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Have you ever had one of those really, really good weeks? I just want to 
brag on the Lord a little bit. Celisa and I had a really, really good week. It 
started last Sunday where I got to worship with First Baptist Church in 
Mayfield. I got to share the main thing is to keep the main thing, the main 
thing. Then Sunday night we got to go to Michael and Jen’s house as a 
family to watch Super Bowl. Other than the 49’ers losing, we just had an 
awesome time. Then on Monday, Celisa and I got to drive to Nashville, TN. 
We caught a plane and we got to fly over part of the United States and 
then land in Arizona. We get in a rented car and drive to Casa Grande, 
Arizona, because the next day we were going to get to be with Eric and 
Brittany on the Tohono Oʼodham (TO) Nation Reservation of Native 
American people. So we got to Casa Grande but I didn’t have a motel 
reservation. Finally, after going to four different hotels and not finding a 
room, it came down between a motel called, The Saddle and Shoe, and a 
Super 8. We chose the Super 8 and had a great night’s stay. We got up the 
next morning and we got to visit the Sonoran Desert and the TO people, 
about five different communities, with Eric and Brittany. We had an 
awesome time and then came back to the Super 8.  



The next morning, we drove into Phoenix and got to witness the 
commissioning service of Kyle and Molly. I don't know that Celisa and I 
ever sat through a more inspirational service than that service, to hear Dr. 
Paul Chitwood as president of the IMB challenge all of us there was 
absolutely amazing. Then on Thursday, we got to go to the airport and fly 
home on a sunny day. Now, we had a good boarding position, A14 and 
A15, and Celisa wanted a window seat so I had a choice, because I'm an 
aisle guy. I really didn’t want another man sitting beside my wife on the 
plane so I had to get in the middle seat. But sitting in the middle seat, I 
got to snuggle up to her a little bit I got to look out the window for that 
two and a half hour flight. Wow! I got to see a different perspective of the 
Sonoran Desert! I got to fly over landscape that I just don’t see. I got to 
see the mighty Mississippi River from 30,000 feet after seeing no water for 
days, and then come into those hills of West Tennessee––it was glorious! 
We finally land and get in my pickup truck with Celisa driving and we went 
to E-Town.  

My week just got better…Friday I got to sit on the bench with Coach Joey 
and witness the New Covenant Christian Academy Lions win their semi-
final state basketball game, and so we advanced to the finals on Saturday! 
I don't know if you know this, but in 1948 Brewers won a state basketball 
championship…and I want you to know that Saturday afternoon when that 
game ended, all of us from Hardin, KY knew exactly how Brewers felt when 
we raised our hands in celebration because we got to witness NCCA 
winning the state basketball championship in the Christian division II. It 
was absolutely amazing! Then Saturday night, to get to drive home and get 
to open my Bible and just begin to remind myself of what I got to feast on 
all week from Genesis chapter 1…can I just say, Celisa and I had a very, 
very good week.  

This morning, we’re going to talk about somebody else’s week, not my 
week. We’re going to talk about God’s week. We’re going to talk about 
what Moses reveals in what I'm going to call the creative week, which is 
from Genesis chapter 1:2 all the way to verse 3 of chapter 2. This is not 
going to be a six or seven week series on Genesis chapter 1. We’re just 
going to get into a plane this morning and we’re going to fly over the 



landscape because Moses summarizes, highlights, creation week in just a 
little over one chapter. That’s amazing. Now, if you want a more detailed 
study of creation, Kory is going to be talking to different people from our 
church who has spent a lot of time studying this from a biblical perspective 
and a scientific perspective. He will do a podcast interview with Jeffrey 
Young, Jackson Greer, and Jimmy Slack, so you can listen to those later in 
the week. I want us to see the big picture because that’s what Moses is 
doing, giving us the big picture of creation and I hope we can agree on 
what is presented to you from the Word of God this morning.  

Scripture  

(Ch. 1:2) “The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters.” 

(V. 31) “And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it 
was very good…” 

In the beginning, God created the universe. As Kory shared last week, the 
Hebrews did not have a word for universe, but they had a word for 
heavens and a word for earth; so as the Bible opens Moses tells us that in 
the beginning, God created the universe. But he doesn’t focus on the 
actual creation of the universe; most of our story is going to focus only on 
the earth. Please hear this…in my opinion we have an earth perspective 
here. It does not cancel out God creating the universe. He did, but that’s 
not the author’s intention. When he starts talking about God’s creative 
week, and I'm going to talk about creative days, the earth was nothing like 
what it was in Moses’s day. It may surprise many of us, but when the 
creation story begins, the earth has no form, formless. It’s empty, it’s void, 
no order to it, seemingly––darkness everywhere on the face of the deep. 
But there's hope. Under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, Moses tells us 
that the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. So instead 
of having an earth as we know it, we have this watery, gaseous mass that 
has no form, and it’s empty and it’s dark––but the Spirit of God is there. 
Now, I do not believe the Spirit of God here was referring to just a spiritual 
presence of God, as in not physically there, so to speak. See, I don’t do like 



many people do, which is start in the Old Testament and then interpret my 
New Testament in light of the Old Testament. I interpret my Old 
Testament in light of the New Testament. The full Revelation of God shines 
in the New Testament, not the Old Testament. It does not mean that what 
the Old Testament talks about is not true. It’s true, but it’s types and 
shadows––the sun doesn’t break out until the person of Jesus Christ 
comes. He's the full and final Revelation of God. So if I were reading this 
as a Jew, I would just see the Spirit of God as a spiritual presence, not a 
physical presence, hovering over the earth because I believe there is one 
God. But we know that the New Testament teaches our one God is three 
persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, so I believe this verse is telling us 
that the third person of the triune Godhead is here, hovering over this 
earth that is without form and void. And that gives me, as the reader, hope 
immediately.  

Then watch this, verse 3, “And God said…” Now, you already know we’re 
going to have six creative days. And if we follow the natural order of this 
passage, each one of those days is going to begin with that phrase, “And 
God said.” On the third day, God speaks twice. On the fourth and fifth 
days, He speaks once. On the sixth day, He speaks twice again but the last 
time it doesn’t say, “And God said”; it says, “Then God said.” I want you to 
see there is going to be this pattern emerge during creation week and it’s 
important we see this. “And God said, ‘Let there be light…’” Now if we 
translated that literally from the Hebrew, God said, “Light be.” Guess what 
happened? Light was. Amen! After this, every time God speaks we’re going 
to see this little phrase, “And it was so.” When God speaks, He brings 
creation into existence, wow! But catch the magnitude of what He said, 
“Light be,” and light was.  

Now, the psalmist will write a whole song about God as Creator and they're 
going to tell us that God commanded, and it came into existence. It will 
teach that by the Word of the Lord, the universe was created. As a matter 
of fact, when we come to Hebrews chapter 11, we will learn that by faith 
we all understand that the universe was created by God out of nothing. It 
was created by the Word of God. I have to ask you this question…if we’re 
going to read this in light of the New Testament, who is the Word of God? 



It’s Jesus. John chapter 1:1–3 begins this way, “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Then John is 
going to tell us there wasn’t anything created that wasn’t created through 
the Word. That the Word was life and the life was the light of men. 
Colossians chapter 2 is going to teach us that God didn’t create anything 
without creating it through Jesus and for Jesus. So get this picture…the 
Bible says “And God said,” God is bringing about the creation on the first 
day of light through Jesus, the second person of the Godhead, because the 
Spirit of God is already there hovering over this earth that’s formless and 
empty. So we have the work of the Father, we have the work of the Son, 
and we have the work of the Holy Spirit in creation, just as the New 
Testament is going to reveal the God of redemption is the work of God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit––please note this. We get a 
glimpse into this account that Moses didn’t have but we do because we 
read our Old Testament through the lens of the New Testament because 
God fully shines the light in the New Testament.  

Get this picture. God has just created light on this earth that is dark and 
without form and it’s empty. And when God saw that He made light, He 
said it’s good, Wow! Now, the Bible doesn’t say wow, but I think God said 
WOW!  And then, “God separated the light from the darkness. God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.” Now, we’re going to see 
this pattern––God is the predominant person in the creation story, and to 
show His sovereignty as God He names what He creates, and it shows His 
dominion and sovereignty over what He creates. So He names the light 
Day, and He names the darkness that was already there Night. Then here's 
a pattern––“And there was evening and there was morning…” then the 
ESV says, “…the first day.” Hebrew scholars say this should say, “day one.” 
The Jewish people start their day at twilight because of the Genesis story; 
evening came and morning. We don’t do that as Christians in America. Our 
day starts in the middle of the night, and most of that time we’re asleep 
but we wake up to day. I don’t want to burst your bubble, but many 
Hebrew scholars tell me that this is not trying to start a literal day at 
evening and going to morning; it’s just saying there was evening and there 
was morning, first day.  



Let’s think about this logically. If the earth was without form and void and 
the Spirit of God is there, and darkness is already there, and then God 
creates light and calls that day––it’s just natural that night comes before 
day in the creation story. God is not creating darkness; it’s already there in 
the creation story. Now let’s get the elephant in the room out in public. 
We’ve already seen ‘day’ used two ways. Day here is referring to the part 
of the day that we call day, which is that period when the sun shines on 
the earth and we can see what we’re doing––that’s just part of a day, the 
daylight hours of the day. At the end when it combines darkness and light, 
night and day, it’s referring to a longer period of day that we usually refer 
to as 24 hours. But when we come to the end of the creation story and 
start the generations in Genesis 2:4, Moses is going to go back and tell us 
about the day in which God created the heavens and the earth. Day there 
is not referring to a 24 hour day; it’s referring to the day God created the 
heavens and the earth. We’ve already been told it’s six days, so ‘day’ here 
can’t be 24 hours it’s got to be a longer period of time. Because of this, 
some people believe that (and there are many in this church believe this) 
the creation days are literally 24 hour days, and there were six of them. 
Because there's another revelation of God (not mentioned in this passage) 
called a general revelation, which is God’s revelation in nature, so that 
when people look through a telescope and study God’s creation, others 
believe the days may have been a little longer than literal 24 hour days.  

So there are different views. You’re going to get to hear Kory interview 
people who believe differently and hear their opinions in Kory’s podcast. 
I'm not going to get into that this morning, so don’t read young earth or 
old earth in what I'm saying when I talk about a creative day. I do want to 
say this…I do not believe those of you who believe in a young earth should 
look at someone who believes in an old earth and believe they’re not a 
Christian. And I don’t believe you old earth people ought to look down your 
noses at those people who believe in a literal six day creation. This is not 
something that should divide us as the church of God. We don’t all believe 
eschatology the same way (and you know you are wrong if you don’t 
believe the way I do) but you don’t quit coming to Hardin because you 
disagree with me––whether we’re Pre, Post, or A millennialist, we all 
believe Jesus is coming again! It’s the same way with creation. We all 



believe that God is Creator, so don’t read into me when you hear me talk 
about a creation day. I believe in a creation day, and on day one God said 
let there be light, and there was light. What God did the rest of that day, 
regardless if it was 24 hours or a thousand years or a million years, I don’t 
know––but when He said let there be light, there was light and He called 
the light day.  

Then, God speaks again. He says I want there to be a canopy, I want there 
to be a firmament, I want there to be something that separates the waters 
above from waters below. Guess what? It was so. God fashioned a 
firmament and then He named the firmament Heaven. Just as there were 
three possibilities for day, heaven in the biblical world referred to three 
different things. There was the first heaven that talked about the 
atmosphere where the birds fly and the air we breathe. There was that 
second heaven, which we call outer space. Then, there is the third Heaven, 
which we call where God is. Paul actually talked about being taken up into 
the third heaven, the abode of God. I don’t think any of us believes this 
verse is talking about God creating His home here, and I don’t think any of 
us believe He’s talking about outer space here. So on day two, when God 
said let there be a firmament He is saying let there be an atmosphere. Let 
there be a division of the waters so that we have the waters above and the 
waters below. Remember, the earth is not anything like we see it right now 
at this time. Then God named the firmament Heaven, or what we call the 
skies or atmosphere. Evening and morning came, the second day. Watch 
this…God never said it was good. After this day, He’s going to start talking 
about it being good but on this day, He didn’t say it was good. What is this 
implying? Here's what I think it’s implying. Moses is leading us to believe 
that there is an order to creation so there's something to follow next that is 
really, really important, and that doesn’t happen in the second creative day 
it happens on the third creative day.  

On the third creative day, God speaks again and He addresses the waters 
below. He is talking about the waters that cover the earth. He wants all of 
those waters to be gathered together in one place––seas, oceans, rivers, 
lands, ponds, creeks––and He wants there to be dry land. Guess what? It 
was so. He calls the water Seas and He calls the land Earth, and it’s good. 



But the day doesn’t end; God is going to speak again on day three. He says 
now I want the earth to sprout, bring forth, living vegetation, plants that 
bear seeds, trees that bear fruit having seeds, after its own kind, and it 
happened. How did it happen? I don't know that this is important but I 
want you to watch this. On day one God said let there be light and light 
just was. Day appeared alongside night. On day two God fashioned what 
He said what He wanted to have happen. But on day three, after the seas 
are gathered and the land appears, He makes the command for the earth 
to bring forth, and it was so. Then the next statement is “The earth 
brought forth…” It doesn’t say God made. It doesn’t say God created.  

Now, you know I like to farm. I love being a pastor, I love my sheep, but 
one of my biggest enjoyments is in the spring when I get to get the tractor 
out, the disc out, the planter out, and I get to plant a crop and watch the 
earth do what the earth does in growing that crop, hoping in the fall there 
will be a good harvest. If I'm reading this right, the picture here is God 
doesn’t plant trees or grass, God told the earth to bring forth these things 
and the earth brought these things forth. This means when God created 
the land He created it with the ability to sprout trees, alfalfa, Kentucky 
fescue, and all kinds of things. The picture of day three that I love as a 
farmer is God is in Heaven, not just outside of time, He is inside of time 
working with this earth and watching it do what He designed it to do, and 
that is start growing things! Now read anything into this statement, but the 
farmer in me never wants to plant on Monday and harvest on Tuesday. 
What fun would that be? I like to watch it grow! I want you to get this 
picture of God as Creator who created an earth and ordained things to 
grow, and now things are growing on the planet because God does not 
want things on the planet to be empty He wants it to be full. The first thing 
we’re told He wants it to be full of is green life, plant life, forest life. This is 
awesome! And it’s good, the third day. I want you to see this order in what 
God is doing.  

Now we start day four. “And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse 
of the heavens to separate the day from the night.’” Whoa! We already 
have a light that separates day from night––that was day one. Now He’s 
making another command to let there be lights in the expanse of the 



heavens…I think was a little further out than the atmosphere; this is 
talking about that second layer of heaven. Then it says, ‘“And let them be 
for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them be lights in 
the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. 
And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and 
the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars.” Now, the pastor in me, 
the Bible student in me sees the emphasis here from Moses, being led 
under the Holy Spirit, seems to be the earth. The perspective is earth not 
space, even though it’s talking about space. Now, let me tell you why I say 
this. It says we have a big light and a little light, that’s the sun and the 
moon, and the afterthought…the stars. How many of us would call the sun 
the big light? Well, all of us if you’re looking at the earth––but if you’re 
looking at the universe? Have you ever read the statistics about how small 
our sun really is compared to some of the other light sources in the 
universe? Those little tiny lights that look like specks in the sky are really, 
really bigger than our sun! This is not contradictive it’s just giving us a 
different perspective, and the perspective is earth.  

Here's what I don’t want us to lose sight of––on day four God is telling us 
that He wants there to be order to this life He's planting on earth––He 
wants there to be signs, seasons, days, and years. There has already been 
three creative days, and now we’re on the fourth day, so when we look up 
at our sun and moon and see all those stars out there, God put those there 
for signs of His glory, of His design, of His intelligent design of the 
universe. That’s why the psalmist says the heavens declare the glory of 
God. If you're a farmer, you know a little bit about these signs that are just 
astrologically true.  

I was raised on a pig farm. For you city folk this is going to be gross, but 
there were several times a year when my papaw would say, “We’re going 
to cut hogs tomorrow.” That meant we were going to take the male part of 
the pig out of him so he was no longer a male but he was neutral. We 
would make a little cut, pull that out, and cut it off. My papaw called them 
mountain oysters. He loved them. I've never eaten mountain oysters; I just 
want you to know that! But there would be times when I would say, “Why 
don’t we cut them today, why do we have to wait until tomorrow?” Papaw 



would say, “It’s not the right sign.” I would say, “What do you mean?” He 
would go to the house and pull out a Farmer’s Almanac and show me that 
on this day we should not cut hogs, and I would argue with him. So do you 
know what he did to me? One day, when it was not the right sign, we cut a 
hog. When we put that razor blade on the hog, blood went everywhere; 
and that pig, God bless it, we stressed it! The next day when we were 
supposed to have cut that hog, there was hardly any blood at all. Have you 
ever heard a farmer talk about not getting his field finished on a certain 
day and finishing it the next day? And when he harvested the field, one 
side of the field yielding differently than the other side of the field, 
sometimes twenty to forty bushels difference? Did you know that the guy 
who used to win the national corn contest in America always planted his 
corn in the sign of planting corn? He won the corn contest every year. I've 
seen this with my very own eyes––the Farmer’s Almanac will tell you when 
you should plant corn, and if you plant it in the signs it will yield more corn 
than if you don’t plant in the signs. There's just something about God’s 
creative universe that nature has been designed to help us! It points us to 
God and who He is as Creator. This just didn’t happen! It wasn’t random; 
it’s got a design behind it. There are seasons to our year, there are specific 
days, specific years.  

Here's the problem…we already have night and day, so why is God 
creating the sun, moon, and stars? And which day did He create them? If 
He really created them now, as some people believe, what was the light He 
created on day one? What was that light source, and why wasn’t it good 
enough? Some of my most trusted Hebrew scholars tell me that what God 
did on day one was create light but the light was veiled because of the 
gaseous waters that surrounded the earth and that primal mode was so 
dense, but the light of the sun was already there because it was there 
when He created the universe. But now He's focusing on the earth, and the 
earth just can’t see its source so you don’t see the source until day four. 
I'm not saying that’s true at all, I don't know. But here's what we do know; 
on day four, there's a visible sun, a visible moon, visible stars, and we now 
know the source of light to the earth that God has ordained. It’s kind of 
like on a cloudy day four days in a row, the sun never breaks through but 
you still have light every day, so if someone just showed up on the planet, 



they wouldn’t know what the source of that light was. I'm not arguing that 
is true, I'm just saying let's be careful when we label each other non-
believers because we might have a different opinion on a few things about 
creation.  

On day five, God commands the seas to bring forth marine life and He tells 
the atmosphere to start producing birds. So He puts birds in the sky and 
fish in the sea, and then God does what my wife does––He talked to the 
animals. He blessed them saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” and the animals did 
it. 

Now, day six…God tells the earth to bring forth living creatures, and then 
describes the land animals He wants to come forth. Now, the Bible doesn’t 
say what it said on day three…God didn’t let the earth just bring them forth 
it says God made the animals. God makes the animals. God speaks again 
and says let’s make man in our own image, and let’s make them male and 
female. Then He speaks to the male and female. He blesses them, tells 
them to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, subdue it, and take control over 
it. Wow! Then He tells the couple…all of this vegetation I'm growing that 
has seeds; I want you to eat that. He says all the plant life that’s there is 
for the animals. And then…God looked at everything He had made and 
said, “…it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the sixth day.” 

I don’t want to offend anybody here but if there is one part of this story 
that would make me kind of believe that maybe this is not a literal 24 
hours, it would be this next part of the day. I know chapter 2 is going to 
talk about God creating man on the sixth day, and in chapter 1 it sounds 
He made both male and female at the same time, but in chapter 2 we find 
out He didn’t make male and female at the same time. Get this 
picture…part of the daylight hours He made all the animals, and then He 
decides to make man, male and female. We see in chapter 2 that’s Adam 
and Eve. God chooses this special place as a garden and tells the earth to 
bring forth habitation, but there's nobody on the planet to work the 
habitation. So He creates a man in His own image, breathes into him the 
breath of life, and man becomes a living soul. God tells that man not to eat 



of this certain tree but he can eat of all the other trees. Then God tells him 
to tend His garden and rule over the animal kingdom, and Adam starts 
doing that. He's a farmer, wow! He's farming you don’t get your farm work 
done in a day, ever. You don’t go to work; you're surrounded by work. So 
Adam is having a great time farming, enjoying life, and God looks down 
and says…you know, it’s not good that he's by himself; he needs a helper 
on the farm. Now, Adam doesn’t know yet that it’s not good; he's thinking 
it’s good. So what does God do to get him to realize it’s not good? He 
brings all the animals before Adam and he starts naming all the animals. 
Tell me how long it would have taken Adam to name all the animals? It 
would have taken a little while, right? I hope you don’t think he just 
popped out with “zebra,” “elephant,” “rhino.” No, he used his mind, he 
thought about this, though the Bible doesn’t say how long. Now, he’s not 
naming all of the animals in the whole world but the ones in his location. 
But he's naming all these animals and he realizes all these animals have 
both a male and a female in their species, and he starts realizing it’s just 
him. God puts him to sleep and did surgery! He took one of Adam’s ribs 
and creates a woman, and brings her to him. They get married and have a 
honeymoon. They’re naked in the garden and they're not ashamed of it!  

Now, let me ask you men this question. Now, this is not me as a pastor or 
a scientist, this is me as a male…I just believe if God put me in the garden 
instead of Adam, with this desire to farm like I love to farm, I would have 
had a big time! I would have been growing crops, harvesting hay; I would 
be fishing, hunting, I would be having a glorious time! No disrespect to 
Celisa but I want to believe I would have been there at least ten, twelve, 
fifteen years before I realized I needed somebody to help me on the farm. 
I just want you to know a few years ago when I was studying this, I turned 
to Celisa and I asked her, “If it had been me in the garden, how long do 
you think I could have made it without you?” She said, “About an hour.”  
When you get to Genesis 2, you don’t feel like God is trying to squeeze 
something into a short period of time. Yes, there were six creative days, 
but do any of us believe it would take God even 24 hours? But what if He 
wanted to enjoy creation, and He did it in longer than most of us think He 
might have. Let’s not divide over this because when the six creative days 
were over, it was very good. The earth that was without form and empty is 



now formed and full! It’s full of plants, full of animals, full of people who 
are in His image!  

Now, the seventh day, chapter 2:1–3. It says, “Thus the heavens and the 
earth were finished…” It doesn’t say ‘and God said.’ We have a description 
of the seventh day and three times the seventh day is mentioned, and it’s 
mentioned in the middle of all three sentences. Then the pattern is 
broken––there is no evening and morning. How could we have read this 
our whole life and not have noticed there's no evening and morning? The 
pattern is broken; the door is open. Was there a literal evening and 
morning? Of course. That’s not the emphasis because this story is 
ultimately about God finishing His work and resting. It’s not the rest of Him 
being tired; it’s the rest of accomplishment, it’s the rest of enjoyment. God 
wants us to have a pattern in our life where we work six days and then we 
rest. The Sabbath rest was a sign to the nation of Israel, to the pagans 
around them, that they served a Creator God. It was not only to remind 
them they had a Creator God who worked six days and rested; it was to 
remind them that when they were in Egypt they didn’t have rest; they 
worked continually. And now, they not only have a God who created them 
they have a God who redeemed them, and our Sabbath day rest reminded 
them of that.  

Watch this…this is so good! When we get to the writer of Hebrews in 
chapters 3 and 4, we see there's another Sabbath rest. It’s when each one 
of us quit working for salvation and we rest in what God did in Christ. 
When we rest in what God did for us in Christ, we enter into God’s Sabbath 
rest, which picture full and final salvation with God. So is it possible is open 
in Genesis? On the seventh day, the reason there is no morning and 
evening and the reason the day doesn’t end is because our salvation in 
Christ never ends. Wow! But to enjoy that Sabbath, you don’t work for it; 
you trust in the work of another, and that other is Jesus. When you put 
your trust in Him, it lets you rest and this rest that you have in Christ will 
never end. The door is open for you and me to not just enjoy a physical 
rest but an eternal rest with God.   


