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I want you to imagine with me that this morning you didn't come to church 
but instead you came to temple, and it's not today it's actually 30 AD, so 
we're going back in time. You are a little boy or a little girl and you actually 
had a sleepover. You and your family are Gentiles, you’re Romans, and you 
are spending all night with one of your friends and your friend happens to 
be of the Hebrew people. On Saturday mornings, you usually hang out with 
Dad and eat some bacon, and then maybe you go to the Colosseum and 
watch the gladiators fight. But this Saturday, you're with your buddy, who's 
Jewish, and today is the day they call the Sabbath, so they go to temple. 
You are very curious because you've heard your friend talk about this so 
you go to temple with your friend and his family. As you go up to this 
Temple Mount, you notice it is a big place and there's a lot of people 
coming to this temple, and there are different spots on which you can 
either enter or not enter.  

The first place you see is this Courtyard of the Gentiles, and you realize 
that nobody has really called you a Gentile lately but that is just who you 
are. You're able to go in with the family and you see a lot of people 
praying and doing things, and you are feeling that they're in the presence 



of God, near God. Then, you get to this place where you're told you can't 
go any further because this is the place only Jews can go. So your friend 
stays out there with you and you see the rest of family go through to a 
courtyard, and you're told that is the Court of the Women. His dad actually 
gets to go through there into this other courtyard that's only for Jewish 
males who are ceremonially clean and you see that the dad is bringing in 
this little lamb. So you ask what exactly is the lamb for and why they 
brought the lamb to the temple. Your friend says it’s going to be killed 
because of the sin we've committed this week. Well, that’s kind of normal 
to you––I mean you're a Roman, so that's fine you know what's going on.  

As there's the day transpires and you're all coming back, the family is back 
together, and you're going out of the temple you ask the dad, “What is the 
big building there?” He says, “That’s the temple.” And you say, “What 
exactly is the temple?” He says, “That's the house of God. That's where 
God dwells.” And you say, “Can we go in there?” Of course, he's almost 
taken aback, “Of course you cannot! You are a Gentile, for one. Only the 
priest can go into the temple, only the sons of Aaron, these special people, 
they are the only ones that go in there. When you get in there, there are 
places that even the priest can't go, like the Holy of Holies. There's a veil 
that says God dwells in the Holy of Holies, this big curtain that says you 
can't get in there. Only one guy, the high priest, gets to go on there one 
time of year on the Day of Atonement to make atonement for the sins of 
the people. That’s where God dwells, that's His house, that's the temple.” 
You can see in the dad's eyes that he lights up when he talks about the 
temple.  

As you're hearing the dad tell you these things, you can hear a little bit of a 
ruckus, and there's this guy who says something that captures your 
imagination. He says, “Tear this down and in three days, I'll rebuild it.” 
You're a kid, but you're say, “Wow, this is a big place, how in the world 
would you rebuild all of this?” And your friend's dad comes unglued he's so 
angry, “Can you believe a guy that would disrespect the house of the Lord 
like that?” You all gathered up and you walk back home, and you're 
thinking about all this imagery––There's a temple where God dwells. 
There's a priest who can go near God, there’s a lamb that is sacrificed and 



worshiped to God, and there's just crazy guy that says he's going to tear 
the whole thing down and raise up in three days! And so you go back 
home and some years pass by. Thirty years later, you're living in Galatia, 
and all the sudden you hear the news of the gospel, and the news of the 
gospel is that there's a man named Jesus Christ who died and rose again, 
and if you believe in Him, you'll have your sins forgiven and live forever 
with God…and you believe. You repent and believe, and as you begin to 
study Jesus and think about Jesus, you realize He's that guy who spoke 
those words to the temple and He was talking about His own body, that He 
is a new temple.  

So now, you're a new believer. You've got all this imagery of the temple as 
the place God dwells now––it's Jesus, that's where God dwells. You are 
now living outside of Jerusalem, you're sort of scattered out, and you're 
meeting house to house with other believers like you. All of a sudden, you 
get a letter from Peter. So you're gathered around you're anxious to hear 
this letter from one of the apostles, one of the disciples, one of the 
followers of Jesus, and someone begins to read the letter and you get to 
the part where we're going to read in just a moment. And you begin to 
hear Peter say a crazy thing––that you now, as a Gentile living in exile in 
Galatia, the new temple of God. You are the place that God dwells, and not 
only that, but you're also the new priest of God. You're the one who gets 
to draw near, but not only that, you're also the sacrifice. You are the one 
who is the worshiper of God.  

This morning, we are going to see that we are the new temple, priest, and 
sacrifice, who worship God with our lives. So as we read this text in 1st 
Peter chapter 2, I want you to feel the weight of…what if I got this letter 
and I'm living in Galatia in 60 AD, some thirty years after the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus. What if I hear this like that, where that Old 
Testament imagery, that temple imagery is vivid in my mind because I 
experienced it, and now what's true of it is true of me. So I want us to 
think about and hear it in those terms. We are going to read Verses 4 
through 8. Here's what Peter writes to these chosen exiles.  

 



Scripture  

“As you come to Him, a living stone rejected by men but in the 
sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living 
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion 
a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes 
in Him will not be put to shame.’ So the honor is for you who 
believe, but for those who do not believe, ‘The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone,’ and ‘A stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offense.’ They stumble because they 
disobey the Word, as they were destined to do.” 

The first thing Peter notes in verse 4 is Jesus is the living stone. And notice 
what it says, “As you come to Him, a living stone rejected by men but in 
the sight of God chosen and precious.” Think about that statement “as you 
come to Him.” That sounds very personal. He is writing to these scattered 
out Christians in the modern turkey area, where Galatia and all those 
churches are, and he's saying, you yourselves, as you come to Him. Now 
think about the difference there. Used to, the people of God came to a 
temple, they came to a place to experience God; now we come to a 
person––we come to the Lord Jesus Christ. That reminds us that our 
religion is not about a sacred place, it's not about a duty, it's not about 
going somewhere, doing something, and then going home; it is about 
coming to the person of Jesus Christ…”As you come to Him.” See, the 
gospel is about our personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Do you 
have a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ? Have you come to Him? Not 
to a system, not your religion, not to what your parents believe, not to 
what grandma believes, not to a church, not to a class, have you come to 
Him, the Lord Jesus Christ?  

Now, who exactly is Jesus? Peter tells us he is a living stone. So we have 
that imagery of stone, and we're going to get into it, it's going to be 
representation of the temple. They used to come to a temple, now they're 
coming to Jesus, this stone, but He's not just a stone; He's a living stone. 
He's not a building, He's not a place; He is a person, He is vibrant, He is 



the God of the universe. He is a living stone, and we're going to see that 
living stone language in Peter as he quotes a bunch of Old Testament 
verses calling Jesus the cornerstone. Now, the cornerstone is really 
important because if you're building a building or a house, the corner block 
is really important. If the corner block is not level or if it is out of sorts, 
then the entire house is going to be unlevel and out of sorts. You have to 
lay that first block, that cornerstone perfectly, and then everything is 
measured off of it. So the imagery here is when it comes to this new 
temple, the church of the Lord Jesus, He is the cornerstone. He is the most 
important, He is the plumb line; He is the righteous one whom the whole 
other structure is built off of. Jesus is the cornerstone of the church, and 
He should also be the cornerstone of your life. He should be the one that 
you're building your life off of––everything you do is measured off of Him 
to make sure you're doing it correctly and rightly––He is the very center of 
your life.  

But notice that this living stone, who is Jesus, was rejected by men. We 
see that all throughout the gospels. In the gospels, Jesus was rejected 
over and over again. The religious leaders who are all about the temple, 
when they see Jesus they reject Him. They don't understand that He is this 
new temple that is coming to build a new thing called the church, so they 
reject Him, they don’t love Jesus, and they get Him crucified. So men reject 
Him, but in God's sight, He is chosen and precious. In other words, what 
the world sees as a nobody, Jesus sees as somebody. What the world 
looks at with detest, Jesus sees as precious and chosen, and holy and 
good. Isn't that sort of the way it's still works today? I mean a lot of the 
things that men reject, a lot of things that culture or the world rejects as 
nobody, Jesus sees as somebody. The Lord, it's precious in His sight. So 
God doesn't always see how we see. What we think is precious, God 
doesn't always see as precious. What we think is useless, God often sees 
as precious. Here, the very Son of God, rejected by men, is precious in the 
sight of God.  

Now, Peter is going to link us to Jesus, and we're going to see that 
believers are the true living tabernacle, the true living temple. Notice what 
he says in verse 5, there's going to be a linking of Jesus as a living stone, 



and now we're going to be like living stones. Verse 5 says, “…you 
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house…” So, 
Jesus is the living stone, which is that cornerstone, that most important 
stone everything else is built on. Now Peter is telling the elect exiles, the 
people who are scattered out, you are like living stones. He's linking us in a 
real way to Jesus. Jesus is the most important, Jesus is the cornerstone of 
this new building called the church, but you, dear believer, are part of this 
new temple, this new structure. You are not a dead stone; you are also like 
a living stone as you take your place in God's new house, this new house 
for the Lord.  

Now, when you think about this language of Jesus as the living stone and 
we are like living stones, notice who is telling us this? It's the Apostle 
Peter, and Peter would have had language like this, even from the Lord 
Jesus. If you think back to Matthew chapter 16, we can think about that 
dialogue with Jesus and Peter. Jesus is with the disciples and He asks them 
the question, who does everybody say I am? They tell Him some say you’re 
John the Baptist, others say you're a prophet…and then Jesus asks, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Peter responds, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who 
is in Heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church.” So in this setting, Jesus is telling Peter you've just confessed that 
I am the Messiah, I am the Christ the Son of God, and what you don't 
know yet is I'm here for a whole building. I'm here to build something new 
and it's called the church. I'm going to build it and you're going to get to 
see it.  

Now, if you were to read this in the Hebrew language that it was written, 
you would pick up on that word play on “Peter” and “rock.” It says you are 
Peter, which is Petros in the Greek, and on this rock, Petra, I will build my 
church. It's a little word play. Jesus gives Peter a nickname that means 
rock or pebble. And now in this moment where Peter recognized Jesus as 
the Son of God, Jesus says…Hey Peter, hey rock, hey pebble; on this rock, 
I'm going to build my church, on this rock, on a bigger rock, on a mountain 
of rocks. This could be taking a few different ways. So if you came from 



maybe a Catholic background, you would take that to say Peter is the rock, 
he's the pope, in other words, on the pope’s authority we build the whole 
church. I don't think that's what Jesus is saying because Peter, in this 
letter, would have said Jesus is the living rock and now I'm the living rock 
and all of you are built off me…but he doesn't say that in 1st Peter. No, he 
says now you guys are the living stones on Jesus who is the cornerstone; 
He is the rock, not Peter.  

So what could Jesus be meaning here? Well, a there are a couple of 
interpretations. Number one is on this rock could mean on Peter’s 
confession, that confession being that Jesus is the Christ. In other words, 
on that confession He is going to build His church. Or, it could mean on 
Peter as an apostle along with the other apostles, as they go and share the 
gospel (which actually comes true in the book of Acts) they are going to 
begin building His church. In other words, through Peter and the other 
apostles, and the believers, Jesus is going to build His church. The imagery 
is that Jesus is building a church and this idea of rock language, or stones, 
comes into 1st Peter and he remind us Jesus is the living stone, He's the 
cornerstone, the most important of this whole thing. You and me, including 
Peter, including the elect exiles, including us as Americans today in 2023, 
we are like living stones. We take our part in this building project. We are 
the new house of God, the new temple. So if you're that kid who went to 
temple, what is the temple? It's the place where God dwells, and now you 
are the new place God dwells! You don't have to go to Jerusalem and walk 
through a bunch of courts to get to the place where God is; you, scattered 
out believer, are the place of God. You are a living stone, part of this new 
temple where God dwells. So, what does it mean for us, church? We are 
the new temple of God. We are the place where God dwells. Now 
collectively, we manifested even more so, but also individually as believers, 
we're like living stones where God has put His presence within us.  

If you think about the presence of God throughout Scripture, you find that 
it was most vivid in Eden. God dwelt with His people and they dwelt with 
Him in perfect fellowship. Everything was good and then we sinned. Well 
then, how does a holy God dwell with a holy people? He starts out with a 
tabernacle, a tent, where I'm going to get in this tent and I'm going to be 



with you and you're going to be with me, but we're still going to be 
separated because if you come to me you will die. So this presence of God 
moves around with the people of Israel, and then eventually the tabernacle 
becomes the temple. There is a permanent place where God's presence 
dwells. He’s with His people, His people are with Him, but it's not perfect. 
You can't go into the presence of God; you can just get close to the 
building that He's in. But then, we see Jesus comes and says that temple is 
no longer where God dwells; I am the new tabernacle of God, I am the 
place that God dwells. So now, God dwells with His people without 
separation, because of what He did on the cross. On the cross when He 
dies, the veil in the temple is ripped. The thing that stood against us for 
the presence of God is now done away with; we get to go into the 
presence of God. Then when Jesus ascended into Heaven, He sent His Holy 
Spirit to His believers so that the place where God dwells today is not in 
the temple, it's in the church. And the church is not this building; the 
church is you and me. We are living stones. God's new building is biology. 
He builds with biology, He builds with you, and He builds with me; we are 
the dwelling place of God. That means everywhere we go we should be 
carrying the presence of God with us. When we bump into people, people 
should be seeing who God is. 

 Now notice this language of being built up. Peter gives these two images. 
The first is as you come, and the second is you're being built up. “As you 
come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen 
and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house.” As you come to Jesus, you are being built up in Jesus. In 
other words, if you're living stone, how do you become that place where 
God dwells and more fully dwells? You do it by continually coming to the 
Lord Jesus. As you come to Jesus, as you pursue Jesus, as you love and 
seek Jesus, you are being built up more and more into that spiritual house 
where His presence dwells. I love what Wayne Grudem, the Greek scholar, 
says about this this language. He says, “There is encouragement in these 
verses, then, in this sense: ‘As you (keep on) coming to Christ (in worship, 
in prayer, and praise), you are (continually) being built up into a spiritual 
temple, a place in which God more and more fully dwells.’” It's not just as 
you come to Him once, it's a continually coming and seeking the Lord, and 



as you come then, you are continually being built up and growing, so the 
Lord doesn't just dwell in you He dwells more and more in your life. See, 
we are temples, but we're organic temples, we're not dead temples, we're 
living temples. We should be growing temples. How do we grow? We 
pursue the Lord. As we pursue the Lord, He dwells more and more in us. 
In other words, the more we pursue Him the more we will love Him and 
want to be like Him.  

I've noticed just this last week that my sons have played more basketball 
than they did even during basketball season. Do you know why that is? Its 
because all day long in our house the TV is going and March Madness is 
on. My boys are surrounded by games playing. They will watch a bit and 
then they will run outside and play basketball. They come in tired of 
basketball, but then they watch basketball, and then they go back out and 
play more basketball. Because do you know what I've noticed? You 
become what you love. So as my boys continue to see and pursue this 
watching of basketball then they become more and more basketball 
players. The same works with our relationship with Christ. The more we 
pursue Him, and see Him and look at Him and worship Him and read about 
Him and fellowship with Him, do you know what we'll do? We will love Him 
more and become like Him more. See, what you love you become. Peter is 
saying you're a temple, pursue Jesus––and as you pursue Jesus, you're 
going to grow as that temple. You're going to grow in that place where 
God's Spirit dwells.  

Not only are we the new temple, we are also the new priest. Notice what 
Peter says, “…being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood.” 
Now again, you have to imagine you're that kid who went to temple with 
your friend and you remember what a priest is. They are the sons of 
Aaron; they are the privileged people who get to go places you can't go. 
They get to go into the temple, into the presence of God. The priests are 
the ones who draw near to God. Peter is saying you are now part of the 
priesthood of God, this new priesthood. In this new priesthood, every 
single believer has the privilege to draw near to God. There's nothing 
separating us anymore because we draw near to God through Jesus Christ, 
through a veil that has ripped. We get the privilege, the opportunity, and 



excitement to draw near to God. The temple imagery is we are the place 
where God dwells, but the priesthood imagery is we are the people who 
get to draw near to God. That's the beautiful doctrine of the priesthood of 
the believer. You don't have to go through a guy to get to God. You don't 
have to go through a priest to get to God anymore; you're a priest 
yourself. You can go right into the presence of God. You can continually 
draw near to the Lord Jesus. You only need Jesus and nobody else to get 
to God. That's good news.  

So I ask you, if you have that privilege as a new priest before God who 
gets to go into the presence of God, are you taking advantage of your 
privilege? Are you continually seeking the presence of God? Are you 
continually spending time with the Lord because you can walk right into His 
presence without fear and only feel His love and acceptance? Are you 
doing that, or are you neglecting that? See, sometimes we have privilege 
and we forget it. We neglect it like it's no big deal…Yeah, I have full access 
to the God of the universe…that's no big deal. Just think about that. You 
have full access to the God of the universe…but it’s like well, there's also 
SportsCenter. Really? I like SportsCenter, but it's nothing compared to 
spending time with the God of the universe! You have access to Him, are 
you seeking that or neglecting that? If you're neglecting it, maybe this 
week you will be spurred to believe you are one of the new priests––I get 
to go right through the veil into the presence of God. I'm going to start 
doing that more because that is a good privilege. I don't want to neglect. I 
want to savor it and love it.  

Not only are you the new priest, but believers are also the new sacrifices. 
This is kind of strange! It says, “…to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” So, what do we do as 
these new priests who get to draw near to God, in the presence of God? 
Now we get to make spiritual sacrifices before God that are pleasing to 
God. Now again, go back to that kid who got to go to temple one day with 
your friends. What is a sacrifice? It's that lamb that the dad led to the 
slaughter. He gave it to the priest and the priest sacrificed it on the altar, 
and you asked why. They said this is worship––we sinned and this lamb 
dies in our place for our sins so that we can be made right with God. This 



is part of our worship to the Lord. We make sacrifices so that it can be 
acceptable to God and we can be acceptable to God. So you know what a 
sacrifice is, you've seen it, you heard it cry out in death. And now, Peter is 
saying you're not just a temple, you're not just a priest, you are this new 
spiritual sacrifice. You get to offer a spiritual sacrifice. Well, what is the 
sacrifice? If there's not a lamb, if there's not a bull, if there's not a goat, 
then where is the sacrifice? What is the sacrifice? Well, the answer is it's 
you and it’s me. We are not only the temple and the priest, but we 
ourselves are the new living sacrifices who get to give our lives and our 
bodies to King Jesus in service to Him. In other words, as a temple we’re 
the place He dwells, as the priest we’re the ones who draw near, as living 
sacrifices, we are the ones who worship Him. What does worship look like 
now? It's not taking a lamb and killing it; it's bringing your life and saying 
Jesus I'm now going to live for you. My life is no more. I'm now a living 
sacrifice to you, and that is beautiful and pleasing and acceptable to the 
Lord.  

We are not just a temple, we're not just priests, we're also the sacrifice, 
and we are offering up spiritual sacrifices. I think for one, it's your body, 
and also it's the things you do in your body. Those are spiritual sacrifices 
before the Lord. It's not just that it's non-physical; it's that it's animated 
with the Holy Spirit. It's Holy Spirit actions that we do and attitudes that 
we have before the Lord that are spiritual worship to Him. I'll just give you 
a few places in Scripture where we see that idea of a spiritual sacrifice. In 
Romans chapter 12, Paul says, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” That's a great 
companion to the verse we are looking at. Peter says, you're the new 
temple, new priest, and you're offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God, and Paul gives us a little bit of a clue on what exactly that means.  

For one, it is your body. Based on what God has done for you in Christ, 
your response is, God my body belongs to you. But notice, you're a living 
sacrifice––not that you come to an altar and die, but that you come to 
Jesus and you walk and live for Him. You're a living sacrifice; your very 
body lived for King Jesus. That is your spiritual worship.  



Worship is singing but it's not just singing; it is a whole body response to 
what Christ has done for you. You now live for Christ and that is spiritual 
worship. That's how we worship the Lord as His sacrifices.  

Notice that Paul is going to tell the Philippians it can also be giving. The act 
of giving money can be a spiritual sacrifice. Philippians 4:18 says, “I have 
received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable 
and pleasing to God.” That is same language Peter uses. As priests and as 
temple, you're supposed to be giving spiritual sacrifices; it can include your 
whole body, live for God; it can also include things you do in your body for 
the Lord, even something is unspiritual is giving money to a cause. That 
can be a spiritual sacrifice. We emailed the update about Josh and Stacey 
Lee in Malawi and all the flooding that's happening. Some of you saw that 
link to give and you said yes I'm going to give. Do you know what that 
was? It wasn't just giving a few dollars; it was a spiritual act of worship. It 
was a sacrifice, and I have a feeling God just smelled that it was pleasing 
to Him. It was an aroma that filled His nostrils and brought joy to His heart 
because His people responded to a need.  

It can be something that we don't think about as very spiritual, but it is 
actually a spiritual sacrifice. In Hebrews 13:15, it says, “Through Him then 
let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that acknowledge His name.” A sacrifice of praise…could your worship 
earlier this morning be identified as a sacrifice of praise? In other words, 
you gave it all. You didn't leave anything behind. You came in here and the 
fruit of your lips was praising His name. You said I'm giving my life, not to 
die but to live for you. That was how you worshiped the God of the 
universe. It was actually a sacrifice, spiritually, that was acceptable to Him 
because of how you worshiped. For some of us, that didn't explain our 
worship, did it? No, we just came in here with conversation as a transition 
to getting to the sermon in a few minutes. We kind of get through worship, 
then we get to the Word, and then we'll get on with our lives. See, worship 
is this where we come in as not just temples, not just priests, but it's 
sacrifices, and we come in and we sacrifice our praise to the Lord to make 
much of Him. Paul goes on to say, “Do not neglect to do good and to share 



what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” So again, just 
doing good, sharing, and living out the gospel are sacrifices that are 
pleasing to God. Notice all the language in the sacrifice and pleasing to 
God.  

That's what Peter is telling us––you're not just a temple where God dwells, 
you're not just a priest that you get to draw near to God, but you're also 
the sacrifice, you are the worshiper. You are the one who gets to worship 
God, not as a dead sacrifice, but as a living sacrifice, as a spiritual sacrifice. 
You get to worship the Lord. Then, notice this little phrase at the end of 
verse 5 of 1st Peter chapter 2, “…through Jesus Christ.” That's really 
important, “through Jesus Christ.” We are priests and we are sacrifices only 
through Jesus Christ. In other words, you can't have an acceptable offering 
of your life apart from being through Jesus Christ. This isn't try to do some 
good, try to give some money, try to sing a good song, try to read your 
Bible, try to go to church try, and in all that goodness, maybe God will 
accept it as a sacrifice like a lamb dying on an altar. Just try really hard and 
maybe God will accept you. That is not how Peter is presenting this. No, 
he's saying you are offering a sacrifice, a spiritual sacrifice, that's 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. In other words, it's only the things 
we do in the gospel and through the gospel that will ever be acceptable to 
God. There's no goodness we can offer God that is acceptable. It is only 
Jesus Christ, His death, burial, and resurrection that our ‘good,’ our works, 
our thoughts, our motives can be acceptable to Him. See, it's not be a 
good sacrifice and God will accept you; instead, God has accepted you in 
Christ, now go live as a sacrifice. Do you see the difference there? That's a 
big difference. God has accepted you through Christ. You are the temple, 
you are the priest, you are the sacrifices, now go and be a sacrifice 
because He has accepted you in Christ already. We get to go live, living out 
the gospel.  

Then, Peter is going to call our attention to belief and unbelief, and he's 
going to use some Old Testament passages. He's going to quote three 
different passages. He's going to get us to make sure that we believe 
rather than disbelief. Verse 6 says, “For it stands in Scripture: ‘Behold, I am 
laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever 



believes in him will not be put to shame.”’ So again, that language of the 
stone and Jesus being the cornerstone, and the language comes from 
Isaiah 28:16. It says the one who believes will not be put to shame. So if 
you're a believer, you will not be put to shame because you came to Jesus, 
the cornerstone. If you're not a believer, you will be put to shame. Then 
verse 7 says, “So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do 
not believe, ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone…”’ Now honor is for those who believe, and then dishonor is 
for those who don't believe. That's a quote from Psalms. Verse 8 says, 
“…and ‘A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.’ They stumble because 
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.” That is another quote 
from Isaiah chapter 8.  

So we have these quotations from Isaiah and the Psalms. Isaiah was a 
prophet during that period where the Kingdom of Israel has fallen. They 
are not doing well. They're supposed to be this kingdom, this house of 
God, where everything's going to be great. But Isaiah is basically saying to 
them you're not doing well as the house of God because you continually 
rebel against God, but… So there's judgment that they weren’t doing what 
they should and they would pay for that, but…there's also hope. The 
prophets are always preaching judgment and hope. Here is the hope from 
God––even though you're not being a good house for me, I'm going to lay 
a cornerstone. I'm going to build a new house. There's hope. There's 
something new coming, but the only way to be part of this new house is to 
take your place on the cornerstone. That comes through belief––by 
believing in the cornerstone, by believing in Christ who is the living stone. 
That's code language for believing in the gospel, which is Christ is the 
Messiah, He's the Son of God, He died for you and rose again for you, and 
if you repent and believe, you will take your place on that structure, which 
is the new church. Or, if you continue to not believe, then he says you will 
stumble as you were destined to do.  

Notice why they stumbled. They stumbled because they disobeyed the 
Word. It doesn't say they stumbled because they didn't believe; they 
stumbled because they disobeyed the Word. So we have this connection 
with belief and obedience. And what we see is that belief is what fuels 



obedience. I you are obeying the Scripture, if you're obeying Christ, do you 
know why that is? It’s because you believe in Him. You trust Him, you have 
come to Him, you've believed in the Lord, and now that belief is fueling 
your obedience. If you're not believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, you will not 
obey Him and you will not obey the Scriptures. So, those who don't obey 
are ultimately those who don't believe, because obedience follows belief, 
and belief fuels obedience. So they end up stumbling as they were 
destined to do. I think that's talking about those religious leaders in Israel 
who continued to deny they needed repentance. They continued to deny 
that they need something new, and they are destined to fall. What it tells 
us is if you're on the side of unbelief and disobedience, your destiny is 
stumbling and falling, not being built up into the church that God would 
have for you.  

So, do you believe? Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of 
the new thing God is doing? Do you believe that He really died and rose 
again to start something new? That includes you becoming part of Him as 
a living stone that's built up in a place where God dwells. That includes you 
being a priest, the one who gets to draw near to God. As you draw near to 
God, it includes you being the very sacrifice, the very worshiper where 
through your life and through your deeds you get to worship God and live 
a life pleasing to Him. In other words, do you believe in the cornerstone? 
Have you taken your place on the cornerstone being built up into this thing 
we called the church? Or, do you not believe? Are you still living your life 
for yourself, building your own kingdom?  

Just imagine that it's 60 AD and your reading this letter, and you're 
thinking back to that time when you were a kid going to the temple. You're 
hearing these words…Wait, now I'm the temple? I'm the place where God 
dwells? Wait, wait, I'm the priest? I'm the one that gets to draw near to 
God? Hold on, I'm the sacrifice? I'm the one that gets to now worship God 
with my life? As you hear these words of Peter and you think about that 
temple imagery, you're asking this question, can it really be? And the 
answer is yes, it is. You are that new place and that new people who get to 
worship the Lord.  


