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I will never forget the look on his face. It was my first year in youth 

ministry, some ten years ago, and I was teaching middle schoolers about 

sexual purity and sexual immorality. When I finished with the lesson, this 

6th grade boy came up to me and said, “You mean to tell me that I can’t 

have sex until I get married?” With that look of confusion on his face, it 

was as if I had told him green Martians had landed on the building. That 

would have made more sense to him. To me, that was very odd because I 

had grown up under the gospel story. I had grown up in a church where I 

knew that you weren’t supposed to have sex until you were married. Here 

was a boy who had not grown up under that story. He was a new comer 

and was absolutely clueless to any such notion that you are supposed to 

wait until marriage to have sex.  

We are going to study a book called 1st Corinthians. It is a letter that was 

written to a church in a city. The city of Corinth was much like this boy. 

They were completely ignorant of the gospel story. They had no clue about 

sexual purity, so they were living completely against what the Bible would 

reveal about sexuality. But something happened. Through the preaching of 

the gospel and Paul planting a church, a church was now in the middle of 



that city. It was a church that was supposed to know the gospel story. But 

the temptation for that church was to forget the gospel story, and instead, 

start living out the story of the Corinthians rather than the story of Christ. I 

think the same is true today. We live in a culture where more and more we 

are forgetting and losing the big story of the gospel. The result of this is 

that as a church inside of our culture, we are tempted to also lose the story 

and ethics of the Kingdom, and instead, accept and live out the ethics of 

our culture. We are tempted to be just good Americans rather than 

Christians inside of America. The same temptations the Corinthians were 

facing are the exact same temptations we face today.  

Scripture  

I want to give you a little overview from 1st Corinthians with some Scripture 

reading. 

“To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in 

every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 

Lord and ours…” (Chapter 1:2) 

“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (Chapter 1:18) 

“It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, 

and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man 

has his father's wife.” (Chapter 5:1) 

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to 

you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you 

are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—

unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures…” 

(Chapter 15:1-4) 



“The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 

Lord your labor is not in vain.” (Chapter 15:56-58) 

 

 

Divisions in the Church 

We see this big story. Paul starts with the cross. They are sanctified, they 

are saved. The word of the cross came to them with power and it saved 

them. At the very end of the letter, he talks about the resurrection. They 

were going to live with King Jesus forever. Therefore, they should be 

laboring; knowing their labor is not in vain. But in between the cross and 

the resurrection, Paul has to deal with all of the sin in the church of 

Corinth. In other words, Paul says they are saints of Christ and will reign 

with Him forever, yet they were acting like sinners. They were living like 

Corinthians rather than living like Christians.  

Corinth had all kinds of problems. As you read this letter, you see there 

was division among the people. Some were saying they followed Paul, 

some said they followed Apollos, and some said they followed Peter. Paul 

told them they needed to follow Jesus. There needed to be unity. They 

were divided. There was an arrogance of wisdom. They were claiming to 

be wise. But Paul says, look, you didn’t get to this church by being wise; it 

was God’s calling through the gospel that brought you into His Kingdom. 

They were bragging about their wisdom. There was immaturity among the 

people. There was sexual immorality. They were bringing lawsuits against 

one another. They were arguing whether or not you could eat meat 

sacrificed to an idol. They were committing idolatry. They were confused 

on gender roles. They were confused about the Lord’s Supper. They were 

becoming drunk and being gluttons at the Lord’s Table. They were 



confused about spiritual gifts. Instead of building up the Church, they were 

building up themselves through the use of spiritual gifts. Some were even 

denying the resurrection.  

Culture of Corinth 

What was going on here? Here is a church that Paul planted! Paul is 

hearing these rumors, and he understands they are forgetting the gospel 

story. They are forgetting the ethics of the Kingdom and are starting to be 

penetrated by the culture of Corinth. This showed up most vividly in the 

area of sexuality. In our culture, I think there is no doubt that the clash 

between culture and Christianity shows up most vividly in the area of 

sexuality today.  

We first need to know the story of the city of Corinth. They were a thriving 

city. It was located in a place that a lot of people had to pass through. 

There was great wealth in that city. There were sporting events all 

throughout the city, and with this brought great money. In fact, they had 

the second largest sporting event, second only to the Olympics. There were 

temples everywhere, there was idolatry everywhere, and sexual immorality 

was rampant. It was everywhere. In fact, there was a temple to Aphrodite, 

the goddess of love. There were over a thousand temple prostitutes who 

would leave the temple, come down into the city, and share her love with 

the city. This was Corinth, the place this church was planted. In fact, in 

Greek culture there was a slang term for someone who was absolutely 

bankrupt in their morality. Someone wild in his living was called a 

‘Corinthian.’ If you were acting like a Corinthian, it meant you were a 

complete and utter sinner, completely reckless with your life. This was the 

culture the Corinthian church was living in.  

It was not a lot different than the culture we live in today. In a lot of ways, 

our culture is the same as the Corinthian culture was. We are living right 

now in what we can only define as a sexual revolution. If you are keeping 

up with it, the sexual revolution is at a velocity that is unprecedented. At 

the forefront of this sexual revolution is the normalization of homosexuality 



and the legalization of gay marriage. That is at the forefront, but we 

actually got here from what preceded it. What preceded it was a devaluing 

of sex and a devaluing of marriage. Those two things became common. 

Those two things became casual rather than sacred. We saw fornication 

begin to be accepted, begin to be celebrated, and then, begin to be 

normalized. In fact, it is not fornication; it is ‘premarital sex’ because that 

sounds a lot better. With that, we had an increase of adultery, which is not 

adultery anymore. It is ‘an affair’ because that sounds a lot prettier and 

doesn’t sound as offensive as what it really is. Now, we have what we 

know of as no fault divorce. That means it is not only granted on the 

legitimate terms the Bible gives, but it is whatever term you want. If you 

simply don’t like your partner anymore, if you don’t want to be married 

anymore for whatever reason, you can get a divorce. With this devaluing of 

sex and the devaluing of marriage, both became very smutty and casual 

rather than sacred. They both lost their identity, so now we live in a culture 

where we really don’t know what sex is. We really don’t know what 

marriage is. We are seeing the fallout from that because we now live in a 

culture where we glamorize sexual immorality in movies, books, and 

advertising. That is where we live. We have fast food restaurants that sell 

cheeseburgers using pornography. That is the culture that we live in. In 

fact, one in every eight searches on the internet is for pornography, which 

is a multimillion dollar business even though most of it is free. We had 

preteen girls who stood in life size toy boxes at the University of Arizona in 

preparation for the Super Bowl as a stand against an uptick in sex 

trafficking in our country at that event. That is the culture we live in. That 

is the culture we are surrounded by. We are taught that sex defines you. It 

is who you are, it is your identity; therefore, erotic liberty is trumping all 

other liberties. It is becoming the supreme liberty of our day. This is the 

culture we are in.  

The Old Story 

The Church in this culture has a mission, just like the Corinthian church 

had a mission in their culture. The mission of the Church is to live as 



redeemed people who live a compelling, different story. We are supposed 

live completely different than what the culture is telling us is normal and 

acceptable. We are supposed to be living out a different, alternative story 

that is defined by the gospel, not our culture. In that, we are showing the 

world an alternative. We are showing the world something better, 

something they are actually looking for and cannot find apart from the Lord 

Jesus Christ. That is the mission of the Church within our culture. That was 

the mission of the church of Corinth within their culture, but Paul tells us 

the problem was they were living under the wrong story. They were living 

out the ethics of Corinth rather than the ethics of the Kingdom.  

 Sexual Immorality in the Church 

Let’s touchdown with what Paul says in 1st Corinthians chapter 5:1, “It is 

actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you…” Now, you 

kind of get the sense that Paul is shocked here. It is like Paul cannot 

believe he is hearing what he has been hearing! It is as if you hear the 

Corinth church sort of yawning, and Paul saying…I cannot believe there is 

sexual immorality among you! And they are like…Hey Paul, what is the big 

deal? There is nothing wrong with it. It is ok. We are progressive; we are 

tolerant. This is alright…Paul says no, this is a big deal.  

The Greek word for sexual immorality is porneia, which means any kind of 

sexual contact outside of marriage between a husband and a wife. Paul 

goes on to say that not only is sexual immorality among you, it is “of a kind 

that is not even tolerated among the pagans…!” In other words, the sexual 

immorality of the church was looked down upon by the Corinthians. That is 

bad! When the culture doesn’t tolerate the sexual immorality inside the 

church, you know it has gone completely against Christ. Paul continues, 

“…for a man has his father’s wife.” In the church, there is this man who is 

probably cohabitating and sleeping with, we presume, his stepmother, 

which is against Jewish law and against Roman law. Everyone knew this 

was wrong, except for the Corinthian church.  



Then in verse 2, Paul said, “You are arrogant! Ought you not rather to 

mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you.” Paul 

brings up this extreme case of sexual immorality. Here is a man sleeping 

with, probably, his mother-in-law, if not his mother, and he said the 

pagans don’t even tolerate this! They were celebrating their freedom 

instead of mourning over their sin. The church was tolerating sexual 

immorality rather than calling for repentance of sexual immorality. He says 

are you arrogant? They are actually bragging about this; they were 

celebrating about this. They probably had this assumption…Hey, we are 

spiritual, and the body doesn’t really matter, so we can do whatever we 

want with our bodies because we are spiritual now…Paul says are you 

kidding me? That is not the case at all. Your body actually matters a huge 

deal. Instead of celebrating and tolerating, you should be mourning. You 

should be calling to repentance those who are in life styles of sexual 

immorality (and other sins as well, which he lists in chapter 5). Paul says 

instead of tolerating this guy, you should actually kick him out of the 

church. You should remove him from among you. Paul said to deliver him 

over to Satan so that his flesh can be dealt with. I think the goal there is so 

that his spirit will be saved, meaning he will repent his sins when he 

realizes how big of a deal this is. Because you have thrown him out of the 

church, now he is going to see his error, he is going to repent, and you will 

welcome him back in. It is the idea that they are doing church discipline to 

promote repentance, not toleration of un-repented sin. 

Then Paul makes a clarification. In chapter 5:9, he said, “I wrote to you in 

my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people…” (So he had 

already written a letter to them not to associate with sexually immoral 

people.) But then, he continues in verses 10-11, “…not at all meaning the 

sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, 

since then you would need to go out of the world. But now I am writing to 

you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is 

guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or 

swindler—not even to eat with such a one.” Paul is saying don’t 



misunderstand me, I am not saying avoid people who are in sexual 

immorality outside the church. I am not saying avoid lost people who are 

acting like lost people. You need to go and love them and be friends with 

them, eat with them, and share the gospel with them. Don’t shun them. 

Love them and reach out to them. What you need to be doing is dealing 

with sin inside the church. You don’t need to be associating with Christian 

brothers who say they love Jesus but are also living an unrepentant, sinful 

lifestyle, and are celebrating it and loving it. He says no, that is where you 

need to draw the line. You need to call that brother to repentance rather 

than celebrating or accommodating that brother.  

I think, sometimes, we do the exact opposite. We want to judge everyone 

outside the church and shun them for living according to their nature. We 

want to accept and celebrate people inside the church who are not living 

according to their new nature! We need to be doing the opposite, loving 

sinners outside the church, loving them to the gospel. But in the church, 

we are to deal with one another’s sin so that we can show the glory of 

Christ in the new story that we are under. 

 Lawsuits Against Their Brothers 

As Paul deals with this issue, he is going to show how the old story and the 

new story of the gospel are contradictory to one another, that they don’t 

make sense together. First, he reminds them of the old story, and then 

also of the new story. He brings up the point that they are bringing 

lawsuits against one another. They are taking one another to pagan court. 

Then in chapter 6:9, he says, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous 

will not inherit the kingdom of God?”  He is telling them to remember their 

old story; the unrighteous are not going to inherit the kingdom of God. 

Don’t you remember that you have been taken out of that story? Then, he 

lists the unrighteous, “Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, 

nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor 

thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 

inherit the kingdom of God.” Here is your old story. Here is the list of 



behaviors that went with that old story. Don’t you get that was your old 

story? That is not a kingdom story. But notice that he brings in the new 

story, the story of the gospel, “And such were some of you. But you were 

washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”  

First, he brings up the old story, which doesn’t belong to you anymore 

because Jesus is actually writing a new story. He brings up some behaviors 

that mark the old story. He starts with the sexual immorality he has been 

dealing with, which has plagued their culture and plagued their church. 

Again, that Greek word is porneia, and it means anything outside of a 

covenant marriage between a husband and a wife. That is one of the 

lifestyles that mark people who are not going to enjoy the Kingdom. If you 

are living an unrepentant lifestyle of sexual immorality, you do not have 

any hope that you are in the Kingdom. This is because you are living in a 

different story, you are not living under the gospel story, which has 

washed you and cleansed you.  

 Idolatry and Adultery 

Then, he talks about idolaters and adulterers. It is amazing how the Bible 

often puts idolatry together with sexual immorality. You see, when you 

worship the one true God, you will also obey Him when it comes to 

sexuality. When you worship any other than the one true God, you will be 

wanting when it comes to sexual immorality, though those two go hand in 

hand when it comes to terms of the Bible.  

 Homosexuality  

The fourth thing he lists is men who practice homosexuality. Now, I have 

to pause here just a moment because this is the landmine that we come to 

in this lesson. This is one of those cultural sensitive topics. I realize that, so 

I am going to spend a little bit of time in this. I know that this is a culture 

that has touched many personally, and in your home, so I want to be very 

delicate with this topic. This is a cultural, hot issue. In fact, just saying 



what the Bible said in that verse got the Atlanta City fire chief fired, not for 

discriminating, but for believing what the Bible says about homosexuality. 

The TV show, Duck Dynasty, almost got canceled because one of the stars 

spoke out against it. We are seeing over and over again, bakers and florists 

getting fined or put in jail because they simply believe what the Bible says 

about homosexuality. Paul says one of the lifestyles, unrepentant lifestyles 

that will not see the Kingdom is men who practice homosexuality. In the 

Greek, he shows both the active and passive participants in a homosexual 

relationship, so he is including both parties. This is probably something 

they wouldn’t have assumed in that culture. In the Greek, the term, 

“homosexuality,” is actually the word that comes from two Greek words 

that Paul put together. Those words come from the Greek translation of 

Leviticus 20:13; “If a man lies with a male as with a woman (i.e. Greek, in a 

woman’s bed), both of them have committed an abomination; they shall 

surely be put to death...” Paul takes the term, ‘male,’ and the term, ‘bed,’ 

which means ‘married-bed,’ and he puts them together. He literally 

translates it ‘male marriage-bed.’ It is a man having a relationship with a 

man as he should be having a relationship with a woman. Our English 

Bibles translate that as homosexuality. That is exactly what Paul is meaning 

here.  

I want to deal with two ditches that I think Christians fall into when it 

comes to the subject of homosexuality. The first ditch is that 

homosexuality is not a sin. That is the first take in Christians today. It is a 

very popular view, a progressive view, and it is definitely a liberal view. But 

the idea is that homosexuality is not a sin. When we take that view, we 

accommodate and celebrate same sex attraction and homosexual behavior. 

There is a book published called, God and the Gay Christian, by Matthew 

Vine, who is a proponent of this position. Basically, he says that the Bible 

writers didn’t understand orientation. They didn’t understand 

homosexuality like we understand it today. When they were talking about 

it, they were meaning sex in excess, not same sex, so Paul was 

condemning is excess sex, not same sex. He makes his case and goes into 



the culture to show how Paul got his view from the culture, which was a 

very excess sexual culture. So it is ok if you have a monogamous gay 

relationship, when it comes to the Bible. The problem is that Paul did not 

get his understanding from Greek culture. He got his understanding from 

Leviticus. He got his understanding from the Bible. In Genesis 1 and 2, God 

created a man and a woman differently, for marriage, so they could 

complete one another and come together in a marriage relationship. We 

see in Leviticus that this Greek structure is right from the Bible, not from 

the pagan culture that Paul was around. In Romans, he is not dealing with 

just behavior, but with orientation, because he says their desires are 

corrupt because of the fall. Orientation and behavior are both addressed 

within the story of the Bible.  

What is the real cost of people who take this position? What is the cost of a 

church that takes this position? The big cost is that we leave sinners in 

their sin without leading them to the Savior. That is the big cost! That is 

why I think we can’t go down this ditch. It would be nice, we would get 

applauded, and everyone would be happy, but I don’t think we can go 

down that ditch.  

There is a second ditch that is equally as damaging and equally as sinful. 

The ditch is that homosexuality is the sin. It is THE sin. That is a ditch that 

Christians can fall into, and it is not Biblical whatsoever. When we fall into 

the ditch that homosexuality is THE sin above all other sins, we will 

condemn or avoid people with same sex attraction and homosexual 

behavior. We make it THE sin and believe that it is somehow different than 

all of our sin. So we avoid and think differently of this sin, but the Bible 

never says that. In fact, notice the order of the people who are not getting 

into the Kingdom of God in verse 9. It doesn’t just say homosexuals are 

not getting into the Kingdom; it is a list of behaviors that will not get into 

the Kingdom. Homosexuality is actually fourth on the list. It is not THE sin, 

it is not highlighted, and it is not bolded. It is no different than your sin 

that you are struggling with, and if you don’t repent of it, it will also keep 

you out of the Kingdom of God. Sexual immorality will keep you out of the 



Kingdom. Lusting after someone will keep you out of the Kingdom if it is 

not repented of and you don’t seek Jesus and His rescue and redemption. 

We can’t make it THE sin because then we ostracize and avoid people with 

same sex attraction and people with homosexual behavior. The cost of it is 

that we end up leaving sinners believing their sin is too big for King Jesus. 

If we make it THE sin, we are saying it is too big and Jesus can’t handle it, 

and that is not true.  

So, what is the middle road? What is the middle road that we, as a church, 

need to walk down? The middle road that the Bible presents is that 

homosexuality is a sin for which there is a Savior, just like all other sin. 

When we take that road, here is we will love gay people as image bearers 

of God, just like us. In our love, we will love them, hang out with them, 

and associate with them because they are not somehow different than we 

are. They are the same as us. They are image bearers of God. They need 

the same gospel we needed. They need the news that Jesus Christ rescues 

sinners. We love them, whether they repent or not, because their 

orientation and behavior doesn’t define them. What defines them is that 

they are image bearers of God, and God deeply loves and cares for them.  

I think there are two cultural assumptions we cannot accept if we are 

going to walk down this middle road:  

1.  Desire Determines Identity  

That is a cultural norm now; desire determines identity. How you feel and 

what you desire determines who you are. If you are a guy and you desire 

to be a girl, then you are a girl. That is who you are and we must treat you 

as a girl. So it is not your biology, but your desire that determines your 

reality. So when it comes to homosexuality or same sex attraction, it is the 

desire that defines a person and the truest thing about the person is their 

sexual orientation. That is cultural; that is not biblical. The Bible says you 

are more than your desires, and your desires do not define you. God 

defines you. You are His image bearer. You are loved by Him. It is not your 

desires that define you; it is Him that defines you.  



2.  Desires and Behaviors Cannot Be Changed  

This is an assumption in our culture. Desires can’t be changed; behaviors 

can’t be changed. The orientation can’t be changed so therefore, we have 

to accept, accommodate, celebrate, and give rights to because it is 

unchangeable. Verse 9 goes directly against that. After he listed “men 

practice homosexuality” along with all other sins, he said, “And such were 

some of you.” He is looking at people in the congregation who were once 

in gay relationships and he is saying you were once like that. Now you 

have been washed, you have been cleansed, King Jesus has rescued you, 

and you are different now! The Bible says is that the gospel changes us.  

We went to Nashville a few years ago to feed the homeless. One of the 

leaders there wanted to give his testimony. He got up and began sharing 

his testimony. We were all taken aback because he started to tell about his 

lifestyle as a homosexual and his complete embracement of that lifestyle, 

to the fullest degree you could imagine. Then, he said that something 

happened, “I heard the gospel, and I repented. Through repentance, work, 

and grace, the Lord Jesus has rescued and redeemed me.” Now, year after 

year, we keep going back to Nashville, and we get to see his wife and kids 

and we get to watch them grow up. This is a man who has seen a change 

in his life! There are countless numbers of people who have seen the grace 

of the Lord Jesus change their lives. You won’t hear about it and you won’t 

read about it in the New York Times, but I promise you that the grace of 

the Lord Jesus is big enough to change whatever we struggle with. That 

might not mean marriage for all of us, but that does mean that we can 

bring our sexuality under the Lordship of Christ and pursue purity along 

with those who call upon the Lord with a pure heart.  

 Contradiction of Stories 

So, why does Paul bring up this list? This was your old story. It doesn’t 

belong to you anymore. It is because there is a new story that is being 

written. He wants to tell us about that story, but first he is going to 

contradict the two. He says the two stories don’t actually go together. You 



can’t live one story and the other story because they are absolutely in 

contradiction with each other. Paul says in verse 12, “All things are lawful 

for me…” That was a quote that the Corinthians would shout around: “I 

can do whatever I want; all things are lawful for me.” But then Paul said, 

“…but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not 

be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the 

stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body 

is not meant for sexual immorality…”’ He brings up a popular saying, “The 

stomach is meant for food and food for the stomach.” They would use that 

quote to be gluttons, saying this is just who we are. Most scholars think 

there was probably another saying, “Our organs are meant for sex and sex 

is meant for organs,” so we can just do what we want with them. But Paul 

said no, your bodies are not meant for sexual immorality; they are actually 

meant for the Lord.  

The Alternative Story 

 Foreword  

Then, Paul begins to give a different theology over the body and of sex 

than the Corinthian culture, which is what they believed. As you read on in 

those verses, Paul tells us that our body is a sacred place. It is the temple 

of God. It is a sacred place, and sex is a sacred event that belongs 

between a husband and a wife. It is the union of two becoming one flesh! 

What he appeals to is that if you have sex with a prostitute, (which was 

going on in the church, you can guarantee it) you become one with her. He 

is saying that the most casual encounter of sexual immorality is taking this 

sacred event, and desecrating it at a sacred place. It is sacred sex in your 

body, which is a sacred place, and it is a desecration. It is completely 

against the will of God because sex is meant to be sacred and your body is 

meant to be sacred. The two are meant to be celebrated in the context of 

marriage only, and Paul’s admonition is to FLEE! Flee from sexual 

immorality. You are not your own; you were bought with a price, so flee! 

That is an admonition to all of us, whether you are single or married. Flee 



from sexual immorality because it doesn’t belong to your new story. Your 

new story is one of sexual purity rather than sexual immorality.  

Introduction 

Paul has shown them the wrong story, the story they are living in, a story 

marked by culture, a story marked by sexual immorality. But he wants 

them to remember the true story, the gospel story. He wants them to live 

an alternative story, in the culture. So, what do we do? We have seen a 

little of the Corinthians story, but what do we do as the church now? How 

are we supposed to live out a different story? Let’s look at 1st Corinthians, 

chapter 7. We are really going from bad sex to good sex now. Paul tells us 

how we are supposed to treat sex and how we are supposed to make it 

holy, as it is to be received as holy. You see, some of you might not have 

been a Christian for long. You might have just come into the church and 

you have this assumption that God doesn’t like sex at all, because all you 

hear is that we are against sex. In 1 Corinthians 7, you will see that God is 

actually for sex. He created sex. He believes it is a good thing. In the 

church, there are some who believe that sex is a god, so it was ok to do 

whatever they wanted with it and it was ok to worship it. Paul says no, you 

can’t do that. He has just dealt with that. But there is also a group that 

said sex is gross. It is something you shouldn’t do. You should avoid it 

because our bodies are holy now. He is going to address that culture now. 

He will say that sex is actually a gift to be received the way God has 

intended it to be received. Verses 1-5 say, “Now concerning the matters 

about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations 

with a woman.” (This is what the Corinthians wrote to Paul, and he will 

counter this and say it isn’t true.) But because of the temptation to sexual 

immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own 

husband. The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and 

likewise the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have authority over 

her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have 

authority over his own body, but the wife does. Do not deprive one 

another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may 



devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan 

may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.” 

Chapter 1 

Paul wrote that. That is the Bible; God wrote that! He is for sex. He created 

sex. If we are going to have an alternative story that contradicts the 

culture, it is going to have to start with chapter 1 being Paul’s admonition 

to get married and enjoy the gift of sex in marriage. Paul starts out 

positive! He says I want you to come together, come together a lot, often, 

and frequently. Paul says, ‘husband, your body is not yours; it is your 

wife’s. You should be giving it to her as a gift so that you can celebrate 

that together. Wife, your body is not yours; it is your husband’s. You 

should be giving it to him as a gift to be celebrated together in the one 

flesh relationship called marriage.’ You see, culture makes sex a self- 

centered desire. But the covenant of marriage makes it a selfless gift to be 

celebrated among one another, and that is what makes it so different and 

unique in the one flesh marriage. So, there is a positive command: get 

married, and enjoy the gift of sex. Then, there is a negative command: do 

not deprive one another. His first command is to come together a lot, and 

his second command is to make sure you don’t keep from coming together 

a lot. Do you get the point here? If you are a married couple, this should 

be happening frequently and often, and it should be celebrated because it 

is God’s good gift for your marriage. It protects you against temptation, it 

protects you against Satan, and it is a compelling story that is completely 

opposite of what our culture tells. Our culture is telling us that our sexual 

satisfaction is found in liberation, just throwing out all the rules. We need 

to be a church that says no, sexual satisfaction is found in obeying the 

rules God has set up. It is found only in the covenant of marriage. We 

need to be the church who is the most satisfied when a culture is 

absolutely starving to death. Our culture makes it smutty, and it is 

unsatisfying and empty. If we will make it sacred, it will be exciting and 

fulfilling because that is how God created it. That is Chapter 1. Get married 

and enjoy sex within marriage. 



Chapter 2  

Chapter 2 would be to value and celebrate singleness. Paul says in chapter 

7:6-7, “Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. I wish that all 

were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind 

and one of another.” Then he goes on for the next twenty verses talking 

about the joy and the gift of singleness and that he prefers it. He would 

rather all of us to be single. The reason is because you can be fully 

devoted to the Lord, rather than having to have your devotion divided by 

caring for your wife, and caring for the Lord and serving the mission. He 

said he wished everybody were single! As a church, we shouldn’t look at 

the singles Sunday school class as the cursed ones. We need to celebrate 

them and cheer them on, knowing that maybe some of them are being 

called to a lifelong singleness. That is not second rate; that is first rate in 

the Kingdom of God. If we will celebrate and applaud singleness, it shows 

to the world that sex is not everything. Jesus Christ is everything. We 

actually have people in our church who are enjoying Christ and they don’t 

have to have sex. That would be a compelling narrative to the culture 

around us who believe that sex is absolutely everything and without it you 

will die. We are saying no, Christ is everything! We have people pursuing 

Christ with a pure heart, outside of marriage.  

Chapter 3   

The third chapter is get married and stay married. It’s really simple. Get 

married and stay married. Paul says in chapter 7:10, “To the married I give 

this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her 

husband 11 (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be 

reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife.” 

We have to have a compelling story of marriage. A compelling story of 

marriage is getting married and staying married. Now, the Bible addresses 

some footnotes to that, some exceptions: a case of sexual immorality and 

a case of desertion where an unbelieving spouse leaves you. You can a 

divorced and remarry for those reasons. But those are exceptions, not the 



rule. We should be a church that forgets no fault divorce. We should be a 

church that is so passionate about marriage that we get married and stay 

married, even through tough times, even when it is hard, or even when 

affections waiver. We say we are married and we are staying married 

because of the picture of the glory of Christ. Paul is telling us to get 

married and stay marries, to value marriage. Our culture is devaluing 

marriage, and we must be a church that stands up and celebrates marriage 

for what it is.  

Chapter 4  

The fourth chapter is to prize the mission above marriage. Prize the 

mission above marriage. It sounds kind of funny because Paul has been 

celebrating marriage, and now we are saying the last chapter is to 

celebrate the mission over your marriage. Let’s look at verse 29 of chapter 

7. It is a verse that confused. It says, “This is what I mean, brothers: the 

appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have 

wives live as though they had none…” What? Huh? Paul, what are you 

saying? Ok, in Ephesians 5, you wrote, “Husbands, love your wives, even 

as Christ also loved the Church, and gave himself for it…”  Paul said to die 

for her, and now he is saying husbands, live as though you don’t even 

have a wife. Just forget her. Don’t care for her needs. Just live as if you 

have no wife! How in the world can we reconcile these two verses? I was 

having a lot of trouble with this, then I listened to a podcast where a guy 

named Frances Chan gave me an interpretation of this verse that I thought 

was exactly in the context, and it fits perfectly. He thinks Paul is saying 

don’t idolize marriage. Don’t make marriage your god. But instead, when it 

comes to the Kingdom of Christ, value Christ more; value the mission 

more. At times, it will seem as if you are not even caring for your wife 

because your devotion is so for Christ and the mission. You see, we often 

idolize marriage; marriage becomes everything. Francis Chan says two 

things usually happen, either we isolate in this complete love, or we isolate 

and we fight all the time. Both are completely self-absorbed with one 

another. He says both are wrong, and what both need is instead of holding 



the other as your god, you need to hold Jesus as your God and celebrate 

the mission above your marriage. If you will live out that mission and the 

glory of Christ above your marriage, I promise you, it will radically help 

your marriage, because your spouse can’t be Jesus. Only Jesus can be 

Jesus. If you will live out the mission as a married couple, it will fix so 

many of the little day to day struggles we have in marriage, because it is 

not about you or your spouse; it is about Christ and His Kingdom.  

 Afterword  

Paul is telling us not to live the Corinthian story. Don’t live the American 

story. Instead, live out the gospel story. Then he gave us those four ways 

to do that: get married and celebrate sex, value singleness, get married 

and stay married, and prize the mission above your marriage. The culture 

is telling us that the ultimate story of fulfillment and satisfaction is found in 

a sexual revolution. But we must live in a bigger story. Our story starts 

with a cross and it ends with a resurrection where true fulfillment is found, 

not in sex, but in the Lord Jesus Christ. Those things define our story! We 

have been crucified with Christ, we are going to reign with Christ, and that 

should affect how we live right now in Christ! May we live out the story of 

the gospel as the world around us continues to grope and lust over what it 

cannot seem to truly find. Let us be those strange people telling a strange 

story that sounds as incoherent as green Martians have landed on the 

building. Let us tell that story. Let us live that story. Let us live as 

Christians within our culture. Let us not accept the story of Corinth or the 

story of America, but let us accept the story of the gospel, the story of the 

Kingdom. Let it define us. Let the way we live be radically different, and let 

us show the world there is not only something different but something 

better. Let the world come, see, and know, that we, as a church, have 

found the very thing they are desperately looking for. We have found 

Christ. We know Him. Let us show Him to the world.  

 


