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A Call to Worship Scripture Reading 

Psalms 145:1-9 (Bro Kory Cunningham) 

 “I will extol you, my God and King,  

and bless your name forever and ever. 

 Every day I will bless you 

and praise your name forever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,  

and his greatness is unsearchable.  

One generation shall commend your works to another,  

and shall declare your mighty acts. 

On the glorious splendor of your majesty,  

and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,  

and I will declare your greatness. 

They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 

and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.  

The Lord is gracious and merciful,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

The Lord is good to all,  

and his mercy is over all that he has made”.  

 



Lighting of the Advent Candle 

We relight the candle of Prophesy, as we recall in the Old Testament that 

Jesus Christ would be born to save us from our sins. We relight the candle 

of redemption, as we recall that Jesus redeemed us by dying on a cross, in 

our place, for our sins. This morning as we light our 3rd candle, the candle 

of reconciliation, I will read from II Corinthians 5:16-21. 

Advent Scripture Reading 

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though 

we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.  All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 

us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are 

ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

 

The candle of reconciliation is representing what the cross did for us. It 

was the cross that not only paid for our sin, but it was the cross that 

reconciled us back to God. We as His sheep went astray, we sinned against 

Him, and we caused a division between us and God. But God, in His mercy 

and love, gave Jesus as the perfect sacrifice to reconcile us, to bring us 

back into a right relationship with Him through the death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Also remember that there are men and 

women, boys and girls, all over this world, who have not been reconciled 

to God. As Christians we have the ministry of reconciliation. We are to go 

forth to the nations, preaching the gospel, and telling people that God is 

not counting their sins against them because of what Jesus did for them.  

 



(Bro Ricky)  

The scripture for this morning is again Matthew 1:18-25 as we are going to 

dig just a little deeper in the passage that Kory used last week. 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 

with child from the Holy Spirit.  And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 

unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he 

considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 

that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All 

this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 

Immanuel"(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did 

as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not 

until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.” 

Introduction 

This morning, the 3rd Sunday of Advent, we want to think about the gift of 

Christmas. Hopefully we have already seen the light of Christmas, and we 

have seen the tree of Christmas. Along with several traditions that most of 

our families have at Christmastime is the giving and the receiving of gifts. 

As a child, I believe this was my most favorite part of Christmas. If I can 

be honest, it was not giving of gifts, but getting gifts. Some of my fondest 

memories of Christmas are being a child at my house and at other homes 

where I would receive gifts during the Christmas season. One tradition 

forever etched in my mind is Christmas at Papaw and Mamaw’s. It was 

always on Christmas night, it was the last tradition we would have during 

the Christmas season. When we would get there, Gina and I would 

immediately run into the living room that we hardly ever went in the rest of 

the year, and looked at the tree, and we saw the gifts. But we did not get 

to open gift until what seemed like forever! I do not know who started this, 

(we did not like the tradition, but we obeyed because we were the 



children) but tradition at Mamaw and Pawpaw was that we always ate 

supper first. That is dinner for those of you from the city. It seemed like I 

was never hungry, not because of what I had eaten earlier in the day, but 

my mind could not wrap itself around what I was going to get for 

Christmas from Mamaw and Papaw. Wow, did supper last forever! If they 

would have only just ate! But every adult at the table just talked, and 

talked and talked. Inevitably they would get the question, “Is it time to 

open the presents?” And we would always be told, “Not until we are 

finished eating.” Then they would finally finish eating and the men would 

get up and go into the informal living room. We would ask again if it was 

time to open the presents. We knew it was not but we would ask anyway. 

Every year we would get this same answer, “Not until we clean up the 

table, wash the dishes, and clean the kitchen”. Wow, that took forever! 

Finally, it was time to open presents. We would go into the living room and 

there on the hardwood floor would be the Christmas tree, and the couch 

we hardly ever sat on except during Christmas. Then we would get to open 

the presents. Here is what I loved about Christmas at Mamaw and 

Papaw’s; I always got what I wanted. Now I am assuming the reason was 

because my mom and dad told them what to get me. So every time I 

opened a gift from them, it would always be what I wanted, which were 

toys. If I did not get a toy, I got a tin can. It was a tin can that you could 

shake and you knew it had something in it. Mamaw would bring out a can 

opener and inside the can was cash, cash in a can…which was always 

converted to toys! Now the memory that I remember most about Mamaw 

and Papaw’s is that I had a set of cousins that did not have parents like I 

had. I do not mean this disrespectful in any way, but it was horrible as a 

kid. Because at Mamaw and Papaw’s, my sister and I are opening 

everything we want, but my cousins are not overjoyed like we are because 

they do not get what they want, they get what they need. I cannot tell you 

the look on their faces when they would open up their presents after I 

have just opened up my new Tonka dump truck, and they open up t-shirts, 

socks, or shoes. I so desperately wanted them to get what they wanted, 

and not what they needed.  



The Gift of Jesus: verses 21-23 

This morning as we examine Matthew’s gospel, and we think about the gift 

of Christmas, we are not going to get what we want, but we are going to 

get what we need. Notice as we relook at verses 21-23 of the passage 

Kory read last week concerning the tree of Christmas, that this tell us that 

Jesus Christ was clearly born to die, so that those of us who were dead 

might live. He came to save His people from their sins. But when the angel 

appears to Joseph, he instructs him to name the child Jesus. As Kory 

mentioned last week, that name tells us that Jehovah is our Savior; God 

saves. Then Matthew quotes an Old Testament passage, Isaiah chapter 7, 

verse 14, to show how the birth of Jesus actually fulfilled the Prophesy of 

Isaiah. When you read that Prophesy, the Bible says that when the virgin 

conceives and brings forth a son, that you shall call His name Immanuel; 

God with us. This is where I believed I found one of the 1st errors in the 

Bible, honestly. But I knew there were not really any errors in the Bible, 

but I just could not, as a young kid, get my mind around this. How could 

an angel, who knows the Bible, tell Joseph to name Mary’s son Jesus when 

the Old Testament specifically says He should have been named 

Immanuel! The angel told Joseph to name Him Jesus, but the Old 

Testament said to name Him Immanuel. It was not until later that I 

understood that Immanuel was not referring to the title or the name that 

He would be called by. Immanuel looked deeper into who Jesus really is, 

and that is the God-man. He is actually God with us.  

I do not want any of us to miss this. When we think about the gift of 

Christmas, it is God giving us His Son Jesus. He is the 2nd person of the 

godhead, becoming fully man just like you and I, and yet retaining full 

deity at the same time. He actually chose to make His home with us. Do 

you know what your Father has given you for Christmas?  Now I do not 

know about you but at Christmastime at our house, the higher we go in 

order of authority, the better the gift gets. Not disrespecting my sister, but 

my sister’s gift to me could never compare to the gift I got from my mom 

and my dad. I want you to behold this morning the gift of God the Father 



to you. It may not be what you really wanted. Israel wanted a great 

military king, but God gave them what they needed, and that was a Savior; 

God with them. He gave them His Son, He gave them a person.  

This year I have tried to decide what to get Celisa for Christmas. What she 

really needs this year is a housekeeper. It is not because she cannot clean 

the house (I caught that ladies!) I approved this with her before I said 

that. Or she needs a yard keeper. Now I want you to listen, if I were to 

give her a person to clean her house, or to keep her yard, I would be 

giving her someone who could do what she can already do herself. But she 

does not always have time to do it because she is so busy, or she just does 

not enjoy doing it as much as she used to. But let us be clear, there is not 

anyone who could do it better than my wife can. So if I gave her that gift, I 

would just be giving her a gift of someone who can do what she can 

already do. Do not think about that when we think about God giving us a 

person for Christmas. The reason God gave us Jesus is not because we 

wanted someone to do what we can already do or just do not have time, 

He gave us what we really needed. What we needed was someone to do 

for us what we cannot do for ourselves, and that is to live the life that God 

requires of each of us. So He gave us His Son.  

One of a Kind Kid 

Can you imagine being Mary and Joseph and one day discovering what 

every parent discovers, whoa this kid is different? I mean when Kiki was 

born, we thought we had a one of a kind kid. Then when Kory came along, 

we thought we had another one of a kind kid. But that did not compare to 

when Crider came along. When he came along we knew this was the one 

of a kind kid! Then Finley came along and wow! Think about this, imagine 

being Mary and Joseph and you have that moment when you knew. Now 

the birth narrative that Mary pondered a lot of things in her heart, and I 

think from the get-go she knew this kid was different, amen?  

Can you imagine getting back home and looking into the back seat of a 

chariot and your 12 year old son is not there? You have left him at the 



feast! As you make that journey back to the feast, can you imagine the 

conversation? “How could you have left my Son? Sorry hon, I did not mean 

to, I thought He was with you!” When they search all over Jerusalem they 

cannot find him. I think they finally go to the temple to pray and ask for 

God’s guidance, and there He is sitting, teaching the Sanhedrin court, 

answering and asking questions that has been contemplated from the 

beginning of time. When they ask Him, He said, “Know you not I must be 

about My Father’s business?” God gave us a one of a kind Son, His only 

Begotten. God with us.  

God with Us 

Can you imagine being those original 12 called of God and you have that 

moment when it really dawns on you that this guy can do what we cannot 

do? Can you imagine being there, and you are washing or mending your 

net and all of a sudden He appears and gets in your boat? After He teaches 

a little while He looks at you and says, “Hey Pete, let’s go fishing.” And you 

honestly say, “Lord we have fished all night long and we have not caught a 

thing, this is not the time to fish”. But never the less you take Him fishing, 

and when He tells you to drop the net you catch so many fish that your 

nets begin to break. God with us.  

Can you imagine being in that boat and going across to the other side of 

the sea and while Jesus is taking a nap in the belly of the boat, all of a 

sudden one of those tempest storms come up on the Sea of Galilee? And 

you are caught in the middle of it, and you are a professional fisherman, 

you deal with this all of the time, but suddenly you begin to fear, and you 

look in the boat and Jesus is asleep. You wake Him up, He stands up and 

just says, “Peace”, and immediately the wind and the sea obey, and it 

becomes smooth as ice. God with us.   

Can you imagine late that afternoon when He had taught over 5000 men 

and suddenly you realize as the management team, with Jesus working out 

all of the details, that there is not enough food to feed the people in this 

desolate place? There is not a fast food place anywhere! The most you can 



scrounge up is 5 loaves and 2 fishes, so you ask Jesus to cut the teaching 

early, to dispense the crowd and give them time to go back home to find 

lodging and food. He says just bring what you have, and you bring the 5 

loaves and 2 fishes. He takes it and says a prayer over it and tells you to 

divide the people in groups of 50 and you begin to pass it out. As you pass 

it out, every time you reach into that basket there is always more. And 

after everyone has been fed and you take up what is left over, there are 12 

baskets full! God with us.  

God for Us 

But you know it does not take us long in the gospels to find out that not 

only is God with us, but He is actually for us. He has tried to tell us all 

along that the reason He is with us is because He is for us, He is not 

against us. He goes to a cross, and on that cross He died a substitutionary 

death, once for all. Why? Because as Paul taught in the 8th chapter of 

Romans, “if God be for us, who can be against us?” If God is for you, does 

it matter who is against you? He is the one who justified you, and He is the 

one who elected you. Is Christ going to condemn you? No, He is the one 

who died for you, He is the one who was raised, and He is the one that 

right now sits at the right hand throne of God making intercession for you! 

You see, the God who is with us is the God who was for us.  

God in Us 

But Jesus had taught His disciples that He was going to exit the theater of 

this world by the cross, and He told them it was actually to their advantage 

that He goes away. Can you imagine having God with you, relying upon 

Him, and now suddenly He tells you He is leaving? And the 1st thing that 

goes through your mind is how in the world am I going to live, how am I 

going to do this? I cannot! We discover in John 14:15-17 that when He 

goes away, He will not leave us as orphans but He will send another 

helper. That word a another in the Greek means “another of the same 

kind”. There is another for a different kind, but he carefully chooses a word 

that means another of the same kind. He sent another helper, another 



person, the Holy Spirit, the 3rd person of the godhead who will come in 

alongside you and dwell with you. Jesus tells them that He (Holy Spirit) will 

not only dwell with you, He will dwell in you, and therefore the world can 

never take Him from you, as they are going to take Jesus. Paul would write 

to the Church at Galatia and declare that he does not live his life in the 

flesh, but the life he lives, he lives by faith in the Son of God, because it is 

Christ living in him. Paul would write to the Church at Ephesus and remind 

them at the moment of faith; they were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 

promise.  

God through Us 

The gift of Christmas is not only God with us, it is God for us, and in us 

which results in God through us, as Kory read in II Corinthians 5:20.  And 

in this it accomplishes the ministry of reconciliation. You see in Philippians 

chapter 2, after reminding us that we are to have the mindset of Christ, 

Paul told us to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Then 

he reminded that it is God who is working in us, both to will and to do His 

good pleasure. Do you understand that when we receive the gift of 

Christmas, Jesus Christ, it is God with us, God for us, God in us, and it is 

God through us? God send the person of Jesus because what we could not 

do, He did, so that we can now do what He did. Let me tell you what Jesus 

did when He was here. He lived a different kind of life.  

Change of Person 

As we think about the true gift of Christmas as Christians, let this dawn on 

us. We have a different kind of life. Do you understand that? John would 

describe it in John chapter 5:24. Jesus said in the KJV, “verily, verily”; I 

love the KJV when it says verily, verily. Jesus used verily twice a lot. When 

He used verily twice that means to get your spiritual antennas up, He was 

going to tell something really good! He told them that whoever hears His 

Word, and believes His Word, has everlasting life and actually passes from 

death to life. Did you hear that? John describes this new kind of life, this 

different kind of life we have, as being a change in person. The moment 



you and I believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, at that moment, we 

pass from a state of being spiritually dead to a state of being spiritually 

alive. In our state of spiritual death, we were dead to God and alive to sin. 

But in our state of spiritual life, we are alive to God, and now dead to sin. 

Our very nature changes. We used to have a nature to sin and we now 

have a nature to obey. We used to live according to our unredeemed flesh 

and we now live according to the Spirit of God. It is because we live a 

different kind of life! Paul, in II Corinthians chapter 5, would actually say 

“therefore if any be in Christ he is a new creation. Old things have passed 

away, behold all things have become new.” Do you understand you and I 

have a new, different kind of life, and it starts with a change of person?  

Change of Perspective 

Because we have a change of person, the 2nd thing we note about this 

different kind of life is we now have a different perspective. There is a 

change of perspective. I do not know about you, but in my old life, I 

looked down a lot, and I looked back a lot. In the old life, it is amazing 

how what you find yourself in is overwhelming, agreed? When you get out 

of whatever you were in from that old life, you just could not keep your 

eye looking through the windshield; you had to glance at the rearview 

mirror. It seemed like you past was always in your present, and if you were 

not careful your past was messing up your future. There were just a lot of 

things that you did not believe you could do anymore because of where 

you had been. It would keep you from getting to where you really wanted 

to go. That is how you felt in the old life. What is different? You are not 

that person anymore. 

Look to Things Above 

 Because you are not that person anymore, there has not only been a 

change in person, there has been a change of perspective. Colossians 3:1-

4 clearly states that if we have been raised with Christ, and died with 

Christ, Colossians 2:20, (which is a picture of salvation) we are to set our 

mind on things above. You see, in baptism, when you go under the water, 



and come up out of the water, you picture the death of the old man, and 

the resurrection of the new man. So Paul is saying for those people who 

have identified with Christ in baptism because of faith, you do not set your 

mind where you used to set your mind. You used to set your mind on the 

earth. We now set our mind on things above where Christ is sitting at the 

right hand of God. Paul wants us to set our mind there because that is 

where we are, we are in Christ, and He is at the right hand throne of God. 

I am in Christ, therefore Paul tells me to look up into heaven to Jesus. I 

see me in Jesus, my salvation is complete because God did for me what I 

could not do for myself! He sent His Son to live and die for me, therefore I 

look forward, and I do not look back. I look up, and I do not look down. It 

is amazing how when you realize where you are at, and you are higher 

than you used to be, your perspective changes. I used to be in Adam and 

he was earthly. I always judged my situation by being in Adam. Can I say 

this? When you are in it, it is not always like you think it is. Do you 

understand that? When you are in it, and you see it from that perspective, 

it looks like it will never change. It looks like it will never be over. Can you 

imagine if you could get a perspective that was higher than that moment, 

and you could see that moment in the entirety of your life? If you could 

just be lifted above it, and instead of seeing this storm that you are in you 

could see that the sun was shining over here. That is the new perspective 

you have, we have the ability to see our situation and our family’s situation 

from the perspective of God. Wow! Therefore let me tell you what life is. 

Life is now living with your eye fully on the windshield, not the rearview 

mirror. 

 Do you remember that little sticker on the right hand side of your car that 

says objects are closer than they appear; meaning things are not as 

they appear to be. If you look in the rearview mirror, you think you have 

another inch, and you just hit it! In life, when you constantly look through 

the rearview mirror, things are bigger than they really are. Things are more 

damning than they really are, they are more defeating than they really are, 



and so many of us keep looking in the rearview mirror at where we have 

been.  

It is causing us to plow a lousy plow line in our life. I remember when I 

first learned to drive a tractor and my Papaw and Dad trusted me to plow, 

this was a long time ago. It was in an open cab, 856 International. There 

were five, sixteen plows on the back. My dad would say, “Do you see that 

tree? Do not take your eye off of it until you get to it.” Now we did not 

have really big fields, but I do not know if I ever plowed without taking my 

eye off of that tree. I just had to see how I was doing! When I would turn 

around to see how I was doing, and then turned back, I was not sure 

which tree it was I had been looking at! Do you know what I spent the rest 

of my afternoon doing? I was trying to straighten the rows where I had 

looked back.  

Satan would love to keep you looking back instead of looking forward, and 

looking up. What I am here to say to you is you look up, and you look 

forward because your past is truly in God’s past. It was dealt with at the 

cross. If your father, and your mother, and your grandparents cannot get 

over your past, then it is just tough. God is over it, so you get over it. Do 

not let Satan keep you from getting where God wants you to be. You get 

your eye on the windshield. 

Change of Power 

Thirdly, not only is there a change in person, a change in perspective, 

there is a change in power. In 1st Corinthians 15:10, Paul was clear that he 

outworked all of the other Apostles. But then he had to pause and say it 

really was not him, but God’s grace in him that was outworking all of the 

other Apostles. Paul could say to the Church at Philippi, “I can do all things 

through Christ.” I want you to listen to me. What you attempted to do 

before you became a Christian and miserably failed at, you can now do. 

The reason is because there has been a change of person, and you now 

have the unlimited power of God in your life to accomplish His good 

pleasure.  



Invitation 

Can you imagine me giving a gift to my children and them not receiving it? 

Being so distracted by something else that they never open the gift from 

Dad. God put the gift of His Son on a tree. And so that it would be 

unmistakable that it is for you, Scripture wrote the tag this way; “For 

whosoever believes”. Believes what?  That God so love you that He gave 

His Son that you would not perish but you could have a different kind of 

life, eternal life, the very life of God. This morning, as the Holy Spirit 

enables you, do you need to receive Jesus Christ? Do you need to receive 

the gift of God for you?  

Now here is what is going to happen. God is not only going to get you, but 

you get God. You get God in you, and an inner change takes place. I know 

what you are thinking, but you will not want to do that thing that holds you 

right now because God changes your nature. He sets you free from sin. 

You see right now in Adam, you stand condemned, guilty before God. But 

when you receive the gift, you will stand before God totally righteous. 

Right now you stand before God a debtor, and you owe a debt you will 

never be able to pay no matter how good you try to live. But in Christ, 

once you receive the gift, you are forgiven, and it is forgotten about with 

God. Right now you stand as a slave to sin in Adam. But if you will receive 

the gift of God, He sets you free to be who He wants you to be, and to do 

what He wants you to do. Right now you sit in a chair in Adam, and you 

are a stranger to God, you have no clue! You never had intimate fellowship 

with Him. But the moment you receive the gift of His Son Jesus Christ, you 

move from an enemy to a friend because of reconciliation. Right now you 

sit here, child of Satan, a slave to him, and yet God’s will for you is to 

adopt you into His family. The moment you receive His Son, you become 

an adopted child of God with full rights, and a full inheritance, just like that 

of His only begotten Son Jesus Christ. The choice, it is yours. God has 

already made His choice, will you now respond to His choice by putting 

your faith and trust in Jesus Christ, turning your life from you to Him, 

trusting in what His Son did for you on the cross?  



 

 


