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Scripture 

“…to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 

carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in 

deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every 

way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined 

and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 

working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” 

 

 

Introduction 

We will pick this up from where we left off last week, but let me remind 

you of its purpose. In a few weeks we will begin a verse by verse 

exposition of the book of Romans. So I want to remind us as we begin of 

the main thing of HBC, and what this church is built on. For many of us it 

will be a reminder of what I have preached, but for those of us who are 

new, we want to make sure that we are all on the same page.  

Last week we taught that God has gifted churches with leaders, and it is 

the responsibility of the leaders to keep the main thing the main thing. For 



a leader, this is to have a preaching/teacher ministry that equips the saints 

for the work of ministry so that the work of ministry will edify the body of 

Christ until we all come to a mature body. Now we finished by talking 

about the word “equip” last Sunday morning, and we are ready to start 

with the word “saints”.  

Let me remind you of the story that I heard many years ago about the 

young man who was probably the meanest young boy to ever walk the 

streets of a certain little town. Everyone that met him dreaded it, he was 

that bad. They all knew he drank, smoked, cussed, and did drugs. He was 

rude, and obnoxious. If I can just be honest, no one wanted to be around 

this little boy. Then one day he was killed in a car wreck. His dad had 

never thought to take him to church, or expose him to the gospel, and now 

he is dead. The dad is now trying to decide who should conduct his boy’s 

funeral. The story says he called the Methodist Church and the pastor 

refused. He called the Presbyterian pastor and he refused. He called an 

Assembly of God pastor and he refused. Now I do not know why the 

Baptist pastor was 4th on his list, but he was. He called this small Baptist 

Church and the pastor answered the phone. Now you know what they say 

about Baptist preachers, they will preach at the drop of a hat. If you will 

not drop the hat, they will so they can preach! Now he agreed right off the 

bat to conduct this boy’s funeral even though he knew everything about 

this boy like everyone else in town did. Now the dad said the only thing I 

want to request of you is that somewhere in your sermon you have to say 

my son was a saint. Well it did not faze the Baptist preacher at all. A 

couple of days later when it came time for the funeral, the story says that 

most everyone in town turned out for the funeral, not for the young man 

or dad, but because they were wondering how in the world that preacher 

was going to say anything good about that little boy. Supposedly the 

pastor rose to the podium in the funeral chapel and started with these 

words in a packed house, “ Every one of you know that to our knowledge 

this is probably the meanest boy who has ever walked the streets of our 

town. We know he drank, smoked, cussed, and did drugs. He was rude, 



and let’s be honest; he was the most obnoxious little boy we have ever 

met. But I want every one of you here to know that compared to his 

daddy, he is a saint…” 

Saint 

Now I am not sure if stories like that is the reason we say things like, “you 

do not expect me to act like a saint do you?” I do not know if it is stories 

like that that make us say, “I am not a saint!” You see in most of our 

American churches, we have almost allowed the word saint to be a 

description of someone’s behavior. Those of you who have come to HBC 

know this, but just to make sure we are all on the same page, that when 

the Bible says that God has gifted certain people in the Church to equip the 

saints for the work of ministry, the word saints is not describing a special 

class of people in the Church. It is never used to refer to a particular group 

of people in the Church and their super behavior that is above and beyond 

everyone else’s. It is a word that describes the identity of a true believer in 

Jesus. If you are here this morning, and you have put your faith and trust 

in Jesus, you are a saint. Saint is not describing what you do; it is 

describing who you are. This message is to all of us who are believers. The 

reason HBC has been gifted with leadership is to get its believers ready to 

do what God has called them to do.  

One of the 1st things I want to say to us as a church is that Paul’s favorite 

expression for those of us who have turned from a life of sin and put our 

faith and trust in Jesus, is this little word saint. Yet today in our culture, I 

hear most of us calling ourselves Christians. That word is used very little in 

the New Testament. Most of us will talk about being believers, or followers 

of Christ. Yet when you study Paul’s letters, the word he uses most of the 

time is the word saints. Why is this word so important? It is because it tells 

you who you really are in Christ. Yet we struggle with the word because all 

of our lives we have let other people teach us that this means those super 

good people in the Church who never sin. They are the saints. The rest of 

us are down low somewhere. 



 At the little church that I was raised in, there was only one person I ever 

heard called saint, and that was Saint Evie Colson. I was a little kid, and 

she was probably 150! By the time I got old enough to understand much of 

anything in church, she was not coming to church. She would be sitting on 

her porch rocking when we went to church, and sitting on her porch 

rocking when we came home from church. Mom and Dad always called her 

Ms. St Evie. As a young kid, I was thinking no one ever called me a saint. I 

was thinking the only reason she is a saint is because she is so old she 

could not sin if she wanted to! It is just built in us to believe that sainthood 

is just a description of behavior instead of identity.  

Definition of Saint 

The root word that is translated a saint means “to be separate, to be 

holy”. It is the Greek word hagiois, meaning “holy, (not meaning without 

sin) to cut”. When you see this word “saints”, it means “to cut with the 

view of, or purpose of making a separation”. So at the very core of this 

word is this thought of a person who has been cut out of something, for a 

specific purpose. Therefore I struggle with the best way to translate this 

word because what it really means is “to be apart”. Did you catch that? It 

means that whatever you were in when God found you, He cut you out of 

that, so that you would be apart from that from now on! That is why your 

behavior ought to be different than it used to be. We have been separated 

from what we used to be held by. So we are the “separated ones”. We are 

the “holy ones”. We are the “ones who have been cut from above”. We 

have been separated from sin to salvation. We have been separated from 

self to Christ. That is who you really are!  

Now in our grace-based churches, especially those of us who come from 

the reformed side, we have done a real injustice to people. There was no 

one who believed in grace more than my Granddaddy Bogard did. And he 

used to talk about himself, and to give total glory and honor to God, he 

would always say, “I am just an old sinner saved by grace”. Now my 

Granddaddy’s generation thought they were giving honor and glory to God 



by saying they had nothing to do with their own salvation, so this is how 

they reflected glory to God. But what they did not realize, because no one 

taught this from Scripture, was that the moment they put their faith in 

Christ, they ceased being a sinner and became a saint of God. Now, that 

whole work of being transformed from a sinner into a saint is by God’s 

grace. You are not, in your core being, a rotten, scoundrel, lowlife person 

anymore. You are not, in your core being, a sinner. You are a holy one of 

God. You are not who you used to be. The person you used to be is dead. 

That person died with Christ, and when you repented of sin and put your 

faith in Jesus, you arose with Him. The reality of the death of Jesus has 

been applied to you. According to Scripture, you and I are saints of God. 

Let me describe this for you, because I know some of you are shaking your 

head yes, but you really do not believe it to be true. This is important for 

you to see.  

Election and Predestination 

I want to use the example of my wife. She likes to sew from time to time. I 

will never forget when we ventured into this journey of sewing. We did 

what every family does, we got the sewing machine, the surger, and then 

we made the trip to Hancock’s. Guys do not ever go there, it is bad! Acres 

and acres, miles and miles of material…my wife went in and after hours 

she chose a material. We did not leave then. After choosing a material she 

had to choose a pattern. We went home and she took the pattern out of 

the package and spread the material on the floor, and she laid it on top of 

the material and pinned the pattern to it. She reached into a drawer and 

pulls out the scissors and begins to cut the material according to the 

pattern. She cut every piece of material according to the pattern because 

the plan was for it to look like the pattern. So now she takes the cut pieces 

and begins to sew them together. After a while, she had all of the pieces 

sewn together. When I came home she was holding this little dress in front 

of me and says “what do you think?” Now I have confessed to you 100 

times that I thought honesty was always the best policy in a marriage. I 

did not know in those 1st few years that you are supposed to lie 



sometimes! So when she holds this thing in front of me, my 1st reaction is 

“you are not wearing that in public with me!” It hurt her little feelings…I 

could tell when she dropped her head. When she dropped her head a little 

groan came out and she said “oh”… Then I saw her do something that I 

will never forget. She took her hand and ran it inside the dress and turned 

the inside out. While she was turning the inside out, the outside that I had 

been seeing that was ugly, that had cuts, and stitches, and ragged seams, 

got turned inside. Now I am going “wow, where do you want to go 

tonight”! Do you get it?  

Can I just say in all honesty, not every one of us at HBC are on the same 

page here. I promise you that from the pulpit to the majority of our 

teachers, we believe in the truth of the unconditional election of God, and 

we believe in the predestinating power of God. Before the foundation of 

the world, God chose you, and you are the material. God made a sovereign 

choice of you. He did not look into time and see what you were going to do 

when you would hear the gospel. But before the foundation of the world, 

something within Him decided to elect you unto Himself. He chose you, a 

sinner in sin, and He predestined you, whom He elected. What He did with 

you was to decide that you, a sinner, would one day be patterned after the 

life of Jesus Christ. That is what predestination means. You should not, as 

a believer, ever have a problem with predestination because it just 

describes what God is doing with those whom He elected before the 

foundation of the world. If you have a problem, do not have one with 

predestination because it is the most glorious thought in Scripture. What 

you have a problem with is the unconditional election of God, so let us get 

this straight. Whether you have a problem with it or not does not matter. 

What matters is that we be a biblical church. What matters is that God 

chose you before the foundation of the world, and the Bible teaching that 

He predestined those that He chose, and He blueprinted your life. He 

decided that you, a sinner, were going to one day be just like Jesus Christ.   

 



Justification and Sanctification  

Now we have election and predestination in our illustration, so we must 

have that moment when you hear the gospel and turn from your sin and 

put your faith in Jesus Christ. The moment you do that you are justified, 

and that is the very moment that God pinned Jesus to you. The moment 

we turn from the gospel, and turn from a life of sin, put our faith and trust 

in Jesus, whether you realized it or not, God pinned Christ to your life! Do 

not ever let me hear you say in my presence, that justified means just as if 

I had not sinned, that is a lie! God does not treat you as if you have never 

sinned. You and I did sin, we were sinners, and we deserved death and 

hell, but God took our sin and put it on His Son Jesus Christ! On that cross 

Christ took the fury of God’s wrath, once for all, for us! God took your sin 

and freed you from it, and he forgave you of it. He does not remember 

your sin anymore, but it is not as if you did not sin, you did. That tells you 

how big our God is. He did not just close His eyes; He punished your sin in 

Christ. He pinned Christ to you, and at that moment He began to start 

cutting everything out of your life that is not according to Christ, that is 

sanctification. I do not know where you are at in the process. I do not 

know if He is still cutting on you, but I believe there will come a time when 

He starts sewing all of the cut pieces together.  

Glorification 

You will look in the mirror and will see some jagged cuts, and some loose 

hems here and there. When you look in the mirror you will not feel like 

much, for you see you will never fully be like you are going to be until the 

moment of the 2nd coming. We call that glorification. At the moment of 

glorification, when God sends Jesus back to the earth, God is going to turn 

you inside out, and in a moment the world will see you as you really are, a 

finished work of Christ. Now that is who you are! You see we have 

election, predestination, justification, sanctification, and we have 

glorification. We are not going to apologize for this. If you are going to 

come to HBC, you will get ridiculed for some of our theological beliefs that 



are based on Scripture. But we have decided that we are not going to be a 

church that is going to invent our God, we are going to believe what the 

Bible says about God and let Him be who He is! When you start saying that 

is not how my God is, if the God you are talking about is not clearly 

revealed in Scripture, then you have created your own God. We call Him a 

figment, a figment of your imagination, and He is not real. The only true 

God is the God revealed in Scripture, and He did not start working on you 

after you sin, He started calling a people unto Himself before the 

foundation of the world.  

Identity Affects Behavior 

Are we on the same page? We are saints of God. It is important for us to 

know who we are because identity affects behavior. If you continue to 

believe you are just an old sinner saved by grace, you will continue to sin a 

whole lot. The reason is because you will always get in that situation, and 

you will bow down to sin every time because you believe you are just an 

old sinner. You will try to reflect glory to God by saying you are saved by 

grace. It is time for this church, as a body, to rise up in this community 

and demonstrate who we really are! We are not old sinners, we are saints! 

If you still hang with sinners, your life should say there is an apartness 

about you. I am not saying you have to break your friendships with those 

who do not know Christ. You should hang in there with those friends but 

there will be a separateness about you; there will be an apartness about 

you. The reason is because you have been separated from a lifestyle of sin 

to a lifestyle of salvation. Your life will be saying that everything in you that 

is not like Christ is being cut out. When God takes those divine scissors, 

under the preaching of His Word, and He starts pointing out things to you, 

it hurts. It may have to be turning from your livelihood. It may have to be 

giving up something that has given you great pleasure in your old life, but 

you are apart from that from now on. If we do not understand who we are 

in our core as a saint of God, it will show up in negative behavior.  



Let me give you a biblical example of this. In 606 BC King Nebuchadnezzar 

started laying siege to the southern kingdom of Israel. Now there were 3 

deportations, one in 606 BC, 597 BC, and 587 BC. But when he came down 

in the 1st deportation, he took some Hebrew youth back to his homeland of 

Babylon. He decides to incorporate those youths into his Babylonian 

educational system. In Daniel chapter 1, one of the 1st things the chief of 

the eunuchs did was to give Daniel the name Belteshazzar. He gave 

Hananiah the name Shadrach. He gave Mishael the name Meshach, and 

Azariah the name Abednego. He did this because of identity. He was going 

to try to teach these boys the language and the literature of the Chaldeans. 

He was going to try to get them to think and to act like a Babylonian. So 

he had to change the way they thought about themselves. The names 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah all have forms of the Hebrew name 

of God in them. Their new names had the names of Babylonian gods. 

When Daniel’s mom named him, she was letting him know that he 

belonged to God. Now King Neb tried to get him to believe he belonged to 

a Babylonian god, and Daniel knew better. Until this church starts believing 

that we do not belong to sin anymore, there will not be a radical change in 

our life. You do not belong to sin; you do not belong to the realm of Satan. 

We are saints of God! It does not matter what you feel about yourself, 

what matters is what Scripture says about you. We are not going to live 

based on how we feel; we are going to live based on what we know to be 

true as saints of God.  

Our Nature 

Now let us talk for a few moments about our nature because this is so 

important. As a saint of God you have one nature, and it is to obey God, to 

serve God, and to do right. I want to say this on the authority of God’s 

Word, if you are sitting here this morning, and the predominate desire of 

your life is to sin rather than to obey, you are probably still a sinner, and 

you have never been to the cross. You have never experienced the reality 

of the death of Jesus. You see when you were born the 1st time, you were 

born of the flesh, and your nature was to sin. You have heard me say 



before that our kids are not born little angels; they are a sin waiting to 

happen. That is why we have the terrible 2’s stage, and the toddler stage. 

I have never seen a parent have to teach their kids to do wrong; they have 

to teach them to do right. Kids know to do wrong, it comes from their 

nature. Yes, a sinner can occasionally do an act of rightness.  

But he cannot live a lifestyle of rightness because it is not his nature. It is a 

sinner’s nature to sin. You are born once with a nature to sin, but when 

you came under the hearing of the gospel and responded by faith, the 

Bible says you were born anew, afresh, you were born a 2nd time. When 

you were born the 2nd time, you were born a saint, not a sinner. Your 

nature now is to do right, and to obey. We will study in Romans that the 

person you were as a sinner actually died and you now have a new nature. 

You are a new man in Christ. Now here is where it gets tricky, where 

people misunderstand, so I am going to try to be clear here.  

Power of Sin 

When you were born the 1st time your nature was to sin because you were 

actually dead to God and alive to the power of sin within you. In your flesh 

you have an entity called the power of sin, not acts of sin. Acts of sin flow 

out of this root problem of the power of sin in your life. Before you met 

Christ and received the Holy Spirit, you were enslaved to the power of sin, 

and you had no choice but to sin. Now occasionally you would do well, but 

you could not continue to do good because you were a sinner. Now 

depending on sin’s purpose in your life, some of you were very moral 

sinners, but you were still a sinner. You still did what you did for your own 

selfish glory, which is being a sinner. You lived your life according to your 

unredeemed flesh. I get so tickled when people talk about man having a 

free will as a sinner. No, you do not have a free will! If you are born a 

sinner and enslaved to sin, what kind of free will do you think you will 

have? You will have a will that is bent toward sin. You need to get it out of 

your head that man is born neutral and he is not slanted one way of the 

other. You are slanted toward sin! Now when God, by His grace, moved 

upon your heart and opened your eyes to see the truth of the gospel, and 



you believed in Christ, and He birthed you anew, you received a new 

nature. That new nature is to obey. You, in your old life, were dead to God 

and alive to sin. But now in your new life, you are dead to sin and alive to 

God. That explains the change some of you have experienced in life. You 

used to be alive to the power of sin. You were dead to God, so you lived a 

lifestyle of sin, and then you met Jesus and now you are different. You are 

different because now you became alive to God, and you died to the power 

of sin. Sin did not die in you, you died to it. That is why there is this 

glorious change in your life! As a new creation of God, the Bible describes 

us as His workmanship. That means we are His work of art, His 

masterpiece, and God does not make junk! When you say to yourself or 

someone else that you are just an old sinner saved by grace, you are 

saying God makes junk. No, my God does not make junk. Each one of us is 

a work of art. It takes God a little longer to get some of us where we are 

supposed to be than it does for others, but that is the uniqueness about 

us. Now as a work of art, your nature is to obey God. You do not live 

according to your unredeemed flesh anymore; you live according to the 

Spirit. We will learn in Romans that if you are still living according to the 

flesh, you are not a believer. You are not a saint. I do not want you to be 

surprised when you get there, but if you die in that state, you will wake up 

in hell. There will never be an opportunity to turn from sin to salvation. 

Your new nature is to obey God. 

Only One Nature 

Now I do not know where this crept into the Church, but some of us 

almost live and believe as if we have 2 natures. We have one that wants to 

do right, and another that wants to do wrong. That is not true; you are not 

a dual natured person. Now I always have to be careful when I illustrate 

things because sometimes they can be misleading and not really prove the 

point. I have thought of this for years but have never publically used this, 

but it appears to me that when God created the cat that He gave the cat a 

nature to be clean. A cat can get dirty, but he does not want to get dirty. 

As a matter of fact, when a cat gets dirty he licks himself off. He does that 



because that is his nature. The animal that is so different from the cat is 

the pig. I will never forget one time when I took one of my Papaw’s pigs to 

the pig show at Murray. I cleaned him up and got him looking good. There 

was an opening in the Ag building at MSU and he got out and went to the 

shrubs. He lay down, and he wallowed, and he got that stuff all over him. 

Now what is the nature of a pig? It is to wallow. He does not want to 

wallow in shampoo and clean water, he wants to make his own mud 

puddle because a pig wants to get dirty. If you clean a pig up and turn him 

loose, it will follow its nature and wallow in mud because it wants to be 

dirty. If you take a cat and dip it in mud, it will follow its nature and clean 

itself up because it wants to be clean. Can you imagine an animal that had 

both the nature of a cat and a pig? Would that be a miserable creature or 

what?  

Some of you have been led to believe you are a miserable creature. Part of 

the time you want to sin, and part of the time you want to do right, and 

you do not know if you are coming or going most of the time in the 

Christian life. You have been lied to folks! If you come to HBC you do not 

have to agree with us. But if you want to be on the same page, you have 

to understand that we believe knowing who you are is important because it 

affects your identity. We are going to teach that you have a new nature 

who wants to do right. As a saint of God you will not, and cannot live a 

habitual life of sin, but you can still occasionally sin. But when you do sin, 

you will clean yourself up. You cannot wallow in it, but you can fall in it. 

When you fall in it, God will convict you by His Holy Spirit, and by His Word 

He will point that sin out to you, and you will confess and repent of that 

sin. If you still have a desire to wallow in sin, and get all dirty all of the 

time, you are probably not a saint of God. Are we clear? We are not saying 

behavior determines identity, we are saying identity determines behavior. 

We are saints of God.  


