed to be 

doing in God’s kingdom. From 1st Timothy, we will hopefully learn what it is 

like to live in God’s house. Now that you are a believer and in the family of 

God, what is the family like? What is the church? What are you supposed 

to be doing in this house, and how are you to behave?  

Scripture 

1 Timothy 3:14-16 

I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you 
so that,  if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the 
household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar 
and buttress of the truth.  Great indeed, we confess, is the 
mystery of godliness: 

He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, 
seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the 
world, taken up in glory. 

Household of God 

There are going to be some things in 1st Timothy that you might struggle 

with; I am going to start with these things first, because I know you are 

going to struggle with them. You have to believe this is what God says, not 

what Kory decided or Paul decided, but this is what God tells us.   

 



We find Paul, an apostle and also a pastor, writing to Timothy, a fellow 

pastor whom he has poured his life into. Timothy is the pastor of Ephesus 

right now, so Paul is writing to him to try to give him some 

encouragement. He is writing to him explaining how to behave in the 

household of God. He is trying to convey to him to how to order the 

household of God and he is telling him some things about the church; here 

is what it is and here is what it does. As the people of God, here’s how we 

are to orchestrate our lives within the family of God. In this text, we have 

one pastor telling another pastor how the church is supposed to operate, 

and we as a congregation get to listen in on that conversation so we know 

what we are supposed to be doing in the family of God.  The first thing I 

want us to truly look at is the nature and function of the church. We are 

going to discover that the nature of the church is that we are the 

household of God. When we talk about Hardin Baptist Church, we are not 

talking about the building on 641, we are talking about all of us who are in 

this building right now who have confessed Jesus Christ as our Lord and 

we have experienced a resurrection from the dead. That’s the family of 

God.  If you are in Christ, you belong to this church. What is a church? It is 

a family. You have been adopted into the household of God. We belong to 

each other; we are brothers and sisters in Christ. We are a family under 

our father in heaven, and we are brothers and sisters in Christ. If that is 

our nature, then what is our function…what are we supposed to be doing? 

We are supposed to be upholding God’s truth. There are two illustrations, 

or metaphors, that we see in the verses we read:  

1. A Pillar. It is similar to the big column like you see at the sanctuary, 

those are pillars or columns. If you notice, they are holding up the 

structure above them. If those things fall down, essentially the 

structure would fall down. Those are more for looks, but in reality, if 

those were real pillars and they fell, the structure would fall down. 

That is the idea of us as a church. We are to be pillars to hold up 

God’s truth. Why? Because God’s truth is constantly under attack. We 

are pillars. 



 

2. A Buttress. We are that thing that pushes against a wall to hold the 

wall up or to hold it straight. As the church, we are really to hold up 

or to protect God’s truth. That is one of the things we are to be doing 

as the family of God. We are holding up our father’s truth that he 

revealed to us. At the same time we are to be proclaiming the 

mystery of Godliness which is the gospel; the incarnation of Christ, 

the death, burial, resurrection and the ascension of Christ. Paul uses 

this hymn to say remember we don’t just have truth, but we have 

truth that changes the world. We also proclaim the gospel to the 

world. 

Absolute Truth 

I want to pause for a moment to say we live in a culture that absolutely 

hates both of these things that we just mentioned. Culture hates absolute 

truth. Culture despises this thought of absolute truth; it cannot stand the 

idea of a capital T; something being actually true. Instead, we celebrate 

relativism. We love the idea of what I believe is true, and what you believe 

is true; your truth is good and my truth is good, but don’t you tell me that I 

have to believe your truth. There is one truth that trumps all truths. We 

love relativism in a culture where it believes the Bible is outdated. It needs 

to be modified. It needs to be relative. Morality is mere opinion. There is 

no accountability and there is no judgment, so you just live and do what 

you want believing sincerely that you are doing right and everything will be 

ok. That is what culture loves, but we know as believers God has revealed 

absolute truth to us that goes across all cultures for all people and those 

people are accountable to God’s truth. We have to proclaim the truth of 

God even though our culture hates the idea of absolute truth.  

 

 

Exclusive Gospel 



It also hates the idea of an exclusive gospel.  This is the idea that Jesus 

Christ is the only way to heaven. Culture hates this. We love religious 

pluralism. The idea of whatever religion you follow, whatever path you 

take, you will eventually get to the same place, so you sincerely follow your 

religion and we will sincerely follow our religion believing that we will all 

get to the same place, and all have a good afterlife. Yet, we as believers 

know that is not true because there is only one mediator between God and 

man; Jesus Christ. We have a gospel that we just don’t celebrate with 

ourselves saying, “I am glad we have our version of religion.” No, we have 

a gospel that says we have the only way back to the father, therefore our 

function as a church is to not only uphold truth, but also take that gospel 

to all people everywhere because that is the only way to get back to the 

father. This is our function even though our culture hates both of these.  

The Church’s Response 

There are various responses the church can have to this. I want to cover 

three possible responses:  

1. Selling truth for the sake of the gospel. This is what many churches 

are currently doing. For example, last week I opened up the USA 

Today app and the Presbyterian Church USA, the liberal branch of 

the Presbyterian Church, just officially came out and changed their 

definition of a marriage to be two persons instead of a man and a 

woman. Of course we know why this is right. With all of the cultural 

pressure, and with the acceptance of gay marriage, the idea is if we 

are going to be the church, if we are going to stay relative, then we 

have to be adapting and changing. If we are going to have any 

witness to the culture, then we have to continually adapt to the 

culture. That has been years of adapting. Many years ago, this very 

church had already adapted that women could serve in the role of 

pastorate. They could be elders, teachers, and leaders in the church. 

We are going to see this against the text we are going to study. 

Then, there was a progression that gay men and women could be 



ordained as ministers and serve in that capacity. The third most 

logical step is we must celebrate and change the definition of 

marriage to include anyone; it just keeps adapting as we move on 

through the culture. The idea is culture is changing, times are 

changing, so we have to update God’s truth so we can stay relevant 

and proclaim the gospel. The problem is when we update the truth, 

when we sell the truth, we actually lose the gospel. We see this very 

plainly in this article about the Presbyterian Church. We see that 

church that continually changes its truth to adapt to the culture so 

that it continually grows has actually been on a continual decline. The 

more they sell the truth for the sake of being adaptable to culture, 

they are losing memberships by the thousands. As we sell truth to 

continue church growth in a culture that is ever changing, we also kill 

the church.  

 

2. Selling the gospel for the sake of truth. This is equally as wrong. The 

idea is this: we have the truth, culture has gone crazy, so let’s just 

gather together and celebrate the truth. Let us teach the truth. Let’s 

learn the truth. Let’s tell each other the truth. Let’s be proud of the 

truth. But let’s not go out into the world and tell others about the 

truth. We become this little puddle of people who know the truth, but 

we never tell anyone the gospel. What we have done in that scenario 

is actually sold the gospel for the sake of truth. Both of those are 

equally wrong.  

 

3. Uphold the truth while proclaiming the gospel. This is the correct 

response. That is what we must do as a church. Uphold the truth 

while proclaiming the gospel; not selling one for the sake of the 

other, but realize these go hand in hand. Without truth we don’t have 

the gospel, and if we don’t proclaim the gospel, then what good is 

the truth? We have both; we have the truth and we have the gospel. 

We are going to take the gospel in truth and love to a lost and dying 



world and proclaim it, because people need to hear it. That is the 

nature and function of the church.  

 

The Family of God 

If we are going to live in the family of God, there are some things we need 

to know.   

1. We must defend the truth. Paul tells Timothy in 1st Timothy 1:3 to 

“remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to 

teach any different doctrine, remain in Ephesus so that you may 

charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine.”  They are 

to devote themselves to myth and endless genealogies which 

promote speculation, rather than stewardship from God that is by 

faith. The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart, a 

good conscience, and a sincere faith. The first thing we see is Paul is 

telling Timothy that doctrine matters. Truth matters. Sound teaching 

matters. If you read 1st Timothy this week over and over again, you 

will discover that all throughout the letter Paul is telling Timothy to 

teach the truth, and if anyone is not teaching the truth, get rid of 

them, deal with them. They are shipwrecked so to speak. They are 

abandoning the true gospel, and it is the idea of it really matters that 

we preach and teach the truth of God’s Word, and we believe and we 

defend the truth of God’s Word because doctrine really does matter. 

In fact, he would tell Timothy to train himself in Godliness. Exercise is 

of some value, but training in Godliness is a value in every way. You 

should be training yourself in the truth. You should be exercising the 

gifts that God has given you to promote growth in the truth. We 

should be caring about truth. In the rest of chapter 1, we find that he 

gives us a list of all these sins of people who are going the wrong 

way. He says the problem is these things are contrary to sound 

doctrine. As we misunderstand doctrine and the truth, it affects our 

lives. What you must understand is how you believe is ultimately how 



you are going to behave. When you have a sin problem, ultimately 

you have a belief problem. You do not truly believe what God has 

revealed about himself in his word to you, so you are responding in 

an unbiblical way because you are not responding truly to what God 

has revealed to you. Notice it is not just truth for the sake of truth. 

You know people who love the truth, but it is just about truth. There 

is no love behind the truth that they have.  Paul warns here to teach 

the truth, but then he says the aim of our teaching, of our charge, is 

love that issues from a pure heart. Our teaching should not be that 

we are right and we want to be right for the sake of being right. No, 

we believe God has revealed something to us, and we are in love 

with the gospel so we want to tell people the truth because we love 

God and we love people. Your truth should be backed up with a love 

for God and a love for people. We defend truth, but we also do it in 

love. Why? Because that is what truth does, it is truth and love. The 

second thing we do as a family is we celebrate the gospel. We are 

going to read some verses that Paul give to Timothy that just 

celebrates the gospel and I will make some limited comments on 

each. Verse 16 says the same is trustworthy and deserving the full 

acceptance but Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

That is good news right; I mean that is why you are here. Because 

you are a sinner and you realize you need a savior…not for good 

people, not for those who had it all together; not for the good ones, 

but for the bad ones. Those like you and I who knew they were a 

sinner and they needed a savior. Paul knew that and says, of whom I 

am the foremost. Jesus came for sinners, and Paul said, I was the 

worst of the worst. If you are a believer in Christ, I think all of us feel 

that way about ourselves. If you really understood the gospel, then 

your testimony is not just all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 

of God, but I am the worst of any of them because you understand 

your heart. You understand how wicked it was before God rescued 

you. Because you knew who you were and that you knew Jesus 

rescued you, you are overjoyed with the gospel. Then he says this in 



verse 16, but I received mercy for this reason that in me as the 

foremost Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 

example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. I love 

this; the idea that Christ redeems sinners like us. We were sinners, 

the worst of sinners, but Christ redeemed us, rescued us. Why? So 

we could be an example to others, and so we could display his glory 

to those around us. Paul goes to his past saying he was the worst 

sinner, he goes to his rescue, Jesus rescues sinners like me, and then 

he goes to his present and says Jesus is using me to display the 

gospel, one who has been rescued by the gospel, and now I am a 

testimony and display of God’s mercy and grace to the world. That is 

one of the things you are supposed to do as a family member. As an 

adopted family member into the family of God, you should be 

celebrating the gospel where people are seeing in you the result of 

Jesus saving you, the worst of sinners, and now clothing you with his 

righteousness and now you are a child of his. That is celebrating the 

gospel; knowing your past, your rescue, and now your present walk 

with Christ.  

 

Prayer & Evangelism 

 

So the application is we should be praying. He said, first of all then I 

urge that supplication prayers intercession and thanksgiving made for 

all people. Since you have had the gospel, then you should be 

praying for all people that they might know the gospel as well. Verse 

4 says, this is good and pleasing in the sight of God our savior who 

desires all people to be saved and come to the knowledge of the 

truth. I love this verse. It says he desires all people to come to the 

knowledge of faith. He longs for that, so I wonder if you desire the 

same thing? Do you honestly desire all people to come to know 

Christ, and does that desire actually show in the way you invest in 

people and share with people because you desire all people to be 

saved and come to the knowledge of him? Just like your heavenly 



father desires all people be saved and come to the knowledge of him. 

Do you share that trait that your father has? Do you walk in at work, 

look at people, and say that is obviously not someone God would 

want to be his? That might be somebody, and you sort of deal with 

people differently. Different groups of people are like, yeah I could 

probably show them they might get it, but that guy, no way. God 

says, I desire all of them. How about you go share with all of them, 

then you let me deal with them how I would deal with them?  I 

wonder if we share the same passion that God has for the people 

around us that all people would come to know him?  

 

Celebrate the Gospel 

 

Then he says very plainly in verse 5, for there is one God and there is 

one mediator between God and man, the man Jesus Christ who gave 

himself as a ransom for all. The gospel is the reason we proclaim 

Jesus because there is only one mediator between God and man. 

There is only one man who can stand between us and God and that 

is Jesus; he is the God-man. As God, he has the rights and ability to 

stand in the presence of God; you and I cannot do that. We would 

die in the presence of God. No man can walk into God’s presence, 

but Jesus, fully God, is able stand before his heavenly father, yet at 

the same time, he can sympathize with us because he is fully human, 

so he can literally stand between us and God as the God-man. He 

can mediate and bridge the gap between us and God through the 

redemption he has provided through his death, burial and 

resurrection.  He is the one mediator; there is not several, there are 

not multiple options, the only option is Jesus if we are to be 

reconnected by God. He is the mediator, so that is why we celebrate 

the gospel.  

 

 

Celebrate Gender 



 

The next thing that we celebrate is gender. It is a passage that is a 

little hard to read, and little hard to swallow. We are going to dive 

into it quickly. In this passage, we see that God celebrates gender. 

God loves gender because he created it. He created men and women 

equally different for his glory, so that both, in their unique 

differences, would come together and uniquely give a picture and 

reflection of God. God created men and women equal, they both 

have the same value, dignity and worth, yet he created them equally 

different. They have different roles primarily in the home and in the 

church, which we see in just a moment. Culture hates gender. The 

idea of gender equality in a lot of ways is just saying we want to 

annihilate gender all together. We will annihilate womanhood, 

femininity, masculinity, and manhood. We sort of blend it all 

together, none of it is real, there is no distinction; everyone is the 

exact same, does the exact same thing and have the same positions. 

God would say yes; you are equal; you are equally different. You 

have different roles, and responsibilities, and we are to interact with 

one another. One of the places that should be on display is in the 

family of God that we call the church.  

 

To the Men 

There are a couple of things he tells the men. First of all, when you 

come into the church, we should be praying with Holy hands. A lot of 

times we men are doers, and we want to go, go, go, but instead, we 

should be praying. God wants us to stop and pray with reverence for 

him and stop and know our dependence on him.  

 

To the Women 

To the ladies, he said should have modest dress, not dressing in a 

way to show your good looks, but in a way that would show your 

good works. When you come to the church, when you come to the 

congregation, you should be seen by your good works, not merely by 



your good looks. Then he makes this statement in verses 12-13, I do 

not permit a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man rather 

she is to remain quiet for Adam was formed first then Eve. Adam was 

not deceived but the woman was deceived and became the 

transgressor. These are verses we have to deal with, but it is not 

very culturally hip to even bring up this verse. This is God’s word, 

and as a pastor, I decided a long time ago that I deliver the mail I 

don’t write it, so I stand by God’s words. This is not Kory’s opinion; 

this is what God says, so I am delivering the mail to you. If you don’t 

like it, you have God to go see about it. I would encourage you to dig 

into the word and see what it has to say.  

 

Roles in the Church 

 

The context is not public life, it is not your job or where you work, it 

is not anything like that. The context here is in the assembly of the 

gathering of the church. What Paul I think is very clearly saying here 

is when it comes to the church, the offices of pastor, elder, and 

teacher are reserved only for men. Those men would be the 

preacher, teacher, and ruler over the church, and that is a position 

that is reserved only for men. Why is that? I think is because God 

wants the church to be a place where we display our equality, but 

also our unique differences. The home is another place. The Bible 

tells us that the husband is head of the wife just as Christ is head of 

the church. So the role in the home is the husband is leading, and 

the woman is responding. In the family of God, the men and the 

pastors are teaching and leading, and the women are responding to 

Godly leadership. This means women can do a lot of things in the 

church. In the New Testament, we see women are doing all kinds of 

things; there is just one thing that is reserved for men, and that is 

the office of pastor, that teaching elder ruling position. That was 

culture; that was just Paul back in the day. The problem is this 

scripture doesn’t read it in culture, Paul reads it in creation. He goes 



back to Adam and Eve, and he said here is why that is the case:  

Adam was created first. If we go back to Genesis, we see that Adam 

was created first, and the woman was the helper. Adam actually got 

to name her, that was a symbol of authority over the woman. That is 

built into creation. Secondly, the woman was the one who was 

deceived in the fall. Paul goes back, not to the current culture, but all 

the way back to the beginning to say that there was a pattern that 

God set forward; he created man first. Then he created the woman 

to be the responder and the helper. In the home, that is going to be 

a displayed attribute that we are going to see the glory of God. The 

church is another place we see the displayed attribute that men as 

pastors would lead and teach and women, and the women would 

respond to Godly leadership. Here is where we have to stop as we 

are running out of time but if you are confused or want to read more 

about this, I summited a resource on www.hardinbaptist.org. Click on 

resources, go to sermons, and there are three pdf resources on 

Biblical Manhood and Biblical Womanhood. I would recommend them 

to you. Dig in and find out what God would say about gender, and 

not just Kory or culture, because both of those could probably lead 

you astray. Ladies I want to say especially for you, culture hates 

femininity, they hate the idea that you are equal yet different, but 

what God wants you to do is celebrate your uniqueness and your 

differences and especially come into this place and celebrate the fact 

that we are equal, but yet we are different.  

 

Godly Leadership 

 

The next thing we go to is Godly leadership. Women and men who 

are not pastors are supposed to submit to Godly leadership. Paul 

gives us qualifications for pastors and for deacons. I want you to 

know that on Wednesday the pastors of this church got together 

early that morning and read all of the qualifications, and we prayed 

over each other, holding each other accountable to that, so we have 

http://www.hardinbaptist.org/


done a lot of work in this text as your pastors and we are holding 

each other accountable to make sure that we are men of character, 

men who are leading their families well, and men that are leading 

you well. We have done a lot of work in this text, and we are not 

going to spend a lot of time on this, but what Paul would say in the 

church, there needs to be Godly leadership; men who are not just 

charismatic, but men who have character, and that you can see that 

Godly character in men who you would want to follow.  

 

Family Love 

 

The next thing we look at is family love. When it comes to the family 

of God, we are supposed to love one another. We are supposed to be 

encouraging one another. What Paul will say is that we are supposed 

to encourage both the young and the old. He says do not rebuke an 

older man, but rather encourage him as a father and the younger 

man as a brother; an older woman as a mother, and a younger 

woman as a sister. I love this idea of a family relationship. In the 

family we are like mothers, fathers, brothers, and sisters, therefore 

we are supposed to have a family love for one another, encouraging 

each other as we go as the family of Christ. We are not supposed to 

be just encouraging, but honoring. In chapter 3, we are supposed to 

be honoring the widows, pastors, and the masters. So when it comes 

to the widows, we honor those who are widows, who are truly 

widows; that means they have lost their husbands, they have lost 

their spouse, and also lost everybody. They have no family to care 

for them whatsoever. As the church family, we should be caring for 

them because they are our family. We also read that we are to honor 

the elders, the pastors, and the overseers of the church. That means 

we should be honoring by actually paying them for the labor that 

they do; teaching and preaching the gospel. So they can labor and 

focus on that, because it is good for the overall benefit of the church. 

Also for a master as a worker who is over you; you are to be a hard 



worker especially if your employer, your master is a believer. He says 

just don’t assume that now that they are a brother you can just 

mistreat them or not obey them. He says no, even more so celebrate 

their leadership in your life and work very hard for them so that you 

would honor them.  

 

Exhort the Rich 

Then the last thing we see as far as family love is to exhort the rich. 

We are going to spend a little bit of time on this last statement. Here 

is what we are going to see when it comes to exhorting the rich. In 

our church, who are the rich?  That is a good thing to ask. Paul tells 

Timothy to exhort the rich, so if I am a pastor of this church, I need 

to exhort all the rich people in Hardin? If you are rich, I need you to 

raise your hand right now so I can exhort you. So all of the rich and 

wealthy go ahead and raise your hand so I can exhort you. So none 

of us are rich, none of us have a lot of money?  I am going to try a 

different way to exhort the rich. The question is, who is the rich? We 

know Gallup did a poll, and basically here is what being rich is: it is 

all subjective, there is no definition of being rich. If you ask anyone 

what being rich means, they basically say it means making twice as 

much as I make now. So if you make $20,000 now, $40,000 is a rich 

man. If you make $50,000, $100,000 is a rich man. If you make 

$500,000, you are not rich, millionaires are rich. If you are a 

millionaire, you are not rich, you need to be a billionaire. It is always 

double to what you have currently is the common definition of being 

rich. So, are you rich? I did some Google searching on statistics when 

it comes to the world wide population, and here is what I found on 

the qualifications if you are rich. So listen to these questions, ask 

yourself the question am I rich? Number 1, if you have $2200 in 

assets, this is not just cash, the total of what you have, then you are 

in the top 50% of the world’s richest. If you have made $1500 in the 

last year, you are in 20% of the world’s earners. If you have $61,000 

in assets, that is counting your cars, your house, bank accounts, and 



everything, you are among the 10% richest in the world. If you earn 

more than $25,000 annually, you are in the top 10% of all the 

earners in the world. Listen to this, if you have any money saved 

whatsoever, if you have a hobby that requires any equipment, if you 

have a variety of clothes in your closet, if you have two cars in any 

condition, and if you live in a home or an apartment, you are in the 

top 5% of the world’s richest people. I would say that is every one of 

us. If you earn more the $50,000 annually as a combined family 

income, you are in the top 1% of the world’s earners. Now, if I asked 

the question of who is rich in here I think now we would have to say 

I never thought of myself being rich, but I guess I am because I am 

definitely in at least the top 50%, if not the top 1%, of the world’s 

population. The point is poverty in America is extreme wealth around 

the world. All of us at Hardin would qualify in the account of hey 

Timothy, exhort the rich.  

 

I want everybody to have their ears open because this exhortation is 

probably to every single person in this room. So what is Timothy 

supposed to tell us? He tells us as for the rich in his present age, 

charge them not to be haughty to set their hopes on uncertainty of 

riches, but on God who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 

They are to be good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 

ready to share, storing up treasures as a good foundation for the 

future so that they may take hold of what is truly life. We are not 

supposed to hope in our riches because they are fleeting and fading. 

Hoping in riches only produces pride, but we are to hope in God who 

richly provides. I love it. Don’t hope in your riches, but hope in God 

who richly provides for us and as we do that, the command from 

Paul, which is from God, is actually to be rich. Paul tells us right 

there, here is what I want you to do. I want you to be rich, so 

command the rich people to be rich. I want all of Hardin to be rich. 

What does it mean to be rich; to be rich in good works, generous, 

ready to share? He wants them to be rich in the right way. He wants 



you not to be rich in storing, withholding, and gathering more stuff. 

He wants you to be rich in good works and generosity. You see, 

being rich is not about getting more, but it is about doing more with 

what you have. It is acknowledging that every one of us is extremely 

rich compared to the world’s population. The question is not if we are 

rich, it is we are rich and how are we going to be rich? It is not by 

getting more stuff, but it is doing more with the stuff we have. So if 

you want to be rich, take inventory of the all the stuff God has given 

you and think how you can use those blessings, not just for you and 

your family, but how can you use the things he has given you to be a 

blessing to others, to connect your blessings to God’s mission? That 

is how you are rich. You are rich in good works, you are rich in 

generosity and you are ready to share. The truth is, God has blessed 

us in America. He has blessed us not to be blessed Americans, but he 

has blessed us to go to the nations to be a blessing. So how are you 

using your richness?  Are you using it for you, prideful and hopeful in 

the things you have? Or are you hopeful in God, who richly provides? 

And because he provides, you are serving and being generous 

towards others.  

 

Guard the Gospel 

 

The very last thing is to guard the gospel. The last thing he tells 

Timothy is to guard the deposit entrusted to you; avoid irreverent 

babble and contradictions of what is called false knowledge. While 

professing it, some have swerved from the truth. Timothy was given 

a deposit. He was giving something. Something was deposited into 

his account. It was the truth of the gospel. What Paul begs Timothy 

to do is to guard that deposit, to guard that gospel. So what do we 

do as a church as the family of God? We guard the deposit we have; 

we guard the gospel. As we guard the truth of the gospel and all that 

we know of the gospel, we also proclaim that gospel to the world 

that desperately needs it because that is who we are as the church. 



We are a family of truth upholders and truth tellers. That is what we 

do. If someone asks you at lunch today, “What is the church?”  I 

hope you will say that it is my family; we uphold the truth and we tell 

the truth. We proclaim the gospel to a dying and lost world that 

desperately needs it. So how are we doing as the family? How are 

you doing as a member of the family? Are you upholding the truth? 

Are you proclaiming the truth? Are you being rich, not in riches, but 

in good works and generosity? Are you standing for truth and 

doctrine, while at the same time, proclaiming the truth you know 

because people desperately need to hear it?  


