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Acts 15:6-21 

 

 

Many of you realize that we celebrated fall break last week and New 
Covenant Christian School was closed as well. The staff was not required to 
come in so I was surprised when I went down to the church at our 
downtown location where the office is. I don't know if you have ever been 
down there, but hardly anyone ever parks in that parking spot in front of 
the glass door because it is just known that is my parking spot. There is 
not a name or a plague there, but everybody just knows. So you can 
imagine, to my surprise, driving up to church knowing nobody will be 
there, and when I pull into the parking lot I see this little sports car parked 
in my spot. Immediately, I had this thought…They have done it again! I 
really did! I mean occasionally you give me a new Toyota pickup truck, and 
I thought, wow, a sports car! I whipped in beside the sports car and, man, 
I looked it over. It’s red, it’s a Miata, it shines, it sparkles; there was not a 
spot of dust on it anywhere! For just a few minutes, I kept waiting for 
everybody to come running around the building saying, “Surprise!” Then it 
dawned on me…that is not what is going on here, somebody is in the 
building. After I looked at that car for several minutes and I went into the 



building, there was somebody who is on staff in the building, and sure 
enough, that car belongs to them. I began to brag on their car, and it killed 
them…As a matter of fact, they told me they only reason they drove this 
car down there on this day was because nobody was going to be there! 
And then I showed up…The next thing you know they begin to explain to 
me that this car, at one time, was not drivable. It has what is called a 
salvaged title. This car went through a natural disaster, and because of 
that natural disaster, it was deemed by an insurance company to be un-
drivable. It was headed to a salvage yard when somebody believed they 
could take a car like this that is un-drivable, not usable, do their magic on 
it, and they turned it into this car I saw in our parking lot. Wow! That car 
was rebuilt for a purpose.  

As I thought about Acts chapter 15 this week, I believe that at the heart of 
this passage God is trying to teach us that His Church is rebuilt for a 
purpose. If you are a part of the Church, you, your individual life, has been 
redeemed from the salvage yard, from the junk yard, so to speak, and you 
may feel like you have a salvaged title because of your past. No, God is 
shaping and molding you and me into who He wants us to be. We have 
already read the first five verses of Acts chapter 15, so we are going to 
pick it up in verses 6 and 7 and read again through verse 21. 

Scripture 

“The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider 
this matter. And after there had been much debate, Peter stood 
up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early days 
God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles 
should hear the word of the gospel and believe. And God, who 
knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy 
Spirit just as he did to us, and he made no distinction between us 
and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. Now, therefore, 
why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck 
of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to 
bear? But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 



And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and 
Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done 
through them among the Gentiles. After they finished speaking, 
James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how 
God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his 
name. And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is 
written, 
 
“‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that 
has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, that the 
remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who 
are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes these things 
known from of old.’ 
Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the 
Gentiles who turn to God, but should write to them to abstain 
from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and 
from what has been strangled, and from blood. For from ancient 
generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, 
for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.” 
 
The Jerusalem Council 

We are picking up the story where we left off last week. There is a meeting 
taking place in the church at Jerusalem because the church in Antioch has 
sent Barnabas and Paul back to the mother church. The reason is because 
there has been a situation taking place in Antioch where a group of people 
from the church have come down saying that Gentiles must also be 
circumcised in order to be saved. Now the church has taken up this 
discussion and the apostles and elders are leading it. As they begin to 
discuss this situation, there was a group within the church at Jerusalem 
who has been influenced because they were former Pharisees. They have 
come to know Christ (Luke calls them believers), but they still believe you 



have to be circumcised and you have to keep the Law of Moses in order to 
be saved.  

Peter Speaks 

Now, they begin to debate this: Is circumcision necessary for salvation? 
Paul and Barnabas believe that a person is saved by grace through faith 
alone. They have made that clear on their missionary journeys. After much 
debate, Peter stands up and says, “Brothers...” I want you to hear that 
term. This is a family matter. He is recognizing that we all have something 
in common, and that is God is our Father. We are brothers and sisters in 
Christ. The church is gathered together. Peter, who has tremendous 
influence in the church at Jerusalem, is going to speak. When he speaks, 
you will notice that in everything he says God is the subject. We are going 
to see a lot of actions of God.  

If we can pause for a second…it is encouraging to me that when Peter 
began to speak he didn’t speak about what the church was doing, he spoke 
about what God was doing. Wouldn’t it be refreshing if that was what 
came out of our mouths? “…what God is doing…” 

GOD CHOSE PETER FOR SERVICE                                                                                                                                               
BECAUSE HE HAD CHOSEN                                                                                  

CORNELIUS FOR SALVATION 

I want you to see the first thing Peter said because it is going to be the 
first point of our message about being rebuilt for a purpose. Scripture says, 
“Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, 
that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe.” Here is what Peter is saying, what the Bible is teaching, what the 
Holy Spirit is inspiring Luke to say as he writes this historical narrative with 
a purpose and for a purpose…God chose Peter for service because He had 
chosen Cornelius for salvation. Would you look at that? Let that sink in. 
The first statement Peter makes after calling the church family is, Guys, 
you know this! From among all of you, God chose me that by my mouth 
the Gentiles, Cornelius and his house in particular, would hear the gospel 
and believe. Here is what I think Peter believed, and I hope you believe 
this; God chose him for service, the service of telling the good news of 



Jesus to someone because He had already chosen them for salvation. God 
did not just choose them to hear; He chose them to hear and believe. 
Peter realizes that he had the privilege of having God break into his life 
(Acts 10), not because He had a purpose for Peter’s life only but because 
He had a purpose for the life of the person Peter was going to talk with.  

Do any of you feel that way? Do any of you feel like God has called others 
to salvation besides you, and that He has called you to a particular service 
and that particular service is not for you but for someone else? How would 
your life be different if those of us who are Christians believed God is 
calling you? Out of everybody in the church, He called you for a particular 
service because He has called someone else to salvation that you are going 
to serve, but they will not be saved until you carry out your service. They 
will not believe the gospel until they hear the gospel, and God has ordained 
you to share the gospel with them.  

• God Knows the Heart and Bears Witness 

The next verse begins, “And God…” Now, this is the God who has chosen 
Peter to go tell Cornelius and his house the gospel so they will believe, 
“And God, who knows the heart…” In the Greek New Testament, that is 
one word, heart-knower. It is God, the heart-knower, God, who knows the 
heart, God, who doesn’t have to see you do something outwardly to know 
what is really going on inside you because He knows the heart. He knows 
your heart. This is talking about how God knew the heart of Cornelius and 
those in his household when Peter goes to preach the gospel to them. 
Why? Because God is a heart-knower. Remember, the debate here is if 
man has to do something, like circumcision or a work of the law, in order 
to be saved. Do we add something to faith? Peter is trying to tell us the 
reason we do not add something to faith is because God does not have to 
see you doing anything because of your faith; God sees your heart and He 
knows when faith is real because He knows the heart.  

So God, the heart-knower, “bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy 
Spirit just as He did to us.” The book of Acts begins by teaching us that 
we, the Church, are empowered witnesses. We are supposed to take the 
gospel to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth. 



We witness what we know to be true about Christ. So, when we witness to 
someone about what we know to be true, then God witnesses about them, 
about whether they have come to faith or not. How does He do that? He 
did that “by giving them the Holy Spirit.”  

Can I ask you this question? Would God give His Holy Spirit to an 
unbeliever? No. Would God give His Holy Spirit to someone who is not 
saved? No. So when God gives His Spirit to someone, He is witnessing to 
them that He knows their heart and there has been a change. Back in Acts 
chapter 10, as Peter was preaching the gospel, the Holy Spirit fell on all 
who heard and Peter said can any man forbid water that these should not 
be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just like us? Peter is 
acknowledging to the Jewish people there that Cornelius’s household has 
been saved before baptism. They have been saved before circumcision. 
They have been saved without keeping the law. They had already received 
the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives at the moment of faith, “just as 
He did to us.” What is Peter saying? When did the Jewish people receive 
the Holy Spirit? They received the Holy Spirit at the moment of faith when 
they came into a right relationship with God. If you come into a right 
relationship with God based on faith, is there a need for circumcision? No. 
Is there a need for you to keep the law in order to be saved? No. God has 
already given Cornelius and his household the Holy Spirit.  

• God Makes No Distinction between Jews and Gentiles 

Next, Peter says in verse 9, “…and He [God] made no distinction between 
us and them…” That was tough to swallow to many in the church because 
the children of Israel knew they had a favored status with God. They were 
His chosen people, and now, Peter says that God does not make distinction 
between those who have had the special Revelation of God since their 
founding as a nation, and those who have only had natural Revelation. 
There is no distinction; God saves both the same way. That would have 
troubled the side of the church who had been heavily influenced by the 
Pharisees.  

The rest of the verse says, “…having cleansed their hearts by faith.” The 
Jewish people, even those in the Church, believed Gentiles were unclean. 



They were dirty, filthy, so Peter uses his words carefully here. He says 
when God got ready to cleanse them from their uncleanliness, cleanse 
them from sin, He cleansed their heart not through circumcision, not 
through keeping the law, not through baptism, but He cleansed them 
through faith. In other words, the Gentile people who have put their faith 
in Christ have a heart that is cleansed just like the Jewish hearts are 
cleansed, and having the Holy Spirit in your life is evidence that your heart 
is right with God and you are in a right relationship with Him.  

Now Peter has a question. He is addressing this group of people in the 
church who has gone down to Antioch and are teaching that Gentiles have 
to be circumcised, have to keep the law, and this counsel reveals there are 
some people in the church who believe this. Peter asks why are you 
putting God to the test? I don't know about you, but I do not want to test 
God. Do you? Peter says to the church…You are testing God by putting this 
yoke of law, this yoke of circumcision on the Gentiles necks when even we 
Jews, our forefathers, could not bear this yoke. So why in the world are 
you wanting to add it to Gentiles and tell them they have to do this when 
God has already clearly revealed that He cleanses Gentiles the same way 
He cleanses us, and that is at the moment of faith? You have to remember 
what is in the background here. Even in the Church, the Jewish people 
struggled with letting their national identity influence their view of 
Christianity. Because they had been God’s covenant people throughout the 
Old Testament era, because they had received circumcision as a sign of the 
Abrahamic covenant, because they had received the Law of Moses, 
because they knew they were God’s chosen people, because they had their 
piece of real estate, when they became the Church many of them 
struggled and let their national identity influence their Christianity rather 
than letting their Christianity influence their national identity.  

We sometimes struggle with this as Americans. I say this in a positive way, 
but we so appreciate the founding of our country and believe our country 
was founded on Christian principles that many of us tie being an American 
with being a Christian. Some of us, because of our belief in political parties, 
allow our national identity as an American to influence our Christianity 
instead of letting our Christianity influence our citizenship as an American. 



That line of thinking is why four times in this passage Peter is going to say 
“us and them.” The thought was a Gentile had to become like a Jew, and 
Peter is saying God does not make a distinction. He saved us both the 
same way. He cleansed their hearts just like He cleansed our hearts, at the 
moment of faith in Jesus Christ.  

• Peter States His Belief  

Look at what Peter does next in verse 11, and this would not have been 
popular with some of the Jews. They would have caught what he was 
doing, “But we [the Jewish side of the church] believe that we will be 
saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they [the Gentiles] will.” 
At first, he made “them” like “us,” but now he is saying…Here is what we 
really believe. They are not just going to be saved like we were saved; we 
are going to be saved like they are saved. He puts Jewish people in the 
same category as Gentile people. Paul does the same thing in Romans 
chapter 3 when he said it did not matter if you had natural revelation or 
special revelation, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  

Now, Luke never records Peter mentioning circumcision. But is there any 
doubt in your mind on what Peter is saying? Peter is saying we are saved 
by grace through faith alone, and it is the reason he spoke about being 
chosen to go to the house of Cornelius. If there were any other thing we 
have to do to show God our faith is real, it would have been in this council 
meeting. So please do not add anything to faith for salvation. The reason 
you do not add anything else to it is because God knows the heart. God 
justifies sinners on the basis of them trusting what God said is true about 
them, and that is on that cross Jesus took their place, died in their place, 
and bore the wrath of God so that a sinner could be made right with God. 
The moment they put their faith and trust in that, they are brought into a 
right relationship with God. So, we do not add anything to faith. In 
particular, this is dealing with circumcision and law, but please do not add 
anything else because we are saved by grace through faith alone. God has 
chosen you and me to take that message to others He has chosen, just like 
He chose us.  

 



Barnabas and Paul Speak 

The next verse talks about Barnabas and Paul, not Paul and Barnabas. 
They are back home in Jerusalem where Barnabas is revered. He is the son 
of encouragement, the encourager, the one who literally helped to disciple 
Paul, the one who brought Paul into the Church, and Barnabas put his 
reputation on the line by putting his arm around him, so to speak. So 
Barnabas and Paul share with the council, but watch this…they do not 
mention Gentiles coming to Christ through faith. They talk about what God 
did among Gentiles through them and all the signs and wonders He did. 
Again, just as Peter was saying that the way we know these people are 
really believers is because God has given them the Holy Spirit, now, 
Barnabas and Paul are talking about all the signs and wonders God did for 
these people to reveal that they really are believers in Jesus Christ, and the 
church listens.  

James Speaks 

This is James the Just. The early Church called him James the Just. James 
was the half-brother of Jesus. He did not believe in Jesus during his time at 
home with Him. It was not until after the resurrection when Jesus made an 
appearance to him that he came to know Him and acknowledge He was 
truly God’s Messiah. People who were not part of the Church called him 
James the Just because this kid was so dedicated to the Law of Moses that 
they called him the righteous one, the just one. It is said that he had knees 
like a camel. He spent so much time on his knees before God that his 
knees were calloused and hard like the knees of a camel. He has a leading 
position here because he is going to be the last speaker.  

• God Chose Gentiles for His Name’s Sake 

In verses 13–14, James begins with, “Brothers, listen to me.” Then he 
says, “Simeon…” referring to Peter. We know he is called Simon, but 
Simeon goes back to the root of his Jewish name. See what James is 
doing. He is appealing to the Jewishness of Peter. He is reminding them 
that Peter is a Jew, a Jewish Christian. James says, “Simeon has related 
how God first visited the Gentiles [Cornelius and his household], to take 
from them a people for His name.”  



We do not see this in English, but in the Greek and Hebrew language, this 
word for ‘people’ is the same word that is used to talk about Israel in the 
Old Testament. James takes a term that the Jewish people use to refer to 
themselves as the people of God and says that the reason God chose Peter 
to talk to the Gentiles is because God was choosing from them so that they 
would be His people too, for His glory. Just as Israel knew that God chose 
them out of all of the nations of the earth for His name’s sake, James is 
saying that is the same thing God is doing with Gentiles. That is why He is 
bringing Gentiles into the Church. It is for His name’s sake, for His glory. 
That is why you have heard me say many times that we do not believe our 
salvation is man-centered; we believe our salvation is God-centered. We 
believe our salvation is to the praise of the glory of God’s grace. Ephesians 
1 tells us that the work of the Father, the work of the Son, and the work of 
the Holy Spirit is to the praise of the glory of God’s grace. Amen! You and I 
are God’s people because He has chosen to save us so that we would bring 
glory to Him.  

So James is agreeing with Peter. But the reason I love James is because he 
is kind of like us Baptists, you have to base what you believe on the Word. 
He says is verse 15, “And with this [the things they were just talking 
about] the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written…” But when he 
quotes the prophets he doesn’t quote many, he just quotes Amos. It comes 
from the 9th chapter of Amos at the end of the book. Amos was from the 
south. He was not a prophet or a son of a prophet; he was just a farmer 
who got a call. He went up to the north and preached this terrible message 
of judgment to the Northern Kingdom. But in the end of the judgment, 
there is a sliver of hope, but it’s a big hope, and this is what James quotes. 
“After this I will return [meaning after He judges this nation, after the 
nation of Israel goes through judgment] and I will rebuild the tent of David 
that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, that the remnant 
of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my 
name, says the Lord, who makes these things known from of old.”  

 



GOD REBUILT HIS PEOPLE SO THAT                                                         
GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY                                                                         

HIS NAME WOULD SEEK THE LORD 

I have taken that and condensed this to the second point of this passage. 
God rebuilt His people so that Gentiles who are called by His name would 
seek the Lord. If you study eschatology, if you have a view of end times 
and Israel, please hear me say this. James says this Scripture agrees with 
what Peter experienced, and it is that God has rebuilt His people [but His 
people are not Israel, His people are the Church], so that Gentiles may 
seek the Lord. Tell me you see this. They are a nation that rebelled, blew 
it, bellyached, complained, and never kept their side of the covenant that 
God made with them at Sinai, so God judged them. But from that ruin, 
from those ashes, He made a promise to rebuild His tent. If we were in 
Amos’ day, we would believe that is the nation of Israel. When we get to 
the New Testament, we understand it is not the nation of Israel as a 
physical people; it is the Church as a spiritual people.  

Why did God build a church from ruins? Why did God rebuild a church from 
sinners? It is because He had a plan, not just for us, He had a plan for all 
Gentile nations. We are part of that plan. It is why your life has been like 
your life has been. Do you remember when you were in the salvage yard? 
Do you remember when you blew it? Do you remember when that disaster 
hit? Do you remember those sinful choices you made? Do you remember 
the consequences of those choices? Do you remember how you faced the 
consequences of the choice of someone else who was close to you? Look 
at you now. You are being rebuilt. God is transforming you from a sinner to 
a saint. You are no long an un-drivable Miata in a salvage yard. You are 
just like that red sports car sitting in the parking lot of a downtown building 
in Hardin that caught my attention. Your changed life is being used by God 
to catch the attention of others. It is not so that they would know you; it is 
so they would know Him, and in knowing Him, their life would be changed. 
Please tell me you understand this. Please do not keep hiding from your 
past. Please do not let Satan put a junk title on you! Understand that yes, 
you have got a past, but because you have been made right with God, God 
is now using you to accomplish His plan, not just His plan for you but His 
plan for the world. What a God! Amen!  



 GOD WANTED CLEANSED GENTILES                                                                                
TO LIVE CLEAN LIVES BECAUSE OF                                                                                  

THE JEWS LIVING IN THEIR COMMUNITIES 

James goes on in verse 19, “Therefore my judgment is that we should not 
trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God…” Scholars question whether 
or not this is the way it should have been because neither James nor Peter 
ever say, pointblank, that circumcision is not necessary. But you cannot 
read this without understanding that this is saying circumcision is not 
necessary. Works of the law are not necessary. There are no ordinances of 
the Church that we add to faith. When James says let’s not trouble the 
Gentiles, he is talking about not putting circumcision on them or the law on 
them because they knew they [Jews] were not saved by those things, so 
why would they put it on the Gentiles and test God? So James says let’s tell 
the Gentiles that they are not made right with God based on anything but 
faith, but once they come to faith there are some things that do not need 
to be in their lives as a Gentile Christian. Then James said let’s write to 
them and encourage them to abstain from these four things. 

1. Things polluted by idols 
2. Sexual immorality 
3. What has been strangled 
4. Blood  

That sounds kind of strange, right? The next verse begins with “For...” 
That word, “for,” is telling us they are going to ask the Gentiles to abstain 
from these four things because of this next thing, which is “from ancient 
generations [meaning a long, long, long time ago, starting years and years 
ago, centuries ago] Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, 
for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.”  

• Abstain from meat offered to idols 

I want you to see this. God called Israel to be His people. He gave them a 
conditional covenant in Exodus 19 based on them keeping the law. They 
did not keep the law and because they did not keep the law, He judged 
them many times. When He would judge them, He would bring armies into 
the land and He would scatter them all over the world. So at the time of 



this council, we have Jewish people who are living all over the world, and 
in every city there is a synagogue, and on every Saturday Moses is 
preached in these cities. I am not talking about cities in Israel. I am talking 
about cities in Gentile nations where there are pockets of Jews who have a 
synagogue, and every Saturday they preach the Law of Moses. Because of 
those Jews living in Gentile nations, James is saying…We want to say to all 
the Gentiles who have been cleansed that we don’t need you doing these 
things, and the reason we don’t want you doing them is because you have 
a responsibility to those Jews who live in those cities.  
This is my third point. God wanted cleansed Gentiles to live clean lives 
because of the Jews living in their communities. Let that sink in. God did 
not save these Gentiles so that the Gentiles’ lives would be about them and 
celebrate a Gentile life. He wanted them to celebrate eternal life, being 
made right with Him, in a way that influenced Jewish people who have 
been raised under the Law of Moses their whole lives. God does not give 
Christians the right to live their lives the way they want to live, on 
anything! We live our lives in a way that reveals to those around us that 
we have been cleansed, and because we have been cleansed, we 
recognize there are people around us who have some beliefs about some 
things and it’s a hardcore belief based on how they have been raised.  

So James is recognizing that the Jews took the message to the Gentiles, 
but now that the Gentiles are saved God wants to use their lives to reach 
unbelieving Jews. And in order for them to have an influence with 
unbelieving Jews, they have to stay away from those four things. The first 
one was to not eat meat offered to idols. If you are a Gentile who goes to 
church and you go into the marketplace, and a Jewish unbeliever sees you 
go to that spot where everybody knows that meat was offered to an idol, 
they will think you are a pagan. Do not do it. It is like saying you have to 
be a vegetarian. But in those cultures, when you brought a meat sacrifice 
to your false god, the pagan priest gave you part of it back, took his part, 
and the part he could not eat, he sold to the marketplace. So when you 
went into the marketplace, you are recognizing that behind that meat in 
the marketplace is a strong core belief that there is another god. James is 
saying stay away from that.  



Now, we know Paul is going argue in a later letter that there really is not 
an idol, but the whole point was that Paul saying he would not eat meat, 
nor drink wine if it offends his brother. God help us in the Church if we are 
doing things that might cause unbelievers to turn away from the gospel 
and us use our Christian liberty as the basis for doing it! James is putting a 
responsibility on us who are Gentiles. We are Gentiles, and he says there 
are some things we cannot and should not be doing because God still 
wants to use us as the Gentile in the Church to influence Jews who do not 
know Christ. Yes, we want God to save Jews, but do you know how God is 
going to save Jews? He is going to save Jews the same way He saves 
Gentiles and that is somebody has to tell them about Jesus. Somebody has 
to have an influence with them. Somebody has to so live a changed life 
that they see the rebuilt life and it gives them hope that if God can do that 
for us He can do that for them, amen! That is true evangelism.  

• Abstain from sexual immorality 

The second thing James says to abstain from is sexual immorality. It is 
pretty clear in the Old Testament that there is only one type of sex that is 
holy, and that is sex between a husband and wife, sex in the covenant 
relationship. Any other type of sex is immoral. It is pornographic. It is 
wrong. Gentiles had all kinds of weird sex patterns. Here we have these 
Gentiles who have just come to Christ and they are going to go back into 
the community, and James says they need to remind them to only have 
sex with their wives, or their husbands. As we read through these, you will 
see this is going to be based on the Old Testament book of Leviticus. In 
Leviticus chapters 16, 17, and 18, God lays down some things that He did 
not want His people partaking of in the Gentile nations because His people 
were a clean people and He did not want them to be unclean. In chapter 
17, God basically says do not have sex with a relative…as far back as you 
can go, do not do it! He says do not have sex with another man’s wife. Do 
not do it! If you are a man, do not have sex with a man like you would 
have sex with a wife. Do not do it! That applies to women also. Do not 
have sex with a woman like you would with your husband. Do not do it! Do 
not even be playing with that lifestyle. Then God says do not have sex with 
an animal, and that is the verse that follows the prohibition against 



homosexual sex. Moses said it is an abomination. It is depravity. Do not do 
it!  

• Do not eat anything that has been strangled (not drained of 
blood) 

• Do not eat or drink blood 

Celisa and I were in Scotland several years ago, and it is on the menu, 
Christian people serving blood. The Bible is clear…blood was not given for 
food or drink. It was given to make atonement on the altar for your soul. 
Do not do it!  

I hope you see this. Jewish people living in a Gentile community with 
unclean Gentiles all around them, and these Gentiles start claiming to 
follow the Jewish Messiah and start becoming part of the Church. Now, 
those Jews are going to start seeing those Gentiles live clean lives and the 
only thing that is going to reveal what cleaned up their lives is the gospel, 
so these Gentiles become a witness to Jews. That is what God wants your 
life to do, not to be about you, not to be about me, but to be a witness. 
Let’s stop with this statement. As long as lost people see us doing what 
they think is wrong, they will never be influenced by our lives. Never. It is 
the purpose of our lives to point lost people to Jesus. If our heart has been 
cleansed by faith, let’s make sure our cleansed heart is leading us to 
cleanse every other part of our lives as a response to what God has done 
for us in Jesus Christ.  

That red car belongs to a staff member, Sandi King. Sandi was in the office 
and when I started talking about her car, it liked to have killed her. She 
said, “Bro Ricky, I hardly drive that car anywhere. I only drove it today 
because I knew you wouldn’t be here, I knew the staff wouldn’t be here, 
and I knew the school wouldn’t be here.” She began to tell me about that 
car because she thought I believed she was driving a brand new Miata, and 
I kind of have an idea of what the retail value of a car like that might be, 
but she wanted to make sure I knew she did not spend that kind of money 
on a car! It had a salvaged title, it was un-drivable, and somebody took it 
and made it drivable. And because it has a salvaged title, she could afford 
it. I said, “Sandi, none of that matters! Your car makes me want to trade 



my pickup in right now for a car like that, it’s so shiny!” But here is what 
most of us know who do not know Christ. We do not think we could ever 
be like you because you have it together. So from time to time, God just 
might give you the opportunity to really be honest with somebody and say, 
“My life hasn’t always been like this. There was a time when I was 
dominated by sin and I lived my life for my own glory. I did what I wanted 
to do, but then I met this guy named Jesus, and He changed my life!” But 
here is where I disagree with Sandi…I want her to drive that car. I want 
her to be proud she owns that car. And I want you to be proud of who you 
are. I do not want you to listen to Satan whisper in your ear that you are 
junk. I do not want you to keep listening to whatever that disaster was you 
went through that you feel like ruined your life. No. I want you to let God 
live His life through you so that others can see what God can do with junk, 
amen! He does not leave junk, junk. He makes it priceless, and your 
priceless life is going to give hope to someone else.  

 


