
2 Thessalonians: 

When He Comes 

 
 

 

We are going to study 2nd Thessalonians. We are in the 14th exit into the 

New Testament as we continue to travel down Route 66. This is Paul’s 

second letter to the church of Thessalonica. The theme of this lesson is, 

When He Comes. Our text for this lesson is 2nd Thessalonians 2:11-14. 

There is going to be two groups of people on the planet when He comes, 

so I have chosen the reading from this section. One will be a group that 

does not know the Lord, so we begin in verse 11.  

Scripture  

“Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may 

believe what is false, in order that all may be condemned who did 

not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. But we 

ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by 

the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, 

through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. To this 

he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

 



As Paul writes his second book to the people of Thessalonica, it is obvious 

when you see his greeting that churches have reputations. When I taught 

Revelations at the RBBI, we spent a lot of time in chapters 2 and 3 of 

Revelations because there are seven literal churches that symbolize the 

Church in its entirety throughout the Church age, from the time of the first 

coming of Christ to the Second Coming of Christ. When you will look at 

those seven churches, you see that churches sometimes have reputations. 

The Ephesians church had a reputation that they had lost their first love. 

The Philadelphia church had a reputation of having an open door of God 

that no man can shut, and they were greatly influencing their community 

for Christ. Just as that city was a missionary of Greek culture, they were a 

missionary of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Then when you mention the 

church of Laodicea, everybody knows they were a lukewarm church and 

God literally wanted to spew out of His mouth if they did not change their 

behavior.  

The Church at Thessalonica 

When we open to the book of Thessalonians, the second letter, they too 

had a reputation; a reputation that their faith was growing and their love 

for one another was increasing. That just reminded me the last lesson; if 

we were going to have a reputation here at Hardin Baptist Church, it would 

be that we are disciples that make disciples. Being a disciple of Christ, we 

are called to grow, grow down in our relationship with Christ, grow up in 

our relationship with one another (the body,) and then grow out to others.  

In this lesson, we will study about a church that was growing. They were 

growing in their faith. This word, “growing,” was actually a picture that was 

used in nature of a tropical plant that because of what was inside it, it just 

naturally grew. The church at Thessalonica, because of their relationship 

with God as a group, not just as individuals, they were growing. Their love 

for one another was increasing. The word, “increase,” here is a picture of a 

river where it is raining and the river overflows, gets to flood stage, and all 

of the water is important to the region around it. That is the way their love 



was, it was increasing, it was growing to a point that their love was 

overflowing into the life of other people.  

Then Paul says he is going to boast of them. Some of you are thinking that 

if we were a church that was growing in our faith and all of us were loving 

one another, then yes, God would brag on us too. But when you read 

about the church of Thessalonica, they were growing in their faith and 

their love for each other was growing for each other, but they were being 

persecuted. If you looked at their life on a physical level, things were not 

good. This is a church that is being persecuted, a church that is being 

afflicted. That word, “persecuted,” means they were being pursued and 

when they were caught they were being pressured. That word, “afflicted,” 

means they were being squeezed from all sides.  

Remember, the church at Thessalonica was living in a time during the 

Roman Empire when the supreme commander is declaring himself the 

Lord, so there was something going on called Caesar worship. You had to 

worship Caesar as God and Lord. There was a growing movement, 

religiously, among the Roman Empire where people were declaring 

religiously Caesar was God, so they were worshipping him as God. But 

there was a group of people on the planet in the Roman Empire who would 

not bow down to Caesar. They would not give in to what the government 

was saying because it went against what they believed to be true. So 

because of their faith in Jesus Christ, they were being persecuted. They 

were being afflicted.  

But, the Bible says they were being steadfast. They were being patient. 

That word here means ‘to remain under.’ The picture is of the ancient 

Greek weightlifter when he lifts a weight, and he has to remain under that 

weight for a short period of time before it will be declared a lift. So this is a 

picture of the Thessalonian church remaining under this tremendous load 

of persecution and affliction. The Bible says that the very fact that they 

were being persecuted and afflicted is evidence of the righteous judgement 

of God. His church being persecuted was an act of His judgment, and it is a 



righteous judgement of God to allow His people to be persecuted, to be 

afflicted. According to Paul in 2nd Thessalonians, the reason was to prove 

that they were “worthy of the Kingdom of God, for which they were also 

suffering.” These people were not suffering because of sin, but because 

they were being true to the gospel. As they stood true to the gospel, it was 

evident that God counted them worthy to being part of the Kingdom of 

God. 

Then Paul gives them this little word. He said here is what God considers 

just; that one day He is going to repay, with affliction, those who afflicted 

them. When He repays with affliction those who have afflicted them, He is 

going to grant them relief from their affliction. Then Paul tells them when 

this is going to happen, and he immediately launches into the return of 

Christ.  

The Return of Christ 

Therefore, we are going to outline the book from the perspective of what 

2nd Thessalonians teaches will happen at the return of Christ. When He 

comes: 

1. He is going to take vengeance on those who do not know 

God or obey the gospel.  

2. He is going to be glorified in His saints.  

3. He is going to gather His saints to Him.  

4. He is going to destroy the man of lawlessness.  

According to Paul, when He comes He is going to do four things. That 

doesn’t mean that is all He is going to do in this book, but this is what the 

book talks about. He is going to take vengeance on those who do not know 

God or do not obey the gospel. He will be glorified in His saints, gather His 

saints to Him, and He will destroy the man of lawlessness.  

People say that Christ can come at any time so we had better be ready. 

That is not true. Paul is actually writing to the church at Thessalonica and 

telling them that Christ will not come until two things happen. You have to 



put this in your eschatology. According to Paul in 2nd Thessalonians, Christ 

will not come until (1.) the rebellion takes place, and (2.) the man of 

lawlessness is revealed. Whoa! That is different than a lot of us believe. 

Yet, this is what Paul taught at the church at Thessalonica.  

You see, evidently, there was a group of people was teaching that the Day 

of the Lord has come. That phrase, “has come,” means ‘it is here, it is 

near; it is ready to happen.’ What was ready to happen? Jesus is ready to 

come back; but Paul says whoa, whoa, whoa, not yet. Now remember, 

when Paul taught in 1 Thessalonians about the Second Coming of Christ, 

he compared the Day of the Lord to Jesus coming as a thief in the night. 

The emphasis there was because you don’t know when He is coming; you 

don’t know the day or the hour, you had better be ready. Because he used 

the phrase, “as a thief in the night,” it apparently alarmed some of the 

people of Thessalonica. It shook them up. Some of them were actually 

being taught by others that the return of Christ was here. So Paul is saying 

no, I have to correct this. When He comes, this is what He will do; but He 

is not going to come until the rebellion takes place and the man of 

lawlessness is revealed.  

 Until He Comes 

Then Paul closes out the book telling us what we should be doing until He 

comes:  

A. Be thankful  

B. Stand firm  

C. Hold fast to the traditions we have been taught  

Again, as we study a book that talks about the Second Coming of Jesus 

Christ, it is going to tell us what Jesus is going to do when He comes, He is 

not going to come until two things happen, and then, here is what we 

should be doing until He comes.  

Any time the Bible presents the Second Coming of Christ there are always 

applications to how you and I should live in light of believing that Jesus 



Christ is coming again. This is why I entitled the study of Revelations at 

RBBI, Eschatology and Incentive for Holy Living. Paul tells us we should 

live: thankful, standing firm, and holding firm to traditions we have been 

taught. Then Paul will pick out one of those traditions and finish the book 

in the 3rd chapter of 2nd Thessalonians.  

Persecution of the Church: Evidence of Righteous Judgment 

Verse 5 of chapter 1 says, “This is evidence of the righteous judgment of 

God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which 

you are also suffering—.” The fact that we are being persecuted and 

afflicted is a sign of the righteous judgement of God.  

Honestly, I don’t know how some of you can stand to listen to some of 

those people TV who promise you if you live a life worthy of the Kingdom, 

then good things will happen to you, and if you are not being blessed by 

God, you need to examine yourself to see what is wrong. No, the Bible 

actually teaches the opposite. God considers it a just judgement that His 

people be persecuted and afflicted. It is a sign that we are part of the 

Kingdom of God. Now, there is a suffering because of sin; there is a natural 

consequence of sin. But the Bible teaches that if you are a part of the 

Kingdom of God and stand for what is right, you are going to be 

persecuted. There will be affliction, and it is happening because of the 

judgement of God. But God also considers it just to one day afflict 

everyone who is afflicting the Church.  

When we get to the end and see the book of Revelation, we will see seven 

seals that are open. When those seven seals are open and the gospel 

marches to conquer the world, persecution will follow the preaching of the 

gospel. Ultimately, people in the Church lay down their lives for the gospel; 

they get beheaded. Just a short period of time ago in Egypt, Christians 

were beheaded, not because of sin, but because of the gospel. After those 

seals, John begins to talk about the Church age again from a different 

perspective. Then, God begins to blow trumpets, and eventually, He brings 

bowls of wrath down on the earth. While the world is persecuting the 



Church, God begins to judge the world. Then ultimately, He pours out His 

judgement, His wrath, upon on the world. If you read Revelations closely, 

He is judging the world because those saints under the altar in Heaven are 

praying. The Bible teaches that while we are living down here, it will look 

like we are losing and the world is winning, but that is not true. The saints 

are praying, “God, when are You going to prove You are who You are?” 

But the Bible says it is a just thing for God to let the world persecute the 

Church, because it shows who is really in the Kingdom. It shows who is 

living a life worthy of the Kingdom to be glorified with God. Paul wrote to 

the church at Rome that unless we suffer with Him, we have no hope of 

being glorified with Him. Romans 8 teaches that the sufferings we bear 

down here are not worthy to be compared to the glory that will be revealed 

in us, and that nothing can separate us from the love of God. You see, Paul 

is writing this to a church at a time when the government did not believe in 

God. The laws and legislations that are coming from the Roman Empire 

were anti-God.  

When we get to the last book of the Bible, we are going to understand that 

there will come a time when government is going to stand against the 

things of God. I am not a prophet, but I just want to warn you that it is 

already starting to happen in the United States. We are starting to legalize 

things that are against the law of God. If that continues to happen, just 

like the church in Thessalonica, when the people in government believe 

they know more than God, those who stand up for God will be persecuted 

and afflicted. That is what is happening here in this book.  

 

 

1. Jesus takes vengeance on those who do not know 

God or obey the gospel. 

So, when is God going to afflict those who are afflicting the church? When 

is God going to grant relief to those who are being afflicted? The Bible 



when says when the Lord Jesus is revealed. The word, “revealed,” here is 

Greek word, “apokalupsis.” It is where we get the word, “revelation,” (of 

Jesus Christ) in the last book the Bible. It means ‘to disclose, to unveil.’ 

The last book of the Bible is writing about the revelation of Jesus when He 

steps out on that cloud and comes back to the earth. When He does that, 

He is going to fully disclose who He really is to everyone. It will be as if 

God is going to pull the curtain back and we will no longer see Jesus by 

faith, we will see Him in Person, and that is what the book of Revelation is 

teaching.  

Paul is teaching to the church at Thessalonica that there will be a day 

when God is going to reveal Jesus. Jesus is going to be fully disclosed, the 

world is going to see Him as is. When that day happens, all those who 

have afflicted the Church will get affliction. When Jesus comes back, those 

who are being afflicted will get relief.  

The Bible tells us three things about Jesus’ return. Paul says (1.) He is 

coming from Heaven, (2.) He is coming with His mighty angels, and (3.) He is 

coming in flaming fire. Christ is coming in fire, and He is coming to bring 

judgement on the earth. In chapter 1:8, the Bible says He is coming “in 

flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on 

those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.” When Jesus comes 

back, He is going to take vengeance.  

Throughout Scripture, the Bible says, “Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord; I 

will repay,” which means that we don’t have to be in the vengeance 

business. As a matter of fact, when you take vengeance, you are telling 

God that He is not doing His job and you have decided to help Him out. 

Don’t play the revenge game. Don’t take the vengeance road. That is not a 

road for us to take; that is God’s job.  

Now when is God going to take vengeance on those who do not know 

God? When is He going to take vengeance on those who are persecuting 

the Church? He is going to take vengeance on them when He sends His 



Son back to this earth. That is one of the purposes of His Son’s coming, to 

take vengeance. 

Now, we are not really sure if “and” is telling there is one group of people 

who do not know God and do not obey the gospel, and the reason they 

don’t know God is because they don’t obey the gospel, because the only 

way to know God is by obeying the gospel. Or, maybe it is talking about 

two different groups of people; a group of people who do not know God, 

don’t know why they are doing what they are doing to the Church, or why 

they are living the way they are living. They just don’t know God. Then, 

another group who had the opportunity to hear and believe, but they didn’t 

hear and believe, and they didn’t believe the gospel. Here is the truth; it 

doesn’t matter what your circumstances are, if you don’t know God, when 

Jesus Christ comes back, it is over. God is going to take vengeance on you. 

Look at what Scripture says the vengeance is in verse 9, (you won’t believe 

it unless you read it yourself) “They will suffer the punishment of eternal 

destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 

might…” Don’t say amen, say oh me, because if not for the grace of God, 

that would be we. When Jesus Christ comes and takes vengeance on those 

who do not know God, they are going to be punished with eternal 

punishment, away from the presence of God. That is not good.  

2. He is going to be glorified in His saints. 

Now when is this going to happen? Verse 10 says, “…when he comes on 

that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who 

have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.” When Jesus 

Christ comes back on that day to be glorified in His saints, marveled at, (I 

think we are going to be doing a little marveling when the sky opens and 

Jesus appears, amen, King of kings and Lord of lords.) those who do not 

know Him are going away into eternal punishment away from the presence 

of the Lord forever on that same day. It is over. It is over. There will come 

a day when it is all going to end.  



Paul says in verse 11, “To this end we always pray for you, that our God 

may make you worthy of His calling…” That means in light of the Second 

Coming, you and I are living a life that is worthy, that weighs as much as, 

the call we have received from God to be a part of the Kingdom of God. 

Paul is saying to live in light of the return of Christ and have a life that is 

worthy; that is making a difference down here! You don’t want to be one 

of those Christians that when life is over no one knew you were here. I 

believe when Jesus walked on this earth, you could tell He was here. Are 

you leaving a footprint anywhere because of the call of God on your life, 

with your family, those you work with, your church, your community? Paul 

is praying for the Thessalonian church to this end, that they have a walk 

that was worthy of the call.  

He continues in verse 11, (that God) “…may fulfill every resolve for good…” 

Have you ever had a resolve for good but you didn’t do it; the plan never 

got enacted? Paul is praying that while we are living in the light of the 

Second Coming, there is a fulfillment of “every resolve for good…and that 

“every work of faith by His power” be fulfilled, so that “the name of our 

Lord Jesus may be glorified.”  

Now that is just Paul’s introduction. He took a whole chapter to introduce 

this thought in chapter 2:1, “Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our being gathered together to him…” He says I don’t want you 

to be shaken; I don’t want you to be alarmed.  

Now if you remember, in 1st Thessalonians, Paul ended every chapter with 

the return of Christ. In chapter 1, the Church is waiting for Jesus to come 

from Heaven, and when He comes, we are going to be delivered from the 

wrath to come. If you want to know about the wrath that is to come, read 

Revelations chapters 15 and 16 and see those seven bowls of wrath that 

will be poured out on the earth. It is not going to be good. We will be 

delivered from that and we will be protected when God’s wrath is poured 

out.  



Then, in chapter 2, Paul said that when Jesus Christ comes, my boast and 

glory is going to be them, the Thessalonian church. So Paul is working hard 

ministering to that church because he knew that when Jesus comes and his 

ministry was measured, his boast was going to be the Thessalonians.  

When Jesus Christ comes back the second time, my boast, as a pastor, is 

going to be you. To be honest, I have picked out a few of you that if I am 

judged by anyone, I want it to be you. It is probably not who you think it is 

either. It is some of you who were so sinful until the gospel was introduced 

in your life, and then you got discipled. You still believe you are falling way 

short, but from where you started and where you are, you are the one I 

want to be judged by, amen! I am so amazed at some of you in where you 

came from. You did not have the advantage that I had, to be raised in a 

Christian home, saved at 13, and start teaching Sunday school at 14. You 

were raised in a pagan environment; God bless you! That is what Paul is 

saying, I glory in you! You may feel like a failure, but here is what I am 

telling you; you are the one I want to be judged by.  

Then in chapter 3, Paul says he knows Jesus Christ is coming again, so I 

pray we all keep working together because I want you to be blameless 

before Him when He appears. Paul is teaching that the Church is going to 

be on the earth at the Second Coming of Christ. That caused a fear in 

them, if Jesus Christ is coming back, what about those who have already 

died? That is why he writes in 1 Thessalonians chapter 4 that when Jesus 

comes for His Church, He is bringing all those who died with Him.  

Please hear me when I say Christ is only coming back once. You don’t 

know how bad I hate to say this because I have friends I love to death in 

this church who teach there are two phases of Jesus Christ; that He is 

coming for His Church and He is coming with His saints, seven years apart. 

That is not what Paul teaches. There is only one return of Christ. When he 

comes for His Church, He is bringing all those who have died in the Lord 

with Him. We are all going to get a glorified body at the same time. Now, 

this is not something for us to divide over. This is not something to make 



you go find another church that believes the way you do. No, you stay 

here, keep sitting under my teaching and we will keep praying you convert, 

 Amen! This is not something for us to divide over.  

In 1 Thessalonians chapter 5, Paul called this day “a thief in the night.” He 

said I don’t have a reason to write to you the seasons and the hour 

because you know the Day of the Lord comes as a thief in the night. 

Evidently, he should have said more than he said because it caused a 

problem. When he corrects them in chapter 2 of 2nd Thessalonians, he says 

now you already know this, you just forgot! So evidently, he taught them 

even more than what we have in that first letter. So Paul is saying when 

the Day of the Lord comes as a thief in the night, He is coming for the 

saints and with the saints at the same time, and we will get our glorified 

bodies, therefore, we are to live like children of the day, not the night. 

3.  He is going to gather His saints to Him. 

Where did Paul get the phrase, “thief in the night?” He got it from Jesus 

when He talked about His Second Coming to the earth in Matthew 24. 

Jesus said it would be just like the days of Noah; they were eating, 

drinking, marrying and given in marriage, and they were unaware until the 

flood came and swept them all away. People will be living as if life will go 

on forever. They were unaware when the flood came. When the flood 

came, it swept them away. It swept away those who weren’t ready. Those 

who were ready got into the ark. They were saved because they were in 

the ark. The Bible says if the Day of the Lord is going to be like the day of 

Noah, two is going to be taken, two are going to be in the field, one taken 

and one left. It says two women will be grinding, (really today, we need to 

say two women will be shopping) one will be taken and one will be left. In 

the day of Noah, who did the flood take away? The flood took away the 

lost, the ones who weren’t ready. It swept them all away. When Jesus said 

two would be in the field, guess the one who will be taken is the lost 

person, and the righteous will be left. Of the two women grinding at the 

mill, the lost woman, the one who is not ready will be taken. The one left is 



the one who is ready. Whoa! That is not what the Left Behind series 

teaches, but that is what the Bible teaches. Jesus said since you don’t 

know when the hour of the Son of Man’s coming, be ready. He said if a 

man knew when the thief was coming, he would have been ready. The 

point is that if you know Jesus is coming, you get ready. If you are not 

ready, you will be taken in judgement. If you are ready, just like Noah and 

his family, you are going to be left.  

Now praise God that He didn’t leave them on the earth that totally 

destroyed by water. But the Bible teaches in 2nd Peter chapter 3 that when 

He destroys this world by fire, Jesus will come as a thief in the night and 

the whole world will be destroyed. So if we are going to be left, what then? 

2nd Peter says He is going to create a new heaven and a new earth, so just 

as He took Noah and his family up off the earth, did a work on the earth 

and set them back down, He is going to take us off the earth, destroy this 

earth, and set us back down in a new heaven and a new earth, wow!  

That is not what Paul is talking about here, but you have to see this in your 

mind. I want you to put this together. Concerning the coming of the Lord 

and our being gathered together to Him, Paul says we will be gathered to 

Him on the day that He takes vengeance on the lost, the day we are 

admiring Him. That day is when we will be gathered to Him. He said I don’t 

want you to be shaken about this; don’t be alarmed or scared about this. 

My translator tells me that every time his girlfriend thinks about the Second 

Coming she gets scared. No, Eschatology should not be a study where you 

get scared. Now if you are lost, you should get scared. But if you are a 

believer, you should know is that everything that happens at the return of 

Christ has already been ordained by God. Everything that happens in the 

Church age, according to Revelations, the seals, the trumpets, and the 

bowls of wrath are in that scroll that Jesus Christ takes from the Father’s 

hand and He unleashes on the earth. It will look like Satan is in control, like 

the Roman Empire is in control; it will look like world government is in 

control. But in all reality, God is the one who is sovereign and sitting on the 

throne, not Domitian.  



 The Rebellion 

There was some panic about the Day of the Lord as if it was already here, 

and now Paul has to say Jesus hasn’t come yet. Then he says in chapter 2 

that He will not come until the rebellion takes place first, and the man of 

lawlessness, the son of destruction, is revealed. So we know Jesus Christ 

will not come back until this apostasy, this falling away, takes place. In 

Matthew chapter 24, Jesus says before He returns with His mighty angels, 

the love of many will grow cold. If you read the witness, the two witnesses 

in Revelations, which stands for the Church, (two is the number of 

strength) right before the return of Christ, it is going to look as if the 

Church is dead. In 2 Thessalonians, the Bible is teaching that during the 

Church age, there is going to come a falling away within Christendom. 

There is going to come a time when our churches are not growing larger 

and larger, they will be getting smaller and smaller, and there will be a 

falling away. People will just not believe that church makes a difference 

anymore. Now, that don’t mean every church will be like that, but that will 

be what it is like in its totality. Paul says until that apostasy takes place, 

Christ isn’t’ coming yet.  

 The Man of Lawlessness Revealed 

When that apostasy starts taking place, then there is something else has to 

take place too; the man of sin has to be revealed. He is called the son of 

perdition; he will oppose the things of God, exalt himself as God, and he is 

actually going to take his seat in the Temple. The New Testament teaches 

that the Church is the Temple of God. When the rebellion, this apostasy, 

starts taking place in the Church, then the time is right for this man of 

lawlessness, this lawless person. This doesn’t mean that he is a scoundrel 

or that he is a mighty sinner. It is saying that he doesn’t respect the law of 

God; he believes he is a law unto himself. He thinks he knows what is right 

and what is best, and he stands against the things of God. Jesus will not 

come the second time until that guy is revealed, and he is going to 

exercise control over; take his seat, right in the midst of the people of God. 



He is going to be telling us what is right. He will tell us how we are wrong, 

because he thinks knows more than God knows.  

Now I know you want me to tell you who this is…but I have no clue. Can I 

give you a guess? From my study of Revelations, I know when Satan 

influences the world he uses a beast and a second beast. One beast, the 

one that comes out of the sea, is world government. The second beast 

comes out of the land, and he is a false prophet. The false prophet causes 

people to worship the beast of the sea, a world ruler. I do not believe this 

man of lawlessness will be the pope; he will be a politician who exalts 

himself over the Church. This means he is going to expect us to believe his 

way instead of God’s way. We will be told that we have been wrong and 

that we have misinterpreted some things. For example, it is ok to take the 

life of your baby, it is ok to marry a man to marry a man, a woman to 

marry a woman, and we can just go on and on.  

The Bible says this guy cannot be revealed until what is restraining him is 

taken out of the way. When you read this passage, the first time it says, 

“What is retraining him,” and the second time, it says, “he who is 

restraining him.” First, it is a “what,” then; it is a “he.” It is a neuter, and 

then it is masculine. Then, Paul says, “You know…” Man, I wish they hadn’t 

known! Then Paul would have written it, and all of us would have known! 

Augustine spent much of his ministry studying this passage trying to figure 

out who the man of lawlessness was, and he came to the conclusion that 

they knew and we don’t know. Who did God ordain to restrain sin? He 

ordained government (Romans chapter 13). According to the book of 

Revelation, as we get closer to the end of time the world government is 

going to fall, and there is going to be a ruler. This man of sin will probably 

come from government. As government fails the people, instead of people 

putting their faith in government, collectively, they are going to put their 

faith in one person, and he is going to be the world’s savior. But, he is 

going to stand against us in the Church. Until that man is revealed, Jesus is 

not going to come back because one of His purposes will be to destroy that 

man of sin. When Jesus comes back again, He is not going to take 



vengeance on the unbeliever, He is not only going to be glorified in His 

saints, He is not only going to gather the Church to Himself; He is going to 

destroy the man of sin.  

The Bible teaches the man of lawlessness is actually being energized by 

Satan. He will have sway over the people who really don’t know the Lord. 

Because these people don’t know the Lord and refuse to put their trust in 

Jesus, God will send them a strong delusion while he is here. While he is 

here, those people can’t be saved. Please be careful if you are one of those 

people that teach when the Antichrist appears, it is time to be saved. When 

the Antichrist appears, it is too late to be saved because God is going to 

send a strong delusion so that they can’t be saved, so He can condemn 

them because they didn’t believe. That is scary… 

Until Christ Comes 

 Be Thankful 

The context is to be thankful. Be thankful that you have been chosen by 

God. If you have not been chosen by God, you will not believe, and if you 

are here at the return of Christ, you are going to follow this man of 

lawlessness. Now God chose you to be saved, from the beginning or as the 

first fruits, it doesn’t matter; God chose you to be saved. Now how did He 

initiate your salvation? It will be through being set apart by the Spirit and 

by belief in the truth. The Holy Spirit of God will come upon you, convict 

you of your sin, and you will respond to the gospel. This is what Paul told 

them in his first letter to the Thessalonians. He told them he knew that had 

been chosen by God. He knew because when he preached the gospel, it 

didn’t just fall on them as word, but it had power and conviction. When he 

preached, the gospel took hold in people’s life and they repented of sin, 

and put their faith and trust in Jesus. How do you know you have been 

chosen by God? Did the Holy Spirit move on your heart, and did you 

respond to God in faith? If you did, then you have been chosen by God. 

God called you to this salvation (initiated through being set apart by the 



Spirit and belief in the truth) by the gospel. So we are thankful to God for 

the gospel!  

So what should we be doing? We shouldn’t be worrying about the 

government; we should be worried about preaching the gospel, because it 

is through the preaching of the gospel that God is going to call those who 

are His unto Himself! You are not saved because you are chosen; you are 

saved because you put your faith in Jesus. That is why the Church stays 

busy about preaching the gospel, because it is throughout the preaching of 

the gospel that God reveals His will. Paul says that until Jesus comes be 

thankful, you are chosen. 

 Stand Firm 

Then Paul says to stand firm. Listen to me; don’t give in to things that are 

antigod no matter who it comes from! The government can tell you that 

you can take the life of your child; you cannot! The government can tell us 

it is ok to marry someone of the same sex because we love them; we 

cannot! Those are just two of the things going on in our society that are 

big. Would we have ever of believed we would have come to this day?  

We can’t imagine how bad it was to live in the Roman Empire and be under 

the reign of Nero. When you wouldn’t bow down to Nero, he would put 

your child into one of the arenas. You would have to watch the beast 

devour your child because you wouldn’t say Nero was Lord. What would 

you do if you had a choice? If you declared Jesus as Lord, your kids would 

be taken and fed to wild beasts. There would be an arena and they were 

going to watch and make a game of your child. Wouldn’t some of us be 

tempted to lie? It hadn’t happened yet, but it soon would; and this was the 

background of what the Roman Empire was like during the time of Paul’s 

letter to the church at Thessalonica. He said, “Stand firm.”  

 Hold to traditions you have been taught 

Then Paul said to hold on to the traditions that you have been taught. He 

ends the book with a strange tradition; if you don’t work, you don’t eat. I 



mean he has been telling us all this stuff about the Second Coming of 

Jesus Christ, and he ends the book by saying if you don’t work, you don’t 

eat! That wasn’t one of the traditions I was expecting him to talk about. I 

expected it to be something like salvation by grace, baptism by immersion, 

eternal security of the believer. But evidently, some people were not living 

correctly in light of the Second Coming. They thought if Jesus was coming 

at any time, there wasn’t any need to go to work today because He might 

come today.  

Paul is saying that if you really thought Jesus was coming back today, you 

still ought to go to work, because He would want you to be at work. Why 

would He want you at work? Wouldn’t He want you to go out and be 

evangelistic? Yes, but He would want you being evangelistic at work, which 

is what you should be doing anyway. He would want you being in school, 

home, or the ballpark being an influence. Jesus is coming; He is coming. 

But until He comes, you know what to do. 

  


